
Supplementary file 1: In-depth interview guide 

Before commencing the focus group discussion or In-depth interview, please ensure 

informed consent is received.  

“Hello, my name is_______________. I work for _______________. You recently 

consented to participate in a study about HIV testing at your work premises and this 

interview is part of the follow-up activities for that study. Your name will not be included 

in any documents or presentations but we may include the name of this location. If you 

are uncomfortable with any of this, you are free to opt out of participating now or at any 

time during the discussion.  You can also choose not to answer any of the questions. 

Please stop me at any time during the interview if you have questions or concerns.  

Interview guide for clinical trial particpants who received an HIV positive diagnosis 

1. What is your experience of participating in this study during the COVID-19 pandemic? 

2. What challenges have you faced, if any? How can the study team help you to 

overcome these challenges? 

3. What lessons have you learned while participating in this study during the pandemic? 

4. What should we do in future to prevent such challenges and experiences from 

happening? 

5. Have you heard anything about being HIV positive and COVID-19? 

6. What actions have you taken since you received your HIV test results? (Probe: 

personal actions, family actions, disclosure, social actions, behavioural actions, ART) 

7. Have you experienced any side-effects from the HIV treatment? How did you manage 

them? Were there any challenges faced in the management of the side effects? 

8. Are there any actions that you did not take related to your HIV care due to the COVID-

19 pandemic? What solutions have you found to overcome these challenges? 

9. How many doses of the HIV treatment have you missed since the start of the COVID-

19 pandemic? Why? How do you suggest that we reach you to provide your treatment 

during this time?  

10. Are you willing to have a nurse counsellor to conduct home visits? What exactly would 

you like the counsellor to do?  
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Interview guide for clinical trial particpants who received an HIV negative diagnosis 

1. What is your experience of participating in this study during the COVID-19 pandemic? 

2. What challenges have you faced, if any? How can the study team help you to 

overcome these challenges? 

3. What lessons have you learned while participating in this study during the pandemic? 

4. What should we do in future to prevent such challenges and experiences from 

happening? 

5. Have you heard anything about HIV and COVID-19? 

6. What actions have you taken since you received your HIV test results? (Probe: 

behavioural actions, condom use, VMMC, PrEP) 

7. Are there any actions that you did not take related to HIV prevention due to the COVID-

19 pandemic? What solutions have you found to overcome these challenges? 

8. How do you suggest that we reach you to provide prevention services during this time?  

 

Thank you for your time and participation, we have learnt a lot from our discussion here 

today and we hope the time has also been useful to you. 
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