
Web-Appendix A   

Table A Full identification strategy optimised for PubMed. 

#1  search (randomized trial) AND (clinical trial) [All Fields] 

#2 search ((long term care facility) OR (long term care) OR (assisted living) OR (group homes) 

OR (homes of aged) OR (Residential facilities) OR (nursing home) OR (retirement homes) OR 

(retirement communities)) [All Fields] 

#3 search ((cluster randomization) OR (cluster randomisation) OR (cluster) OR (clustered) OR 

(clustering) OR (clusters) OR (group-randomized) OR (group-randomised) OR (randomisation 

unit) OR (randomization unit)) [All Fields] 

#4 search  #1 AND #2 AND #3 

 

CONSORT guideline endorsement 

In early 2011, two reviewers independently extracted all relevant text referring to the CONSORT 

statement from the online versions of the ’Instructions to authors’ of journals in which trial reports 

from 2005 onwards (after the publication of the CONSORT statement) were published. We adapted 

a previously used scale,1, 2 to classify journals as having high endorsement of the extended CONSORT 

statement if the journal website used the words ‘required’, ‘must’, ‘should’, or ‘strongly encouraged’ 

in relation to adherence to the extended CONSORT checklist, medium endorsement if the website 

used the words ‘encouraged’ or ‘recommended’ or ‘advised’ or ‘please’, and low endorsement if the 

website used words such as ‘may wish to consider’ or ‘see CONSORT’ or there was no mention of the 

CONSORT statement.   

The results are reported in Table B.  

 Table B CONSORT endorsement by journals included in this review 

Journal Strength of 
CONSORT 
endorsement 

Quote from ’Instructions for authors’ 

 Int J Geriatr Low  No mention of CONSORT guidelines 



Psychiatry  

Behav Brain Res  Low  No reference found in guidelines for authors 

 Am J Med       Low  No mention of CONSORT in guidelines for authors 

 J Am Medical 
Informatics Assoc  

Low  No mention of CONSORT in guidelines for authors 

 Osteoporos Int  Low  No mention of CONSORT in instructions for authors 

 Int J Qual Health 
Care  

Low  No mention of CONSORT in author guidelines 

Aging Clin Exp Res Low  No mention of CONSORT in instruction for authors 
 

Aging Ment Health Low  No mention of CONSORT in instruction for authors 

Vaccine Low  Please refer to the CONSORT statement website at http://www.consort-
statement.org for more information. 

Epidemiol Infect  Low  The requirements of the journal are in accordance with the International 
Committee of Medical Journal Editors Uniform Requirements for 
Manuscripts submitted to biomedical journals [British Medical Journal 
1991; 302: 338–341 and New England Journal of Medicine 1991; 324: 
424–428.]. 

Age and Ageing  Medium For reporting of randomised trials, authors are advised to work to the 
guidelines in the CONSORT statement. www.consort-statement.org  

 JAGS   Medium  
 

To improve the quality of reporting randomized, controlled trials (RCTs), 
it is recommended that authors adhere to the CONSORT (Consolidated 
Standards of Reporting Trials) statement, which consists of a checklist 
and flow diagram that authors can use to report RCTs. Authors should 
refer to the paper, Altman DG,  et al. The revised CONSORT statement for 
reporting  randomized trials: Explanation and elaboration. Annals of 
Internal Medicine 2001; 134:663-694 

 BMC Geriatrics 
  

Medium  (the journal) also supports initiatives aimed at improving the reporting of 
biomedical research. Checklists have been developed for a number of 
study designs, including randomized controlled trials (CONSORT). Authors 
are requested to make use of these when drafting their manuscript and 
peer reviewers will also be asked to refer to these checklists when 
evaluating these studies. 

Br J Psychiatry Medium  The Journal recommends to authors the CONSORT guidelines (1996, 
Journal of the American Medical Association, 276, 637-639) and their 
basis (2001, Annals of Internal Medicine, 134, 663-694) in relation to the 
reporting of randomised controlled clinical trials; also recommended is 
their extension to cluster randomised controlled trials (2004, BMJ, 328, 
702-708). 

Archives Intern 
Med  

High 
 

Preparing Reports of Randomized Controlled Trials: 
The CONSORT Checklist should be completed and submitted with the 
manuscript. In addition, a flow diagram illustrating the progress of 
patients throughout the trial should be included as a figure in the 
manuscript (see Figure for example). The checklist and flow diagram will 
be reviewed along with the manuscript. 

Australian Journal 
Physiotherapy  

High  Instruction for authors: Submit a CONSORT-like figure outlining the flow 
of participants through the trial, including reasons for dropouts 
Instruction for reviewers: Reviewers are asked to consult checklists where 
appropriate. Specifically, reviewers of randomised controlled trials are 
asked to consult the CONSORT e-checklist, 

BMJ   High  
 

If you are submitting a RCT please send with your manuscript a 
completed checklist and flowchart in accordance to the appropriate 
CONSORT guidelines, the trial protocol and the registration details of the 
trial. 

http://www.consort-statement.org/index.aspx?o=1031


 JAMA  High  
 

All randomized clinical trials should include a flow diagram and authors 
should provide a completed randomized trial checklist (see CONSORT 
Flow Diagram and Checklist) and a trial protocol. 

Int Psychogeriatr  High  
 

All manuscripts reporting randomized controlled trials should have the 
following sent with them or they will be returned to the authors: A check 
list and flow chart in accordance with the CONSORT guidelines which can 
be found at http://www.consort-statement.org. Please send in the 
checklist as a supplementary file and include the flow chart as Figure 1 in 
the manuscript  

 Med J Aust  High  RCTs must follow CONSORT guidelines (including checklist and flowchart, 
see www.consort-statement.org). 

 Int J Nurs Stud   High The editors require that manuscripts adhere to recognized reporting 
guidelines relevant to the research design used. These identify matters 
that should be addressed in your paper. These are not quality assessment 
frameworks and your study need not meet all the criteria implied in the 
reporting guideline to be worthy of publication in the journal. The 
checklists do identify essential matters that should be considered and 
reported upon. For example, a controlled trial may or may not be blinded 
but it is important that the paper identifies whether or not participants, 
clinicians and outcome assessors were aware of treatment assignments. 
You are encouraged (although not required) to submit a checklist from 
the appropriate reporting guideline together with your paper as a guide 
to the editors and reviewers of your paper. 
Randomised (and quasi-randomised) controlled trial - CONSORT 
http://www.equator-network.org/index.aspx?o=1032 

Spine High  
 

For Clinical Trials and similar study designs, please adhere to the 
CONSORT statement (www.consort-statement.org/). 

Injury  Prev High  Please note that we require registration of clinical trials and reporting of 
randomized clinical trials according to the CONSORT guidelines. We also 
ask that authors follow the STROBE guidelines when reporting 
observational studies. Although not required for publication in Injury 
Prevention, authors are encouraged to review similar published 
guidelines for the reporting of systematic reviews, meta-analyses, and 
assessments of diagnostic test. Templates for CONSORT, STROBE and 
other reporting guidelines are available through the Equator Network 
(http://www.equator-network.org/) 
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