
Appendix F: Budget impact of EHC provision in 2011 

 

Drug Number of prescriptions issued Average drug cost Total expenditure 

Ellaone_Tab 30mg (UPA) 11,164 £16.95 £189,671 

Levonelle One Step_Tab 

1.5mg (LNG) 

33,099 £12.25 £409,225 

Levonelle_Tab 1.5mg 

(LNG) 

200,731 £4.60 £941,694 

Levonelle-2_Postcoital Tab 

750mcg (LNG) 

6 £2.56 £20 

Total 244,994  £1,540,610 

Source: Prescription Cost Analysis 2011http://www.hscic.gov.uk/pubs/prescostanalysis2011 

These represent 244,994 women who went to primary care provider and were issued a prescription for EHC 

 

A further 128,100 women presented at community contraception clinics and were issued with EHC directly. 

Source: NHS Contraceptive Services: England, 2011/12 - Table 7 Number of contacts for emergency 

contraceptives at NHS community contraceptive clinics, by type and age, 2011/12 

https://catalogue.ic.nhs.uk/publications/public-health/contraception/nhs-cont-serv-comm-cont-clin-eng-2011-

2012/nhs-cont-serv-comm-cont-clin-eng-11-12-rep.pdf 

The following table shows the cost of providing all the women who presented in 2011 with either LNG or UPA, 

assuming that they all presented within 72 hours of UPSI: 

 

If 373,094 presented within 72 hours of 

UPSI 

LNG UPA 

Drug cost (average cost above) £1,716,232 £6,323,943 

Health costs of pregnancy (pregnancy rate 0-

72 hours x £1,663 health cost of unintended 

pregnancy) 

£13,650,017 £8,686,375 

Social cost of pregnancy  (pregnancy rate 0-

72 hours x social cost of unintended 

pregnancy £1,259) 

£10,333,958 £6,576,155 

Total cost of EHC provision (sum of above) £25,700,207 £21,586,473 

Potential saving for using UPA rather than 

LNG 

£4,113,734 

 

In the comparative clinical trials between ellaOne and levonorgestrel 34% of women presented within 24 hours of 

UPSI. Taking this proportion of women and applying it to the number of women presenting in 2011 provides the 

following comparison if all these 134,313 women were given levonorgestrel or ellaOne: 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/pubs/prescostanalysis2011
https://catalogue.ic.nhs.uk/publications/public-health/contraception/nhs-cont-serv-comm-cont-clin-eng-2011-2012/nhs-cont-serv-comm-cont-clin-eng-11-12-rep.pdf
https://catalogue.ic.nhs.uk/publications/public-health/contraception/nhs-cont-serv-comm-cont-clin-eng-2011-2012/nhs-cont-serv-comm-cont-clin-eng-11-12-rep.pdf


 

If 126,851 presented within 24 hours of UPSI LNG UPA 

Drug cost (average cost above) £583,515 £2,150,124 

Health costs of unintended pregnancy 

(pregnancy rate 0-24 hours x £1,663) 

£5,273,830 £1,898,579 

Social cost of unintended pregnancy (pregnancy 

rate 0-24 hours x £1,663)  

£3,992,635 £1,437,349 

Total cost of EHC provision (sum of above) £9,849,980 £5,486,052 

Potential saving for using UPA rather than 

LNG 

£4,363,928 

 


