
Survey on academic activity amongst clinical staff 
Information: 

For the purposes of this survey:  

 ‘Research’ means the collection or analysis of information specifically to gain new insights into a disease 
or problem. This differs from audit and service evaluation, which evaluate pre-existing pathways or 
problems and assess performance against a standard. Quality improvement may involve aspects of both, 
and we ask the reader to make a judgement about the extent to which any QI experience may have 
involved research. 

 ‘Data’ for research can take many forms, and may include questionnaires, interviews, blood or tissue 
samples or review of patient notes. 

 

Section 1: Background and research experience 
1. Where in the UK are you employed in the NHS? Choose one. 

England – North 

England – Midlands 

England – South 

Scotland 

Wales 

Northern Ireland 

Other (please state) 

 

2. Which of these academic qualifications do you hold, or are currently studying for? Tick as many as 
applicable. 
This does not include postgraduate qualifications such as MRCP, unless they were gained specifically by 
undertaking a period of research, or acquisition of research skills 

Diploma (e.g. in nursing) 

Undergraduate primary degree (e.g. nursing, medical, pharmacy) 

Intercalated second degree (e.g. during medical school) 

Postgraduate diploma (e.g. in health research) 

Masters postgraduate qualification, requiring additional period of study beyond that previously stated 

Doctoral postgraduate qualification (e.g. PhD, DPhil, MD, etc.) 

 

3. What is your main role when working in the NHS? Choose one. 

Doctor – Foundation Year 1 or 2 

Doctor – Core or Intermediate Medical Training Year 1 or 2 

Doctor – Specialist Medical Training (ST/IMT Year 3+) 

Nurse 
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Physiotherapist 

Occupational Therapist 

Pharmacist 

Dialysis technician 

Other (please state) 

 

4. If you are paid according to the NHS Agenda for Change Pay Structure, please could you indicate your 
current band. Choose one. 

Band 5 

Band 6 

Band 7 

Band 8a-d 

Band 9 

Other (please state) 

 

5. Doctors only - are you employed in an integrated clinical academic role, such as academic clinical lecturer, 
clinical research fellow, or academic foundation post? Choose one. 

N/A – not doctor 

Yes 

No 

 

6. Which of these research activities have you previously undertaken or are currently undertaking? Select as 
many as applicable. 

Writing or contributing to writing an application for dedicated funding to undertake a research or QI project 

Writing or contributing to writing an application for ethical approval for a research project. 

Assisting in data collection specifically for a research project 

Recruiting patients to a clinical study 

Led data collection specifically for a research project 

Assisting in analysing data specifically for a research project 

I have not taken part in any of the above 

 

7. What types of research have you previously been involved with? Select as many as applicable. 

Basic science (e.g. working with animals or cells) 

Interventional clinical trials (recruitment, follow-up, data reporting) 

Other clinical study work 
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Qualitative research (questionnaires/surveys, interviews, use of patient reported measures) 

Health economic research 

Data science or epidemiology 

I have not been involved with any of the above 

 

8. Have you ever undertaken the National Institute of Health Research’s ‘Good Clinical Practice’ training, in 
order to undertake clinical research? 

No – this has never been offered to me 

No – but I have been offered the opportunity 

Yes – but it has now expired (training undertaken over 3 years ago) 

Yes – and it is up to date (training undertaken within the last 3 years) 

I don’t know 

 

9. Which of these research outputs have you taken part in? 

Attended a research conference (without presenting an abstract) 

Presented a poster or oral presentation at a conference regarding a research project 

Assisted in writing a manuscript submitted to a journal for publication (not first author) – any sort of publication, 
including review, case report and research paper. 

First author on a manuscript submitted to a journal for publication – any sort of publication, including review, case 
report and research paper. 

Senior (last) author on a manuscript submitted to a journal for publication – any sort of publication, including review, 
case report and research paper. 

‘Peer reviewed’ a research paper at the request of a research journal 

Invited or keynote speaker at a conference 

Won a local or national award for my role in a research project 

I have not taken part in any of the above 

Other – please describe (free text) 

 
Section 2: Day-to-day opportunities for research 

10. Do you have dedicated time for academic activity, such as research or quality improvement, built into 
your job plan on a regular basis? Choose one. 
For example, an academic clinical fellowship/lecturership, timetabled research or personal activity days. 

Yes (please state proportion of role allocated to non-clinical activity) 

No 

 
11. Are there research studies currently ongoing in your renal unit at the moment? 

Yes -  
There are no research studies going on in my unit at the moment 
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I’m not sure if there is research going on in my unit at the moment 
 

11.b If you answered ‘yes’ to question 11 above, what research studies are going on (that you are aware of)? 
Basic science (e.g. working with animals or cells) 

Interventional clinical trials (recruitment, follow-up, data reporting) 

Qualitative research (questionnaires/surveys, interviews, use of patient reported measures) 

Health economic research 

Data science or epidemiology 

Other clinical study work (such as observational studies) 

There isn’t any, or I’m not aware of any, research going on in my unit 

 
12. Are you involved in research studies currently ongoing in your renal unit at the moment? 

Yes 
No 
 

13. Have you had training in your current role on general research skills, such as how to search for research 
papers or how to go about answering a research question? 

