
Supplementary File 1. COREQ Checklist 

 

No. Item Comment 

Domain 1: Research team and reflexivity 

1 Interview/facilitator AFR, AA, RDMAA, AT,  

2 Credentials AFR (B.PSYCH (Hons)); AA (MBBS, SB-Surg), RDMA (MBBS, FRACS); AT 
(PhD, MPH, MM) 

3 Occupation AFR (Psychologist); AA/RDMA (Surgeons); AT/MI/KH(Research Fellows); 
SJC/ JCC/ (Nephrologists) 

4 Gender AFR, AT (Female); AA, RDMA (Male) 

5 Experience and training AFR and AT have conducted and published qualitative research. AT has 
additional conducted lectures in qualitative methods and methodology. 

6 Relationship established None 

7 Participant knowledge of the 
interviewer 

AFR/AA/RA/AT professional interest in clinical and policy relevant issues in 
organ donation.  

8 Interviewer characteristics AFR is a psychologist and PhD student with a focus in organ donation and 
transplantation. AA/RDMA are transplant surgeons. AT is a social researcher 
with a focus in chronic kidney disease, transplantation and organ donation. 

Study design 

9 Theoretical framework Grounded theory 

10 Sampling Purposive 

11 Method of approach Market research company 

12 Sample size Refer to Table 1 

13 Non-participation N=3  

14 Setting of data collection Professional meeting room 

15 Presence of non-participants Interpreter (n=1) 

16 Description of sample Refer to Table 1 

17 Interview guide See supplementary file 2 

18 Repeat interviews Single focus group conducted 

19 Audio/visual recording Focus groups were audio recorded and video recorded 

20 Field notes AFR/AA/RDMA/AT recorded field notes 

21 Duration Two hours 

22 Data saturation Yes 

23 Transcripts returned No 

Analysis and findings 

24 Number of data coders AFR/AA/AT 

25 Description of the coding tree No 

26 Derivation of themes Inductively derived from data 

27 Software HyperRESEARCH 

28 Participant checking No 

29 Quotations presented Refer to Table 2 

30 Data and findings consistent Quotations provided to illustrate each theme. 

31 Clarity of major themes Yes 

32 Clarity of minor themes Yes 
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Focus group topic guide 

Time Duration Guide and questions 

 5 mins Welcome and introduction 

 Welcome and thank you for coming along to today’s discussion group about organ donation. 
[Name] is a [occupation] from [Y] and I’m [X, a researcher] from the University of Sydney. 

 Over about the next 2 hours, we would like to get an idea of what your thoughts are on organ 
transplantation and donation. Also, as you may or may not be aware, there are many people 
waiting for a transplant and there is a shortage of organs in Australia. During this discussion, we 
would like to hear about organ donation.  

 This study is funded by the Sydney Local Health District. 

 We believe it’s important to learn and understand the perspectives and thoughts of the general 
public on this topic. Your input could be used to help inform the development of educational 
information, health services, and organ donation policy that takes community values into account. 

 Please feel free to ask any questions. Participation is voluntary. You are free to leave at any time 
without any reason or explanation. Everything we discuss will be kept confidential. Nothing you say 
will be traced back to you as everything will be reported as a “group” finding. We would also 
appreciate it if you could please keep this discussion confidential also. 

 This will be recorded so that I can transcribe and analyse the data later on. 

 We will be running a number of focus groups with the community; 6 (including this group) with 
members of the Arabic – speaking community in Sydney.  

 You are here to share your own views on organ donation. During this discussion you are free to 
agree or disagree with one another. Others may not share the same opinion or views as you – 
which is fine; but please do listen to each other considerately and respectfully. 

 10 mins Ice breaker 

Can you please say your name (for the transcriber) and what made you decide to come along 
today? And, what is the first thing that comes to mind when I say “organ donation.” 

 15 mins Knowledge about organ donation and transplantation 

 What sorts of things have you heard about transplantation? (benefits/risks) 

 How do you think doctors know when someone is an organ donor or not? (donor card, registration) 

 How important/not important do you think a family’s decision is? 

 If someone has passed away, can you describe what happens to them if they are an organ donor 
and their family agrees? 

 How do you think organs are allocated or how are the recipients chosen? 

 In what way might this influence your views or decisions about organ donation? 

 25 mins Decisions to be an organ donor 

 Would you be a deceased organ donor? - Why/ Why not? 

 Is there anything that would make you NOT want to be a deceased organ donor? - Why/ Why not? 

 Have you heard of the organ donor register? (Australian Organ Donor Register) Would you or have 
you registered to be an organ donor? - Why/ Why not? What would make you want/not want to 
register? 

 Have you discussed your thoughts or decisions about organ donation with your family – why? What 
did you discuss? 

 What sorts of things do you think would make you personally (or others) more likely to donate your 
organs? 

 Currently, Australia has an opt-in system. You can choose to be an organ donor. A number of 
countries have an opt-out system – so you are by default an organ donor but you can opt out. If an 
opt-out system was implemented in Australia – what would your response be, why? 



