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Supplemental Material 1 

Asking youth and adults about child maltreatment: A review of government surveys 
 

1. PRISMA 2020 Checklist  

 

Section and 

Topic  
Item 

# 
Checklist item  

Location 

where item is 

reported  

TITLE   

Title  1 Identify the report as a systematic review. N/A 

ABSTRACT   

Abstract  2 See the PRISMA 2020 for Abstracts checklist. N/A 

INTRODUCTION   

Rationale  3 Describe the rationale for the review in the context of existing knowledge. Introduction 

Objectives  4 Provide an explicit statement of the objective(s) or question(s) the review addresses. Introduction, 
last paragraph 

METHODS   

Eligibility 
criteria  

5 Specify the inclusion and exclusion criteria for the review and how studies were grouped for the 
syntheses. 

Eligibility 
criteria, 
Supplemental 
Material 1 
(Exclusion 
criteria) 

Information 
sources  

6 Specify all databases, registers, websites, organisations, reference lists and other sources searched or 
consulted to identify studies. Specify the date when each source was last searched or consulted. 

Search 
strategy, 
Screening 

Search strategy 7 Present the full search strategies for all databases, registers and websites, including any filters and 
limits used. 

Supplemental 
Material 1 
(Search 
strategy) 

Selection process 8 Specify the methods used to decide whether a study met the inclusion criteria of the review, including 
how many reviewers screened each record and each report retrieved, whether they worked 
independently, and if applicable, details of automation tools used in the process. 

Screening, 
Data 
extraction 

Data collection 
process  

9 Specify the methods used to collect data from reports, including how many reviewers collected data 
from each report, whether they worked independently, any processes for obtaining or confirming data 
from study investigators, and if applicable, details of automation tools used in the process. 

Screening, 
Data 
extraction 

Data items  10a List and define all outcomes for which data were sought. Specify whether all results that were 
compatible with each outcome domain in each study were sought (e.g. for all measures, time points, 
analyses), and if not, the methods used to decide which results to collect. 

Data 
extraction, 
Supplemental 
Material 1 
(Definitions)  

10b List and define all other variables for which data were sought (e.g. participant and intervention 
characteristics, funding sources). Describe any assumptions made about any missing or unclear 
information. 

Data 
extraction 

Study risk of bias 
assessment 

11 Specify the methods used to assess risk of bias in the included studies, including details of the tool(s) 
used, how many reviewers assessed each study and whether they worked independently, and if 
applicable, details of automation tools used in the process. 

Potential bias 
was discussed 
in Limitations  

Effect measures  12 Specify for each outcome the effect measure(s) (e.g. risk ratio, mean difference) used in the synthesis or 
presentation of results. 

N/A 

Synthesis 
methods 

13a Describe the processes used to decide which studies were eligible for each synthesis (e.g. tabulating the 
study intervention characteristics and comparing against the planned groups for each synthesis (item 
#5)). 

N/A 

13b Describe any methods required to prepare the data for presentation or synthesis, such as handling of 
missing summary statistics, or data conversions. 

N/A 

13c Describe any methods used to tabulate or visually display results of individual studies and syntheses. N/A 

13d Describe any methods used to synthesize results and provide a rationale for the choice(s). If meta-
analysis was performed, describe the model(s), method(s) to identify the presence and extent of 
statistical heterogeneity, and software package(s) used. 

N/A 
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Section and 

Topic  
Item 

# 
Checklist item  

Location 

where item is 

reported  

13e Describe any methods used to explore possible causes of heterogeneity among study results (e.g. 
subgroup analysis, meta-regression). 

N/A 

13f Describe any sensitivity analyses conducted to assess robustness of the synthesized results. N/A 

Reporting bias 
assessment 

14 Describe any methods used to assess risk of bias due to missing results in a synthesis (arising from 
reporting biases). 

N/A 

Certainty 
assessment 

15 Describe any methods used to assess certainty (or confidence) in the body of evidence for an outcome. N/A 

RESULTS   

Study selection  16a Describe the results of the search and selection process, from the number of records identified in the 
search to the number of studies included in the review, ideally using a flow diagram. 

Study 
selection, 
Youth 
surveys, Adult 
surveys, Flow 
diagram 

16b Cite studies that might appear to meet the inclusion criteria, but which were excluded, and explain why 
they were excluded. 

N/A 

Study 
characteristics  

17 Cite each included study and present its characteristics. Supplemental 
Material 2 - 
Tables 1, 2 

Risk of bias in 
studies  

18 Present assessments of risk of bias for each included study. N/A 

Results of 
individual studies  

19 For all outcomes, present, for each study: (a) summary statistics for each group (where appropriate) and 
(b) an effect estimate and its precision (e.g. confidence/credible interval), ideally using structured tables 
or plots. 

N/A 

Results of 
syntheses 

20a For each synthesis, briefly summarise the characteristics and risk of bias among contributing studies. N/A 

20b Present results of all statistical syntheses conducted. If meta-analysis was done, present for each the 
summary estimate and its precision (e.g. confidence/credible interval) and measures of statistical 
heterogeneity. If comparing groups, describe the direction of the effect. 

