
 

 

Supplement Material 4 

Description of drivers of stigma towards LAPs in Indonesia 

Drivers Description 

Physical factors2,8,22,24-31,33-

37,39,40,44,45,47,50-55 

Physical appearance due to deformity or a darkening skin, unpleasant 

physical odour, declining physical function, decreasing performance 

due to physical weakening, continuous pain after cured.  

Related with 

the disease 

progress 

Fear of contagion2,8,9,23-28,31, 

32,37,39,41,44,45,52,55 

Fear of fast transmission from breathing the same air, immersing in the 

same body of water, shaking hands, eating food prepared by the person 

affected, carrying the deceased body of a person affected, and using the 

same personal object such as glasses, towels, clothes with the person 

affected.  
Hereditary factor2,40,46,47,49,50 Believe that leprosy can be inherited in the family line.  

Local connotation for 

LAP22,40,45,50 

Local connotation directed to the leprosy affected persons (e.g 

‘Nibamparekangji’ in South Sulawesi that has a meaning ‘to ignore or 
treat them like they do not exist or ‘Judam’ in East Java that means 

‘ugly and hated by people’).  
Religious and/or mystical 

reason24,26,32,34,37,40,41,45,47,50,53,55 

Believe that leprosy is caused by sin, curse, punishment on bad deeds, 

evil spirit influence, or spell.  
Inability to perform social 

role32,33,40,43,51,54,50 

Lack or no opportunity to perform previous routine or responsibility in 

and for the family, continuous failure in relationship, job, school.  

Factors related to social and 

health assistance8,33,34,45,49,55 

Home visits from health care worker [considered positive approach, 

yet could still drive stigma], exhaustion in caring for patients, care 

provider communication style, and an inadequate social rehabilitation.  
Beliefs around 

prognosis32,39,42,46,49,50  

Believe leprosy as a long-term disease, a high fatality disease, and an 

incurable disease.  

Residential area28,38 
Believe that the residential area where persons-affected live is a 

dangerous zone or by living there people will also get stigmatized.  

Social background32,43,53 Ethnic, religion, gender, or economic background. 

Not related 

with the 

disease 

progress 
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