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One way of sharing research with public audiences is through lay summaries. A lay summary is an 

easy-to-understand outline of a research project. Patient and public partners’ contribution is 
necessary in writing lay summaries but there is little guidance on creating lay summaries.   

This paper is a scoping review protocol outlining the steps planned to perform this structured 

review on the topic. 

 

In this study, we want to know: 

 

1) What guidance for writing lay summaries is available by considering the source (e.g., peer-

reviewed publication, government agency), the criteria (e.g., writing style), characteristics 

(e.g., text length), content (i.e., main elements such as research objectives), structure (e.g., 

template format), intended target audience (e.g., patient partner, researcher), 

patient/public partners involvement in preparing guidance, and development steps (e.g., 

actions, procedures, training, roles, and tasks) for writing lay summaries? 

   

2) What changes are needed to the available guidance for writing lay summaries to meet 

patient and public partners’ needs and preferences and support their active engagement? 

 

To answer the first question, our team of patient and public partners and researchers will look at all 

available resources on writing a lay summary for different audiences, particularly patient and public 

partners. 

To answer the second question, we will invite other groups of the patient and public partners to 

attend group meetings. During the meetings, we will present the scoping review findings and invite 

the patient and public partners to share their opinions on the findings and what they think is 

missing from the available resources to support them in writing a lay summary. Then we will ask the 

patient and public partners to brainstorm their ideas about crafting a lay summary output and rank 

the ideas that would be most helpful to meet their needs and preferences. 

 

We believe that the results of this study will inform different stakeholders about the guidance 

available to patient and public partners for writing lay summaries. Also, this study will inform 

stakeholders about the current gaps in available guidance on this topic. These findings will help our 

team co-create an output with the involvement of patient and public partners with different levels 

of experience to bridge current gaps and support them in actively participating in the preparation 

process of lay summaries.   
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