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 Title and abstract 1 
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Introduction 

Background/rationale 2 Explain the scientific background and rationale for the investigation being reported 

Page 4 
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Methods 
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8* For each variable of interest, give sources of data and details of methods of 

assessment (measurement). Describe comparability of assessment methods if there is 

more than one group 

Page 6 - 8 

Bias 9 Describe any efforts to address potential sources of bias 

N/A 

Study size 10 Explain how the study size was arrived at 

Page 6 

Quantitative variables 11 Explain how quantitative variables were handled in the analyses. If applicable, 

describe which groupings were chosen and why 

N/A 

(a) Describe all statistical methods, including those used to control for confounding 

Page 8 - 9 

(b) Describe any methods used to examine subgroups and interactions 

N/A 

(c) Explain how missing data were addressed 

N/A 

Statistical methods 12 

(d) If applicable, explain how loss to follow-up was addressed 

N/A 



 2
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