
Appendix B  

Media Analysis Codebook: 
1. Coders name: __ _______ 

2. Country: _____ ___  ______ 

3. Newspaper: _____________ 

4. Publication Year: ______ 

5. Article headline: __ _____ 

1. Positive (triumph): ______ 

2. Negative (tragedy): ______ 

3. Criticism: _________ 

4. Neutral: __________ 

6. Article Code number: _________ 

7. Date accessed for analysis: _____ 

 

The Unit of Analysis: 
The unit of analysis is the entire newspaper story in the selected newspapers.  

A. Demographic Questions about article:  
a. Date article published: __ ____ 

b. Day of the Week: __ ________ 

I. Type of Article:  Where is it found?  Please select one. 

1. News (factual accounts of issues and events): _________  

1. Front page: __________ 

2. Editorial (column stating opinion of newspaper on various issues): 

_____________ 

3. Letter (usually the opinion of a member of the public) or opposite to the 

editorial (Op-Ed): _____________ 

4. Health section (Health column): ____________ 

1. Interview-Question and answer or questions from the public: ___ 

II. Photo or graphic(s) present: 
1. Yes (photos about MDG 5 or directly about the article): ______ 

2. No (no photo and if the only picture present was the journalist): _______ 

  How many: ______ 

A. Photo 1 (describe): ______ 

1) Positive (triumph) (e.g. midwife providing maternal care or community 

health workers providing family planning services):  _______ 

2) Negative (tragedy) (e.g. over crowded maternity ward): _______ 

3) Neutral (e.g. photos of the journalist): ______  

4) Other: _______ 

B. Photo 2 (describe): ______ 

1) Positive (triumph): _______ 

2) Negative (tragedy): ______ 

3) Neutral: _______  

4) Other: _________ 

III. What sources are listed in the byline? 
1) Staff (writers must be identified as staff members in the article. Editorials are 

staff. Also includes “special to” and correspondents of the newspaper, “wire 

and staff reports” and the newspaper’s own wire service. (Note: if both staff 

and wire reports were used (compiled from staff and wire reports), code as 

staff.):_______ 

1. Byline with identifying staff name (e.g., by “John Smith”): ____ 

a. Author and position, if listed (e.g. name and science reporter) 



and contact information: 

i. Name: ___ 

ii. Email: _____  

iii. Telephone number:____ 

iv. Other: ________  

2. Byline without identifying name (e.g., “staff reporter or 

correspondent”): ____ 

2) Wire / News Service (Stories from the AP, Reuters, or any other news service. 

Include stories credited to another newspaper (not the home newspaper), and 

non-local columnists who are not staff, but are regular contributors): _______  

1. Source: ___ 

3)  Reader (Opposite to the editorial, where readers write columns or letter to the 

editor, or in cases where stories are specifically identified as being written by 

an ordinary person from the community in which the paper is distributed.): 

______ 

1. Name: ___________ 

4)  Unknown/Other (Includes stories with bylines that are unidentified as staff, 

wire, or reader.): ___ 

1. Name:_______________________ 
5)  None/no byline (use when the origin of the story is not stated):_______ 

B. Content Analysis: emphasis on “what” the story is about 

I. Purpose of the article/general newsworthiness: Your choice should answer the 

question, “Why was this story written today?” Please select a single story emphasis. 

When the subject seems to be evenly split between two major topics, use the 

headline as a guide to decide which to choose.  

1. Neglected issue/raising awareness/advocacy: ______ 

a. New policy:____ 

b. Personal health information:___ 

c. Community health information:___ 

d.  Investigation/ writer’s analysis:___ 

2. Event coverage/ happening:______ 

a. Research finding/ reporting: _______ 

b. Intervention:______ 

i. Local intervention: _______ 

ii. Global intervention: ______ 

c. Emergency alert: ______ 

3. Other media publication: ______ 

 

II. “Maternal health” or “family planning” main theme or lead-in story 

a) Is maternal health the main topic of the article, or used as a lead-in to the 

piece? 

1. Main topic: ______ 

2. Lead-in only: _____ 

(“Lead in” describes any instance in which a maternal health issue is not 

the MAIN topic – that is, if maternal health isn’t the true lead in or news 

hook, but is referenced or used as an example, code “lead in.”)  

b) Is family planning the main theme of the article, or used as a lead-in to the 

piece? 

