
Theme Definition When to use When not to use 

Accessibility The 

interventions 

include 

approaches 

deployed to 

make the tests 

affordable and 

accessible to 

the population  

Apply this code to mean strategies that 

brought testing closer to the people, 

covered more people, in addition to making 

testing affordable. Interventions that fall 

under this could include increasing number 

of testing facilities; categories of 

individuals tested among others.  

Do not use this code if 

interventions are proposed, but 

have not been implemented 

Diagnostics 

 

 
 

This covers all 

the diagnostic 

assays 

available and 

approaches to 

ensuring they 

are in plenty 

Apply this code to capture all strategies that 

resulted in new or more testing assays on 

the market. This could include use of both 

PCR and RDTs, repurposing manufacturing 

plants for manufacturing of diagnostics 

among others 

Do not use this code if there is no 

evidence that this indeed happened.  

Regulatory & 

Legislation 

Regulatory 

and legislative 

frameworks 

that allowed 

several players 

onto the 

market to help 

boost 

availability of 

testing 

Apply this code where there is indication 

that existing legislation and regulatory 

frameworks were made more 

accommodative and flexible to handle the 

immediate challenges around COVID-19 

testing. Use if there is an indication that the 

red tape was reduced.  

Do not use this code if the 

frameworks were more prohibitive 

than accommodative 

Integration Integration of 

COVID-19 

testing in the 

existing health 

care systems 

without having 

to reinvent the 

wheel 

Apply this code to descriptions on where 

countries used the already existing systems 

to increase testing. This could include 

systems available for the other diseases 

e.g., Malaria, TB, HIV among others.  

Do not apply this code if there is no 

evidence that these systems were 

actually leveraged. Do not include 

if these were mere proposals, and 

did not happen.  
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Personnel The number of 

personnel 

available to do 

COVID-19 

testing as well 

as approaches 

that improve 

capacity of the 

personnel to 

do COVID-19 

testing 

Apply this code to strategies that involved 

increasing capacity and number of for the 

human resources.  

Do not apply this code to criteria 

that does not relate to increasing 

number of personnel available for 

COVID-19 testing. Also do not 

include if there is no indication of 

such trainings 

Technology & 

Innovation 

Interventions 

that leverage 

technology 

and also use 

the available 

testing 

systems more 

efficiently.  

Apply this code in instances where 

innovative ways to increase testing were 

adopted. This could include better use of 

technology and testing systems., as well as 

efficient testing approaches.    

Do not apply this code if the routine 

or expected is what has been done 

Collaboration  Countries 

develop 

partnerships 

both in country 

and out of the 

country to help 

with increased 

testing. These 

partnerships 

are aimed at 

supporting 

countries to 

expand testing.   

Apply this code to instances where 

countries created partnerships to help with 

increased testing. These partnerships could 

be aimed at increasing testing equipment, 

reagents, trainings, guidelines among 

others 

Do not use this code if partnerships 

or collaborations did not lead to 

influence testing  
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