N/A 

20c Present results of all investigations of possible causes of heterogeneity among study results. N/A 

20d Present results of all sensitivity analyses conducted to assess the robustness of the synthesized results. N/A 

Reporting biases 21 Present assessments of risk of bias due to missing results (arising from reporting biases) for each 
synthesis assessed. 

N/A 

Certainty of 
evidence  

22 Present assessments of certainty (or confidence) in the body of evidence for each outcome assessed. N/A 

DISCUSSION   

Discussion  23a Provide a general interpretation of the results in the context of other evidence. Notable 
survey 
characteristics, 
CM types, 
Procedures to 
address 
respondent 
safety and 
comfort  

23b Discuss any limitations of the evidence included in the review. Limitations 

23c Discuss any limitations of the review processes used. Limitations 

23d Discuss implications of the results for practice, policy, and future research. Mainly in 
Future 
Research 

OTHER INFORMATION  

Registration and 
protocol 

24a Provide registration information for the review, including register name and registration number, or 
state that the review was not registered. 

Not registered  

24b Indicate where the review protocol can be accessed, or state that a protocol was not prepared. Protocol was 
not prepared 

24c Describe and explain any amendments to information provided at registration or in the protocol. N/A 
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Section and 

Topic  
Item 

# 
Checklist item  

Location 

where item is 

reported  

Support 25 Describe sources of financial or non-financial support for the review, and the role of the funders or 
sponsors in the review. 

N/A 

Competing 
interests 

26 Declare any competing interests of review authors. N/A 

Availability of 
data, code and 
other materials 

27 Report which of the following are publicly available and where they can be found: template data 
collection forms; data extracted from included studies; data used for all analyses; analytic code; any 
other materials used in the review. 

N/A 

 

2. Search strategy  

 

The abstracts database was searched to identify articles that used potentially eligible surveys as the base of data 

analysis in those articles.  

 

We conducted a systematic search across eight databases from January 1, 2000 to January 27, 2020 to screen 

research articles that used potentially eligible surveys. Given similarities in inclusion criteria, the search strategies 

from Hovdestad et al. 2015 were employed for this review, except that Social Policy and Practice was not searched 

(because of lack of access) and was replaced with Social Science Citation Index (a more comprehensive database). 

Database(s): Embase (1974 to 2020 January 24), Global Health (1973 to 2020 Week 03), Medline (OVID) (1946-

present), PsycINFO (1987 to January Week 3 2020), Cumulative Index of Nursing and Allied Health Literature 

(1981-present), EconLit (1969-present), Education Resources Information Center (Proquest), Social Sciences 

Citation Index (1976-present).  

Before submission for publication, the search was updated to July 5, 2021. 

 

Search strategies  

1     (child$ and (victimizat* or victimisat*)).mp.  

2     (child$ adj4 (abuse$ or maltreat$ or violen$ or neglect$ or assault$)).ti,ab.  

3     (child$ and (physical$ adj2 punishment$)).mp. 

4     (child$ and punitiv$ and experienc$).mp.  

5     (survey$ adj3 (health or representativ$ or household$ or house?hold$ or general$ or morbid$)).mp.  

6     or/1-4  

7     5 and 6  

8     (national$ and child$).mp.  

9     (victimizat$ or victimisat$ or (child$ adj2 (abus$ or maltreat$ or neglect$)) or ((domest$ or famil$ or partner$) 

and (violenc$ or violent$)) or ((sex$ or psycholog$ or emotion$) adj2 (assault$ or abus$ or maltreat$)) or 

((witness$ or 

expos$ or exposed$) and violen$) or ("physical punishment" or punitive or "physical abuse")).mp.  

10     7 and 8 and 9  

11     7 or 10  

12     limit 11 to yr="2020 -Current" 

13     remove duplicates from 12  

3. Exclusion criteria 

 

Surveys were excluded if they: 

1. assessed child maltreatment by reports by adult proxy interviewees (e.g., parents); 

2. addressed special populations, such as only women, clinical samples, unless they are within a 

representative population; 

3. included a sampling frame smaller than a country; 
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4. were conducted by non-government organizations such as think tanks or academic institutions, or  

government involvement was limited to funding the survey; 

5. used ineligible study type, such as case-series, case-control, and qualitative studies; 

6. were presented in non-published articles, such as conference abstracts, books, and dissertations, newspaper 
articles, commentaries, and letters to the editor; 

7. if identified by an article that neglected to identify the survey name, and no additional references were 
provided or available (e.g., no methods article or link to survey information); 

8. collected data before year 2000; 

9. were identified in non-English peer-reviewed publication or governmental report/website. 

