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Database of
identifiers in the
birth cohort, held
by ONS Health
Analysis and Life
Events Team
(Step 1)

Identifiers extracted from
birth cohort:

-Baby’s NHS number
-Baby’s & mother’s date of
birth

-Sex of baby

-Full postcode

-Existing Study ID

Data pre-processing and
cleaning of birth cohort
file

Identifier data encrypted
and original identifiers
deleted
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Identifiers extracted from
birth registration data:
-Baby’s NHS number
-Baby’s & mother’s date of
birth

-Sex of baby

-Full postcode

-Mother’s forename
-Mother’s surname
-Mother’s maiden name

ONS Vital Statistics
Output Branch area of
SRS (Step 2)
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file
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Identifier data encrypted
and original identifiers
deleted

ONS Data Encryption

Encrypted identifiers from
birth cohort and birth
registration linked to
generate encrypted identifier
file based on mothers’
names, dob, postcode
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ONS Data Linkage
Environment Step 5

Indicates data are
kept separate

Census 2011 data
(encrypted identifiers and
attribute data)

encryption based on
mothers’ identifiers linked
to Census 2011 data
(encrypted extract held on
secure data linkage
server)

— — — - Indicates separate
servers

ONS Data Linkage
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Environment Step 6

Study ID (random index)
from birth cohort added
to Census attribute data

Birth cohort SRS area containing |
de-identified attribute data only !

Census 2011 attribute
data sent to birth cohort

Pre-release assessment

area of SRS for research
access (linked to birth

cohort via Study ID)
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