
 

Supplementary Table 1   Demographic characteristics of study participants 

Participants Gender Age Range 

(years) 

Date of 

Graduation 

Date of Entry 

to Workforce 

BR1 Male 25-30 Nov 2019 Feb 2020 

BR2 Male 25-30 Nov 2019 Feb 2020 

BR3 Male 30-35 May 2020 May 2020 

BR4 Female 25-30 Nov 2019 Feb 2020 

BR5 Female 25-30 May 2020 May 2020 

BR6 Female 25-30 July 2019 Aug 2019 

BR7 Female 25-30 Dec 2019 Feb 2020 

BR8 Female 25-30 Dec 2019 Feb 2020 

BR9 Male 30-35 Dec 2019 Feb 2020 

BR10 Female 25-30 Dec 2019 Feb 2020 

BR11 Female 20-25 Dec 2019 Feb 2020 

BR12 Male 25-30 July 2019 Aug 2019 

BR13 Female 25-30 July 2019 Aug 2019 

BR14 Male 25-30 Dec 2019 Feb 2020 

     

CK1 Male 20-25 April 2020 May 2020 

CK2 Female 20-25 April 2020 May 2020 

CK3 Female 20-25 April 2020 May 2020 

CK4 Female 30-35 April 2020 May 2020 

CK5 Female 20-25 April 2020 May 2020 

CK6 Female 25-30 April 2020 May 2020 

CK7 Female 20-25 April 2020 May 2020 

CK8 Male 25-30 April 2020 May 2020 

CK9 Male 20-25 April 2020 May 2020 

CK10 Male 20-25 April 2020 May 2020 

CK12 Male 20-25 April 2020 May 2020 

CK12 Male 25-30 April 2020 May 2020 

CK13 Male 25-30 April 2020 May 2020 
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Interview Guide  

 

Expectations of Internship/Residency during Covid-19 

Prior to starting work as an intern/resident, what did you think it would be like during the first 

couple of months working as an intern/resident?   

To what extent were your expectations affected by the fact that you were starting work during 

the Covid-19 public health situation? 

How did you expect you would be spending the working day?   

How confident did you expect to feel in your work? 

Probe: Do you think that confidence was affected by the circumstances of starting work 

during Covid-19? 

Unrelated to the public health situation, what were the biggest challenges you expected to 

encounter as an intern/resident? In the weeks before you started, did you anticipate any new 

challenges related to Covid-19?   

How well do you feel the undergraduate curriculum has prepared you for internship/residency 

during the Covid-19 pandemic? 

 

Perceptions of First Month Working as an Intern/Resident  

Looking back on your first month in the role of intern/resident, what were the biggest 

challenges you faced initially? how many of those do you think were related to working 

during the Covid-19 health crisis?  

Probe: What kind of challenges did you encounter? 

How did the experience of the last month compare to your expectations of starting as an 

intern/resident in the time of Covid-19?   

What kind of work did you spend your time doing during the past month?   

How were your relationships with other doctors and allied healthcare professionals, and do 

you think that the Covid-19 crisis has impacted upon those interactions? 

Probe: Have infection control measures including social distancing affected those 

relationships and interactions? 

How were your interactions with patients during the past month, and do you think that the 

Covid-19 crisis has impacted upon those interactions? 

Probe: Have infection control measures including social distancing affected those 

relationships and interactions? 

Have you had any concerns in relation to contracting Covid-19 yourself working in the 

healthcare setting?  
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Were you concerned about the possible transmission of Covid-19 to family/household 

members? 

Have you felt protected with adequate protective measures and supplies working during the 

Covid-19 pandemic? 

 

Preparing Doctors to Work in a Pandemic 

How could the undergraduate curriculum have prepared you better to work in a pandemic 

environment? 

Do you have any concerns regarding training opportunities available to you as an 

intern/resident during the months ahead?  

Are you aware of mental health supports available to interns/residents? 

What would you tell a medical student a few weeks from graduation if they asked you for 

advice about how to prepare for internship/residency in the current Covid-19 environment? 
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