1. Main topic: _______ 

2. Lead-in only: ______ 



(“Lead in” describes any instance in which family planning issue is not 

the MAIN topic – that is, if family planning isn’t the true lead in or news 

hook, but is referenced or used as an example, code “lead in.”)  

III. Story size: short (0-500words), medium (501-1000words) or longer/in-depth 

(1001+words). Story length (copy and paste the relevant section into Word, run a 

word count, and report that number.) 

1. 0-500 words: ______ 

2. 501-1000 words: _____ 

3. 1001+ words: _____ 

IV. Population/s affected age-  
1. Female: ______ 

1. Child <15: ______ 

2. Reproductive age: 15-49: ______ 

3. Women >49: ______ 

4. All ages: ______ 

5. Not mentioned: ______ 

2. Male: ______ 

3. Both: ______ 

4. N/A: _______ 

V. Geographical focus:  
a. Specific country/countries: _____  

 Own Country: 

 Bangladesh: ______  

 Rwanda: _____ 

 South Africa:  ______ 

 Other country: ________ 

 List: ____ 

 

b. Specific region/s  (e.g. WHO regional categories): ______ 

1. WHO African Region: ______ 

2. WHO Region of the Americas: _____ 

3. WHO South-East Asia Region:  _____ 

4. WHO European Region: _____ 

5. WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region: _____ 

6. WHO Western Pacific Region: ______ 

2. Global: _____ 

 

VI. Maternal mortality cause of death stated (Select all that applies) 

1. Yes: ______ 

2. No: ______ 

If yes:  
1. Sepsis: ______ 

2. Hemorrhage: ______ 

3. Obstructed labor: _______  

4. Hypertensive disorder of pregnancy –eclampsia and pre-eclampsia: 

_______ 

5. Inadequate prenatal care: ______ 

6. Early childbearing: _____ 

7. Unsafe abortion: ______ 



8. Complications of pregnancy and childbirth: ______ 

9. Indirect causes (i.e malaria, anemia, HIV/AIDS, cardiovascular 

diseases): ____ 

10. Lack of access to health care services: ______ 

11. Other: ______ 

VII. Maternal health interventions proposed/stated- to directly improve maternal 

health 

1. Yes: _____ 

2. No: ______ 

If yes 
Maternal health care: (Select all that applies)  

1) Reproductive health (RH) care (Increasing/ strengthening counseling 

and provision of full range of family planning methods): ____ 

2) Antenatal care  (ANC):____ 

1. Four antenatal visits to screen for illness, provide treatment, and 

offer counseling: ___ 

3) Increase skilled care at birth: ____  

1. Community based package (this would include increasing 

access to care through community health workers or community 

driven outreach to pregnant women): ____ 

2. Training in emergency obstetric care (EmOC): _____  

4) Health system strengthening: _____ 

a. Improved health delivery services (This would include 

increased hiring of staff, new models for healthcare 

delivery, improved funding, etc):____ 

b. Improving equipment for obstetric care: ____ 

c. Refurbishment of existing health facility 

infrastructure:_____ 

5) Postnatal care (PNC) of the mother: ____ 

1. Emergency care to treat severe complications in the mother 

(e.g., anemia, infection, bleeding):____ 

6) Other: _____ 

1. Access to safe abortion: _____ 

2. Reduction in /ending of child marriage:____ 

3. Education/empowerment for women of reproductive 

age:______ 

 

VIII. Family planning mentioned (Select all that applies) 

1. Yes: ______ 

2. No: _______ 

Need for family planning/use of contraception described:  
1. Yes: _____ 

2. No: ______ 

If yes: 
1. Preventing pregnancy-related health risks in women: ____ 

2. Reducing newborn and infant mortality: _____ 

3. Helping to prevent HIV/AIDS: ____ 

4. Empowering women and enhancing education: ____ 

5. Reducing adolescent pregnancies: _____ 

6. Slowing population growth: ______ 

7. Other: ______ 



IX. Barriers to family planning specified: (Select all that applies) 

1. Yes: _____ 

2. No: ______ 

If yes: 
1. Economic/financial barriers for women or couples that prevents access to 

family planning:  ______ 

2.  Government lack of funding for family planning: ______ 

3. Lack of political will/leadership: ______ 

4. Lack of advocacy:_________ 

5. Population illiteracy: ____ 

6. Religious/ cultural beliefs or leaders: ______ 

7. Other: _____ 

X. Cost of providing intervention mentioned: 
1. Yes: _____ 

2. No: ______ 

                          If yes, list: ______ 

XI. MDG 5 explicitly discussed in the article: 
1. Yes: _____  

2. No: ______ 

If yes, what were the topics covered: 
1. Positive progress towards MDG 5: ______ 

