
Appendix D: Cost of an unintended pregnancy 

 

Calculation of direct health care costs of an unintended pregnancy 

 Calculated cost in 2011[1]  Proportion in EHC clinical 

trials[2]  

Proportion in studies 

about unintended 

pregnancy[3] 

Abortion £714 66% 72% 

 

Miscarriage  £554  15% 5% 

 

Ectopic pregnancy* £1228 1% 1% 

Stillbirth* £3,765 0.5% 0.5% 

Live birth £5,337 17.5% 21.5% 

Weighted average for 

unintended pregnancy 

 £1,519 £1,720 

*These figures were adjusted using the standard rates as they were not measured in either clinical or reported studies  

 

Calculation of all health care costs of an unintended pregnancy (including child health costs in first year) 

 Calculated cost in 2011 Proportion in clinical trials 

following EHC 

Proportion in studies 

about unintended 

pregnancy 

Abortion £714 66% 72% 

 

Miscarriage  £554  15% 5% 

 

Ectopic pregnancy £1228 1% 1% 

Stillbirth £3,765 0.5% 0.5% 

Live birth £6,158 17.5% 21.5% 

Weighted average for 

unintended pregnancy 

 £1,663 £1,897 

 

Calculation of all health and social costs of an unintended pregnancy 

 Calculated cost in 2011 Proportion in clinical trials 

following EHC 

Proportion in studies 

about unintended 

pregnancy 

Abortion £714 66% 72% 

 

Miscarriage  £554  15% 5% 



 

Ectopic pregnancy £1,228 1% 1% 

Stillbirth £7,228 0.5% 0.5% 

Live birth £13,253 17.5% 21.5% 

Weighted average for 

unintended pregnancy 

 £2,922 £3,440 

 

Sources: 

1 Appendix A for cost calculations and sources 

 

2 EHC Clinical trial outcomes: Thomas CM, Schmid R, Cameron S. Is it worth paying more for emergency 

contraception? The cost-effectiveness of ulipristal acetate versus LNG , J Fam Plann Reprod Health Care 

2010;36(4):197-201. 

 

3 Applying the percentages from Cameron ST, Glasier A. Identifying women in need of further discussion about 

the decision to have an abortion and eventual outcome. Contraception 2013;88(1):128-32 (86% of abortions, 

6.8% of deliveries and 11% of miscarriages) to the 2011 National maternity figures cited in Appendix A  and 

including standard rates of 1% ectopic pregnancy and 0.5% stillbirth gives these percentages.  


