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Semi-structured interview guide 

Professional group Question  Prompts 

Healthcare 

professionals and 

health regulators 

How is detection of Atrial Fibrillation currently addressed in your 

country/region? 

 

 

What currently successful, established disease screening programs 

(e.g. diabetes, hypertension etc.) implemented in clinical practice 

in your country/region? 

 

Could you please assess whether AF screening could be 

integrated into established screening programs? 

 

What population-based health promotion strategies (e.g. for high 

blood pressure, diabetes, cholesterol, cancer) in place in your 

country/region? 

Could you please assess whether AF promotion could be 

integrated into established promotion programs? 

 

What is your opinion about a tele-health centre that could support 

AF screening (the interpretation of the ECG, training, other 

potentially relevant ECG findings? 

Where should such tele-health services be develop (e.g. 

hospitals, third party providers? 

Please describe the availability of support tools (e.g. scan record 

for risk factors by software) identify the individuals that should be 

screened for a particular disease in your country/region? 

 

Please assess the adaption of such a support tool for AF 

screening? 

What would be the role of such a support tool to help identify 

patients at risk of AF?  

Where do you see it implemented or where do you see an 

added value? 
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 Scenario 1: 

 
 

Healthcare 

professionals and 

health regulators 

Please assess the feasibility of opportunistic single time point AF 

screening in your country/region 

 

 

In which setting do you see opportunistic single time point AF 

screening implemented? 

Prompt if GP, pharmacy not mentioned Any others?  

Which healthcare providers should be involved for both 

screening and evaluation? 

Healthcare 

professionals 

What do you consider the major obstacles/barriers for the 

implementation of opportunistic single time point AF screening in 

your country/region? 

What are the healthcare professional barriers? 

What structural barriers are there? 

What additional support is necessary to implement this 

scenario? 

How would you handle a positive result? What process of referral that seems feasible? 

Who would do the initial follow-up (cardiac evaluation, 

rhythm/rate control and anticoagulation)? 

Health regulators Could you please describe the pathways (decision-making 

procedures) to propose and enforce opportunistic single time 

point screening in your country? 

What are the regulatory requirements? 

 

How do you think reimbursement cost will be covered for this 

screening approach?  

Where might possible reimbursement could come from? 

 

Could you please describe possible system-related barriers to this 

screening approach? 
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 Scenario 2 

 
 

Healthcare 

professionals and 

health regulators 

Please assess the feasibility of opportunistic prolonged point AF 

screening in your country/region 

 

 

In which setting do you see opportunistic prolonged AF screening 

implemented? 

 

Prompt if GP, pharmacy, hospital not mentioned  

Any others?  

Which healthcare providers should be involved for both 

screening and evaluation? 

Healthcare 

professionals 

What do you consider the major obstacles/barriers for the 

implementation of opportunistic prolonged AF screening in your 

country/region? 

What are the healthcare professional barriers? 

What structural barriers are there? 

What additional support is necessary to implement this 

scenario? 

How would you handle a positive result? What process of referral that seems feasible? 

Who would do the initial follow-up (cardiac evaluation, 

rhythm/rate control and anticoagulation)? 

Health regulators Could you please describe the pathways (decision-making 

procedures) to propose and enforce opportunistic prolonged AF 

screening in your country? 

What are the regulatory requirements? 

Are there different regulatory requirements between scenario 

1 and 2? 

How do you think reimbursement cost will be covered for this 

screening approach?  

Where might possible reimbursement could come from? 

 

Could you please describe possible system-related barriers to this 

screening approach? 
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 Scenario 3 

 
 

Healthcare 

professionals and 

health regulators 

Please assess the feasibility of systematic single time point / 

prolonged point AF screening in your country/region 

 

 

In which setting do you see opportunistic prolonged AF screening 

implemented? 

 

Prompt if GP, pharmacy, hospital not mentioned  

Any others?  

Which healthcare providers should be involved for both 

screening and evaluation? 

Healthcare 

professionals 

What do you consider the major obstacles/barriers for the 

implementation of systematic single time point / prolonged point 

AF screening in your country/region? 

What are the healthcare professional barriers? 

What structural barriers are there? 

What additional support is necessary to implement this 

scenario? 

How would you handle a positive result? What process of referral that seems feasible? 

Who would do the initial follow-up (cardiac evaluation, 

rhythm/rate control and anticoagulation)? 

Health regulators Could you please describe the pathways (decision-making 

procedures) to propose and enforce systematic single time point / 

prolonged point AF screening in your country? 

What are the regulatory requirements? 

Are there different regulatory requirements between scenario 

1, 2 and 3? 

How do you think reimbursement cost will be covered for this 

screening approach?  

Where might possible reimbursement could come from? 

 

Could you please describe possible system-related barriers to this 

screening approach? 

 

  

BMJ Publishing Group Limited (BMJ) disclaims all liability and responsibility arising from any reliance
Supplemental material placed on this supplemental material which has been supplied by the author(s) BMJ Open

 doi: 10.1136/bmjopen-2021-059156:e059156. 12 2022;BMJ Open, et al. Engler D



 

5 

 

 Scenario 4 

 
Healthcare 

professionals and 

health regulators 

Please assess the feasibility of patient led AF screening in your 

country/region 

 

 

In which setting do you see patient led AF screening implemented? 

 

Prompt if community venues not mentioned  

Any others?  

Which healthcare providers should be involved for both 

screening and evaluation? 

Healthcare 

professionals 

What do you consider the major obstacles/barriers for the 

implementation of patient led AF screening in your 

country/region? 

What are the healthcare professional barriers? 

What structural barriers are there? 

What additional support is necessary to implement this 

scenario? 

How would you handle a positive result? What process of referral that seems feasible? 

Who would do the initial follow-up (cardiac evaluation, 

rhythm/rate control and anticoagulation)? 

Health regulators Could you please describe the pathways (decision-making 

procedures) to propose and enforce systematic patient led AF 

screening in your country? 

What are the regulatory requirements? 

Are there different regulatory requirements between scenario 

1, 2 and 3? 

How do you think reimbursement cost will be covered for this 

screening approach?  

Where might possible reimbursement could come from? 

 

Could you please describe possible system-related barriers to this 

screening approach? 
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Healthcare 

professionals and 

health regulators 

Could you recommend/prefer one of the 4 given approaches or 

any other scenario for AF screening in your country? 

 

Remind about scenarios if necessary 

Is there anything else we have not considered about obstacles and 

opportunities of AF screening implementation in your 

country/region? 
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