Yes 
No  
I’m not sure 
 

14. If you wanted to get involved in more research in your renal unit, would you know who to talk to? 
Yes 
No 
 
For each statement, please indicate the response that is closest to how you feel for your role as it stands at the 
moment: 

I am encouraged to take part in research in my renal unit by my line manager/supervisor: 
Strongly Agree  Agree  Neither agree nor disagree  Disagree Strongly disagree 
 
If I wanted to start getting involved in research, I feel I would need to do this in my own time: 
Strongly Agree  Agree  Neither agree nor disagree  Disagree Strongly disagree 
 
I would like to have the opportunity to get involved in more research in my current role: 
Strongly Agree  Agree  Neither agree nor disagree  Disagree Strongly disagree 
 
I would like to learn more about how to get involved in (more) research: 
Strongly Agree  Agree  Neither agree nor disagree  Disagree Strongly disagree 
 
I would like to have dedicated training on general research skills, such as how to do a search of research literature, 
how to answer a research question, or how to apply for funding: 
Strongly Agree  Agree  Neither agree nor disagree  Disagree Strongly disagree 
 
I am confident in how to write an application for funding to undertake a research project: 
Strongly Agree  Agree  Neither agree nor disagree  Disagree Strongly disagree 
 
I see myself taking part in research activity during my future career long-term 
Strongly Agree  Agree  Neither agree nor disagree  Disagree Strongly disagree 
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I (would) like to do research because I’m genuinely interested in it: 
Strongly Agree  Agree  Neither agree nor disagree  Disagree Strongly disagree 
N/A – I don’t want to do more research 
 
I (would) like to do research because it might get me a better job in the future: 
Strongly Agree  Agree  Neither agree nor disagree  Disagree Strongly disagree 
N/A – I don’t want to do more research 
 

 
15. If you are involved in research currently, what types of research are you undertaking? Select all that apply. 

Basic science (e.g. working with animals or cells) 

Interventional clinical trials (recruitment, follow-up, data reporting) 

Other clinical study work 

Qualitative research (questionnaires/surveys, interviews, use of patient reported measures) 

Health economic research 

Data science or epidemiology 

I am not undertaking any research at the moment 

Other (please specify) 

 
 

Section 3: Impact of COVID-19 upon research 
This section will explore how COVID-19 has impacted upon your opportunities to take part in research. 

16. Have you taken part in a research project relating to COVID-19 (including recruitment for a clinical trial)? 

Yes 

No 

 

17. Overall, do you feel the opportunities to take part in research have improved or worsened as a result of 
COVID-19? 

Improved 

No change 

Worsened 

 

18. How do you feel COVID has impacted upon your ability to take part in research? 

Free text answer 

 

Section 4: Improving access to research 
Kidney Research UK and other bodies, such as the Renal Association, British Renal Society and the National Institute 
of Health Research, are considering ways to help people get involved in research if they would like to. This section is 
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to help us understand what prevents people taking part in kidney research, and how we might be able to improve 
this. 

 

19. What do you consider to be the main barriers that prevent you doing more research in your current role? 
Choose as many as appropriate. 

I have no interest in doing more research (choose this option only) 

There isn’t any research going on that I’m aware of 

I don’t have enough time in my day-to-day job to get involved in/do more research 

Unsure how to get involved in/do more research in my renal unit 

Unsure how to start a research project 

Lack of funding to undertake research 

I don’t feel I have the skills or knowledge needed to take part in research 

I don’t know if I’d enjoy research 

Other (please specify) 

 

20. What could be done to overcome some of these barriers you selected/mentioned above?  

Free text 

 

21. Were you aware of the National Institute for Health Research ‘Associate Principle Investigator’ scheme? 

Yes – I am currently taking part (or have taken part) in the scheme 

Yes – but I am not taking part in the scheme 

No – this is the first I have heard of it 

 

22. If they were available, would any of the below be of interest to you? Choose as many as appropriate, and 
add more detail in the free text if you wish. 

An online research toolkit resource, with information about how to undertake research and how to get involved 

The option to undertake a funded Masters postgraduate qualification, part of which would entail training in research 
skills 

Mentorship from someone more experienced in research 

Networking opportunities to meet (other) trainees/health professionals involved in research 

The opportunity to take a funded short period of time out of my day-to-day role to experience research first-hand 

The opportunity to become a co-investigator in ongoing research studies or trials 

I have another suggestion or would like to add more detail (free text) 
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23. It has been proposed that health professionals working in renal medicine might benefit from undertaking 
a part-time Masters qualification alongside their clinical work, with a degree of tailoring to specific 
interests (such as clinical trials, clinical genomics, epidemiology, health psychology etc).  

Would the opportunity to undertake a Masters qualification be of interest to you? 

Yes   I’m not sure   No 

Would you rather do a Masters qualification than another sort of qualification, such as an MD or PhD? 

Yes   I’m not sure   No 

Would a Masters qualification be useful for your career progression? 

Yes   I’m not sure   No 

 

Do you think you would need to obtain external funding to undertake a Masters qualification? 

Yes   I’m not sure   No 

 
Do you think a Masters would provide you with a long-term career benefit or interest e.g. increased involvement 
in research projects, facilitating clinical trials, establishing a rare disease clinic, using data to assess and improve 
patient care etc? 
Yes   I’m not sure   No 

 
Do you think there could be obstacles to you undertaking a Masters qualification, as things stand now? 
Yes (please give details below) 

No 
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