 25 min Decisions for family members to be an organ donor 

 In your family, who makes the decisions about difficult questions? (give examples) 

 Do you know if any of your family members would/would not agree (or registered) to be an organ 
donor - why? 

 If you had a family member that was admitted to hospital after a car accident and you were told that 
they had passed away. Would you give consent to donate their organs (if they were an organ 
donor) - why? 

 Is there anything that would make you not want to donate their organs? 

 What sorts of things do you think would make you personally (or others) more likely to donate your 
organs? 

 In Australia, family members can veto a person’s decision to be an organ donor. I.e. if the person 
has passed away and has registered to be a donor, family members can say no. Do you agree with 
this – why? What would your reaction be if family members did NOT have a say? 

 25 mins Perspectives on organ donation in Arabic-speaking communities 

 Are you familiar with any statistics about organ donation in Australia? 

 In Spain, the family consent rate for deceased organ donation is 90%. In Australia it is 60%.Why do 
you think is that? 

 [Participant handout] Here are some data about the number of donors from the Australian Organ 
donation registry, specifically: 

1) The ethnic origin of donors (Table 1) 

 What are your general observations? 

 Can you suggest any reasons for these patterns? 

2) The religious denomination of donors (Table 2) 

 What are your general observations? 

 Can you suggest any reasons for this? 

 15 mins Close 

 Is there anything else that you think is important to add? 

 Thank you 
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Participant handout 

 

Table 1. Ethnic origin of donors (Source: Australian Organ Donation Registry) 

 

 



Table 2. Religious denomination of donors (Source: Australian Organ Donation Registry) 
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Focus group composition (N=53)  

Characteristics Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 Group 5 Group 6 

N 10 7 11 8 8 9 

Age group (yrs) 51+ 18-30 31-50 31-50 18-30 51+ 

Location (suburb) Parramatta Parramatta Parramatta Sydney Sydney Sydney 

Gender n (%)       

Male 5 (50) 3 (43) 5 (45) 2 (25) 4 (50) 5 (56) 

Female 5 (50) 4 (57) 6 (55) 6 (75) 4 (50) 4 (44) 

Marital status       

Married/de facto 8 (80) 0 (0) 9 (81) 4 (50) 2 (25) 6 (67) 

Divorced/ 

separated 

2 (20) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 1 (11) 

Partner (not 
living with) 

0 (0) 1 (14) 2 (18) 0 (0) 1 (13) 1 (11) 

Widowed 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 1 (11) 

Single  0 (0) 6 (86) 0 (0) 4 (50) 5 (63) 0 (0) 

Country of 
birth 

      

Australia 0 (0) 5 (71) 9 (81) 2 (25) 3 (38) 2 (22) 

Lebanon 4 (40) 0 (0) 1 (9) 4 (50) 3 (38) 2 (22) 

Egypt 1 (10) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 4 (44) 

Jordan 3 (30) 0 (0) 1 (9) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 

Saudi Arabia 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 1 (13) 1 (13) 0 (0) 

Other 2 0 (0) 0 (0) 1 (13) 1 (13) 0 (0) 

Mother’s 
country of 
birth 

      

Australia 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 2 (25) 0 (0) 

Lebanon 4 (40) 5 (71) 6 (55) 5 (63) 4 (50) 4 (44) 

Egypt 1 (10) 0 (0) 2 (18) 0 (0) 0 (0) 4 (44) 

Jordan 2 (20) 1 (14) 1 (9) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 

Syria 0 (0) 0 (0) 2 (18) 0 (0) 1 (13) 0 (0) 

Other 2 (20) 1 (14) 0 (0) 3 (38) 1 (13) 2 (22) 

Father’s 
country of 
birth 

      

Australia 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 1 (13) 0 (0) 

Lebanon 3 (30) 5 (71) 6 (55) 4 (50) 4 (50) 4 (44) 



 

Egypt 1 (10) 0 (0) 2 (18) 0 (0) 0 (0) 4 (44) 

Jordan 2 (20) 2 (29) 1 (9) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 

Syria 0 (0) 0 (0) 1 (9) 1 (13) 2 (25) 0 (0) 

Other 3 (30) 0 (0) 3 (27) 3 (38) 0 (0) 0 (0) 

Religion       

Christianity 9 (90) 6 (86) 7 (64) 5 (63) 3 (38) 7 (78) 

Islam 1 (10) 1 (14) 4 (36) 2 (25) 5 (63) 1 (11) 

Buddhism 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 1 (13) 0 (0) 0 (0) 

No religion 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 1 (11) 

Focus group 
disposition 

Thoughtful, 
humorous, 
engaged 

Humorous, 
relaxed, 
confident 

Engaged, 
humorous 

Contemplative 
interested 

Emotional, 
thoughtful, 
intellectual, 

debating 

Serious, 
thoughtful 

 Reaction to 
donation 
statistics 

Shame, 
disappointment 

Hopeful for 
future 

generations 

Disappointment, 

surprise, 

confusion 
regarding 

classification, 
defensive 

Surprise, 
confusion 
regarding 

classification, 
defensive 

 

Unsurprised, 
Surprised 

Disappointment, 
surprise, shock 


