
Appendix 1. Summary of the different types of facemasks included in the review and their intended 

uses 

Type of face 

mask/covering 

Description and Intended use 

Surgical mask1, 2 
- Loose-fitting, disposable device, made in different thicknesses 

- Creates a physical, protective barrier between the mouth and nose of 

the wearer and potential contaminants in the immediate environment 

i.e. splashes, sprays, large droplets or splatter.  

- Primarily intended to prevent the wearer from spreading respiratory 

droplets 

- Intended for single use  

- Does not filter or block very small particles, gases or chemicals in the air 

that may be transmitted by coughs, sneezes, or certain medical 

procedures.  

- Do not provide complete protection from germs and other 

contaminants because of the loose fit between the surface of the mask 

and the face. 

N95 mask2, 3  - Respiratory protective device designed to achieve a very close facial fit. 

The edges of the respirator are designed to form a seal around the nose 

and mouth. 

- Require fit-testing and must be adjusted to the face.  

- Intended to help reduce wearer exposure to airborne particles as well 

as larger droplets and protect the wearer from splashes and sprays.  

- Filters out very fine particles.  

- Commonly used in healthcare settings.  

- Should not be shared or reused. 

Non-medical face 

masks/covering4 
- Cloth face coverings are only intended to help contain the wearer’s 

respiratory droplets from being spread. 

- At least 2-3 layers needed to block respiratory droplets.  

- Not intended for use in a clinical setting or explicitly to prevent the 

transmission of disease between persons.  

- Some are reusable, and need to be washed after each use.  
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