2. Some progress but not enough to attain MDG 5 by 2015: _____ 

3. Lack of progress: _______ 

4. Other  (e.g. mentions MDG 5 but not the trend of progress): _____ 

XII. MDG 5 (improving maternal health) lack of progress cause explained 

explicitly: (Select all that applies) 

1. Yes: _____ 

2. No: ______ 

If  “yes”, please check all that apply:  
1. Lack of funding/resources: ___ 

2. Lack of awareness: ____ 

3. Lack of political will/leadership: ____ 

4. Educational (population unaware of the benefits): _____ 

5. Cultural/ religious leaders opposed: _____ 

6. Insufficient implementation of evidence-based interventions: ___ 

7. Other: __ 

XIII. Positive progress towards achieving MDG 5 or improvement of maternal 

health reported: (Select all that applies) 

1. Yes: ______ 

2. No: _______ 

If yes, what were the reasons?  
1) Increased funding/resources: ____ 

2) Greater awareness: ____ 

3) Strong political will/leadership: ____ 

4) Reduction in child marriage: ____ 

5) Increasing women’s education rate 

6) Implementation of evidence-based interventions: _____ 

7) Other: ____   



XIV. Proposed plan of action to achieve MDG 5 or improve maternal health and 

access to reproductive health services: (Select all that applies) 

1. Yes: ______ 

2.  No: ______ 

If yes: 
1. Increase funding/resources: ____ 

2. Creating awareness: ____ 

3. Strong political will/leadership: ____ 

4. Implementation of evidence-based interventions: _____ 

5. Other: ____  

 

XV. Identifying details mentioned: 

1. Important political figures mentioned:  
1. Yes: _____ 

2. No: ______ 

If yes: 
1. Name: ____ 

2. Title: ____ 

3. Profession: _____ 

4. Organization: ____  

5. Country: ___ 

2. Celebrity mentioned: 

1. Yes: _____ 

2. No: ______ 

 If yes: 
1. Name: ____ 

2. Title: ____ 

3. Profession: _____ 

4. Organization: 

5. Country: ___ 

 

C. “Slant”: emphasis on the way the article/ the issue is “slanted” relative to MDG 5 

objectives (i.e. improving maternal health by 2015).  

(Millennium Development Goal 5 (MDG 5) has two targets. The first (“target 5A”) is to 

reduce the maternal mortality ratio by 75% between the years 2000 and 2015, and the 

second (“target 5B”) is to achieve universal access to reproductive health by 2015.)  

I. Event Slant: The “slant” of the news item or event relative to Millennium 

Development goal-5 (MDG 5) objectives.  

Code as either: 

1. Positive impact for MGD5 objectives: ________ 

2. Negative impact for MDG5 objectives: _________ 

3. Mixed impact for MDG5 objective: ________ 

4. Neutral impact for MDG5 objectives: ________ 

II. Opinion Slant: The dominant view or opinion being put forth by the author 

relative to Millennium Development goal-5 (MDG5) objectives. 

Code as either: 

1. Positive impact for MGD5 objectives: ________ 

2. Negative impact for MDG5 objectives: ________ 

3. Mixed impact for MDG5 objectives: _________ 

4. Neutral impact for MDG5 objectives: _________ 



D. Framework analysis: emphasis on  “how” the story is presented  

Articles Frame or Narrative Framework:  

I. Overall story tone- 
1. Negative/Tragic: ______ 

2. Positive/Triumph: _____ 

3. Mixed: ______ 

4. Neutral: _____ 

5. Other: _____ 

II. Story tone on family planning/use of contraceptive: 
1. Positive (e.g. describes benefits of contraception; may also present different 

types of contraceptives): _______ 

2. Negative (e.g. focuses only on the side effects of contraceptives _____ 

without giving alternative to other method of contraceptives):  

3. Neutral: ______ 

4. Other (e.g. use of contraceptive pills for skin care among teenagers, 

prevention of ovarian cancer): _____ 

III. Main theme/ primary theme- Select a single story theme. When the subject 

seems evenly split between two topics, use the headline as a guide to decide which 

to choose.  