 

4. Definitions  

Child Maltreatment Types  

Time-frame for all types: maltreatment occurred before age 18 years 

Types of maltreatment and perpetrators  Example of survey questions  

Physical abuse/violence  
 
Perpetrators: a parent/caregiver/guardian 

- Punch you, kick you, whip you, or beat you with an object 
- Choke you, smother you or try to drown you 
- Burn or scald you intentionally (including putting hot pepper in your mouth or on another 

body part) 
- Use or threaten to use a knife or other weapon against you 

Sexual abuse/violence 
 
Perpetrators: anyone, someone  
 

- Non-contact sexual abuse: threaten sexual violence, exhibitionism, verbal sexual 
harassment 

- Unwanted sexual touching: touched you in a sexual way without your permission 
- Attempted unwanted sex: tried to make you have sex without your permission 
- Physically forced sex: physically forced to have sex regardless of whether you did or did 

not fight back 
- Pressured sex: pressured you in a non-physical way to have sex against your will and sex 

happened by: (a) doing things like telling you lies, making promises about the future they 
knew were untrue, threatening to end your relationship, or threatening to spread rumors 
about you; (b) by repeatedly asking for sex, or showing they were unhappy; or (c) using 
their influence or authority over you, e.g., saying they will give you bad grades, that they 
will fire you, or that they will arrest you. 
 

- Make children to engage in any unlawful or psychologically harmful sexual activity  
- Sexual exploitation:  

- Receiving money or goods for sex; given you money to have sex with them; give 
you food, gifts, or any favors so that you have sex with them 

- The exploitative use of children in prostitution or other unlawful sexual practices; 
and the exploitative use of children in pornographic performances and materials. 

Emotional abuse/maltreatment/neglect 
 
Perpetrators: a parent/caregiver/guardian 

- Say that you were not loved or did not deserve to be loved 
- Say that they wished you had never been born or were dead 
- Ridicule you or put you down (for example say that you were stupid or useless) 
- Ever threaten to abandon you or threaten you that they would force you to leave home 
- Emotional neglect: a failure of parents or caregivers to respond to a child’s emotional 

needs 

Neglect  
Perpetrators: a parent/caregiver/guardian  

Physical neglect: not having basic needs, such as being kept clean or having food and clothing 
provided 

Exposure to family violence 
Exposure to violence between adults in the 
home.  Exposure to violence between 
“family members” or “in the family” is not 
included as it can be violence with 
siblings. 

- Heard or witnessed parents/caregivers/adult member in your home verbally hurting each 
other 

- Heard or witnessed parents/caregivers/adult member in your home physically hurting each 
other 

 

Procedures to increase comfort and safety of respondents  

 

Type of procedure Definition or information to determine the presence of procedure 

Assent  
 

Participants who are legally too young to give informed consent, express willingness to 
participate in research, since they are old enough to understand the purpose of the research. 

Consent  
 

Voluntary agreement of an individual, or his or her authorized representative, who has legal 
capacity to give consent. 
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- Active consent: Parent or legal guardian is required to sign and return a form if they 
approve their child's participation. 

- - Passive consent: Parent or legal guardian is required to notify the school or 
researchers if they refuse to allow their child's participation in the research. 

Confidentiality 
 

Measures undertaken to protect secrecy after the data were collected; and not shared without 
consent of the respondent (e.g., kept by researcher in a locked cabinet). Confidentiality is a sub-
category of privacy. 

Privacy  
 

Measures taken to ensure respondent privacy during data collection, including consideration of 
environmental features to maximize the participant’s comfort - e.g., location, space, logistics, 
technical features. 

Anonymity  No identifying information collected. 

Voluntary  
 

Participant given the choice to participate in the survey with no coercion or undue influence to 
take part in the survey.  

Withdrawal  
 

Respondent informed that they can terminate the survey or skip questions/sections they don’t 
want to answer at any time during data collection.  

Information for support services 
provided 

 The interviewers or survey administrators provided all participants with a list of services in case 
they wanted to seek services on their own. 

Follow-up provided if respondent 
indicated distress or safety concerns  
 

- Interviewers offered referrals to anyone who met certain criteria in the process of data collection 
(e.g., became upset during the interview, felt unsafe in current living situation; had experienced 
physical, sexual, or emotional violence in the past; was under age 18 and had exchanged sex for 
money, goods, or favours in the past 12 months; reported being in immediate danger; requested 
help for violence). 
- If a participant indicated to the interviewer that she or he was in immediate danger, the 
interviewer activated the response plan for acute cases. 

Sensitivity training to interviewers
   
 

 - Trainings emphasized the survey’s ethical protocols that protect youth from retribution for 
participating in survey research on violence in their communities. This included emphasizing the 
need to ensure privacy during the interview, and the need to guarantee confidentiality and 
emphasize the voluntary nature of participation. 

 - The training placed emphasis on conducting the interview with sensitivity, empathy, and 
mindfulness of the participant’s level of comfort, as well as how and when to provide referrals to 
outside care or services. 

Individuals with relevant 
knowledge/specific characteristics 
conducted interviews  

 Priority given to interviewers with experience in the area of focus of the survey (e.g., health data 
collection experience for a health survey), social workers, or women interviewing women to 
increase comfort of respondents. 
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