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Supplement 3  Heterogeneity analysis and evaluation of inconsistency of 

all outcomes 
 

1.Heterogeneity analysis 

1.1 Heterogeneity analysis by netheat plot 

1.1.1 total remission 

Network global I2 (from NMA in all comparisons, n=139) =46.6% 

 

eFigure 1 Heterogeneity analysis by netheat plot of total remission. ACTH=adrenocorticotropic 

hormone; AZA=azathioprine; CH=chlorambucil; CTX=cyclophosphamide; CsA=cyclosporine; 
LEF=leflunomide; MMF=Mycophenolate mofetil; MZB=mizoribine; RIT=rituximab; STE=steroids; 
TAC=tacrolimus; TAC+TW=tacrolimus+Tripterygium wilfordii; TW=Tripterygium wilfordii. 
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1.1.2 UTP 

Network global I2 (from NMA in all comparisons, n=91) =71.7% 

 

eFigure 2  Heterogeneity analysis by netheat plot of UTP. ACTH=adrenocorticotropic hormone; 
AZA=azathioprine; CH=chlorambucil; CTX=cyclophosphamide; CsA=cyclosporine; 
LEF=leflunomide; MMF=Mycophenolate mofetil; MZB=mizoribine; RIT=rituximab; STE=steroids; 
TAC=tacrolimus; TAC+TW=tacrolimus+Tripterygium wilfordii; TW=Tripterygium wilfordii. 
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1.1.3 relapse rate 

Network global I2 (from NMA in all comparisons, n=20) =33.1% 

 

eFigure 3  Heterogeneity analysis by netheat plot of relapse rate. ACTH=adrenocorticotropic 

hormone; AZA=azathioprine; CH=chlorambucil; CTX=cyclophosphamide; CsA=cyclosporine; 
LEF=leflunomide; MMF=Mycophenolate mofetil; MZB=mizoribine; RIT=rituximab; STE=steroids; 
TAC=tacrolimus; TAC+TW=tacrolimus+Tripterygium wilfordii; TW=Tripterygium wilfordii. 
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1.1.4 Scr 

Network global I2 (from NMA in all comparisons, n=29) =55.9% 

 
eFigure 4  Heterogeneity analysis by netheat plot of Scr. ACTH=adrenocorticotropic hormone; 

AZA= azathioprine; CH= chlorambucil; CTX= cyclophosphamide; CsA= cyclosporine; LEF= 

leflunomide; MMF= Mycophenolate mofetil; MZB= mizoribine; RIT=rituximab; STE= steroids; 

TAC= tacrolimus; TAC+ TW= tacrolimus+ Tripterygium wilfordii; TW= Tripterygium wilfordii. 
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1.2 Interval plot for the analysis of heterogeneity 

1.2.1 total remission 

 

eFigure 5 Interval plot for the analysis of heterogeneity of effectiveness rate. ACTH = 
adrenocorticotropic hormone; AZA = azathioprine; CH = chlorambucil; CTX = cyclophosphamide; 
CsA = cyclosporine; LEF = leflunomide; MMF = Mycophenolate mofetil; MZB = mizoribine; RIT = 
rituximab; STE = steroids; TAC = tacrolimus; TAC+TW = tacrolimus + Tripterygium wilfordii; TW 
= Tripterygium wilfordii. 
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1.2.2 24h UTP 

 

eFigure 6  Interval plot for the analysis of heterogeneity of 24h UTP. ACTH=adrenocorticotropic 

hormone; AZA=azathioprine; CH=chlorambucil; CTX=cyclophosphamide; CsA=cyclosporine; 
LEF=leflunomide; MMF=Mycophenolate mofetil; MZB=mizoribine; RIT=rituximab; STE=steroids; 
TAC=tacrolimus; TAC+TW=tacrolimus+Tripterygium wilfordii; TW=Tripterygium wilfordii. 
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1.2.3 relapse rate 

 

eFigure 7  Interval plot for the analysis of heterogeneity of relapse rate. ACTH=adrenocorticotropic 

hormone; AZA=azathioprine; CH=chlorambucil; CTX=cyclophosphamide; CsA=cyclosporine; 
LEF=leflunomide; MMF=Mycophenolate mofetil; MZB=mizoribine; RIT=rituximab; STE=steroids; 
TAC=tacrolimus; TAC+TW=tacrolimus+Tripterygium wilfordii; TW=Tripterygium wilfordii. 
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1.2.4 Scr 

 

eFigure 8  Interval plot for the analysis of heterogeneity of Scr. ACTH=adrenocorticotropic hormone; 
AZA=azathioprine; CH=chlorambucil; CTX=cyclophosphamide; CsA=cyclosporine; 
LEF=leflunomide; MMF=Mycophenolate mofetil; MZB=mizoribine; RIT=rituximab; STE=steroids; 
TAC=tacrolimus; TAC+TW=tacrolimus+Tripterygium wilfordii; TW=Tripterygium wilfordii. 
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