1. Human rights/social justice/non-discrimination: _____  

a. Global health movement/social mobilization: _____  

2. Moral (right thing to do): _____ 

3. Policy/program/plan of action: _____ 

a. Health education: _____ 

4. Economic (e.g. articles that focus on the country's economic progress or 

challenges): _____ 

5. Personal/heroic (personal stories e.g. a delivery experience of a woman in a 

maternity ward): ______ 

6. Other: _____ 

 

IV. Sub- theme- Please select all that applies.  

1. Human rights/social justice/non-discrimination: _____ 

2. Moral (right thing to do): _____ 

3. Global health movement/social mobilization: ______ 

4. Millennium Development Goals: _____  

5. Economic: _____ 

6. Policy/program/plan of action: _____ 

7. Personal/heroic: ______ 

8. Health education: _____ 

9. Other: _____ 

V. Characters/Proponent stated: (Select all that applies) 

1. Yes: _____ 

2. No: ______ 

If yes: 
1. Celebrity: _______ (Name _______) 

2. Government/ Government officials: __________ 

3. Patient: _______ 

4. Health professional (doctor/nurse):  _______ 

5. Activist: ________(Name________) 

6. Organization (e.g. Gates foundation): ________ (Name: ______) 

7. Other: _______ 



 

VI. Characters/opponent: 

1. Yes: _____ 

2. No: ______ 

If yes: 
1. Individual: _______ (Name: ________) 

2. Government: _______ (Name: _______) 

3. Organization: _______ (Name: ______) 

4. Other: _______ 

VII. Story dimensions (Select all that applies)  

1. Data/facts: ________    

2. Broad statistics:_______ 

3. Root causes / etiology: _______ 

4. Atypical (portrayed as exotica – e.g. affects people far away – 

relatively rare): ________ 

5. Typical (quotidian problem – e.g. affects us  - happens all the time): 

_______ 

6. Local community context: ______ 

7. National context (e.g. within one country, Rwanda, Bangladesh or 

South Africa): ________ 

8. Continental context (e.g. Africa, Asia..etc) : ______ 

9. Developing countries context (e.g. general low-income countries 

without identifying specific countries): ______ 

10. Developed countries/ donors (Bilateral donor countries e.g. 

USAID): ______ 

11. Global context: ______ 

12. Other: ______ 

 

i. Story action- 

1. New or innovative initiative: ________ (Name: ________) 

2. Protest: ___ 

3. Trial: ____ 

4. Call to action: ____  

5. N/A: ________ 

ii. Who is the primary target audience?   
1. Population at risk or general population of the country: _______ 

2. Government: ______ 

3. International agencies or donor countries: ____ 

iii. Story framework to the audience:  
1. Plea to audience: ______  

2. Informing audience: ______  

3. Inspiring audience: ______ 

4. Criticizing audience (for example, if it is the 

government): _____ 

 

iv. Does the article contain quotations or cite a source? Quotations and/or 

citations may serve as an indicator of the depth of coverage of a topic—

when journalists perceive a problem as being important, they may be more 

likely to seek out credible sources for their opinions.   



Select all that apply: 
 

1. Yes:________ 

2. No:________ 

If “Yes” select all that, apply: 
1. No quotes: _______  

2. Advocate/lobbyist: _______ 

3. Health-related government official: ____ 

4. Researcher: ______ 

5. Scientific paper/report: _____ 

6. Health professional: ____ 

7. Pregnant women: _____ 

8. Politician/legislator: ____ 

9. Press release:_____ 

10. Other: _______ 

 

 

E. Coders’ notes/ additional issues/catchphrases in article 

Quotes: Please quote full sentences or paragraph, Facts; Statistics mentioned; Examples; 

Cultural factors; Other notes: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


