
Supplementary File 3: Example exploratory searches  

Databases 

No. hits 

for 

“stillbirth” Types of articles Relevance to review questions 

Art and 

Architecture 

source 10 

poetry, feminism/women's 

studies, historical 

Articles about impact and experiences of 

stillbirth rather than risk factors. 

Criminal Justice 

Abstracts with Full 

Text  

73 

social work, women's studies, 

first person 

accounts/autoethnography 

Articles about impact and experiences of 

stillbirth rather than risk factors. 

Cochrane 

Library  535 

Cochrane Reviews (n=83)  

Trials (423)  

Two Cohrane reviews were tangenitaly 

relevant to research questions (interventions 

to reduce smoking in pregnancy, 

interventions to reduce domestic violence in 

pregnancy).  

Humanities 

international 

complete 120 

Family studies, images, 

religious aspects, first person 

accounts, responses to stillbirth, 

archaeology (burials), how 

stillbirth is conceptualised, 

abortion and morality/ethics 

Articles about impact and experiences of 

stillbirth. 

Race relations 

abstracts 6 

differential medical risks by 

ethnicity, a couple of articles 

relating to social risk factors by 

ethnicity Social inequalities as a risk factors 

Religion and 

Philosophy 

Collection 74 

grief and loss, psychosocial 

identity, religious aspects, 

social responses, attachment 

theory, abortion,  

Articles predominantly about abortion; not 

relevant to research questions 

SocIndex  482 

psychosocial identity, 

psychosocial impacts, mother 

and family experiences, social 

risk factors, grief, coping,  

Social inequality risk factors. Consequences, 

impact and coping. 

Lexis Library 

(legal)   

Professional misconduct cases. 

Judgements about cases where 

a medical intervention/decision 

has led to stillbirth. 

Employment policies. Legal 

frameworks about healthcare 

delivery. Medical law. Tangential to research questions. 

JISC Historical 

Texts 

0 for 

stillbirth, 

308 for 

stillborn 

Literature (66). Medical texts 

(15) - midwifery manuals, 

descriptive works on causes of 

death. 1600s, 1700s. Tangential to research questions. 

Historial abstracts 

(via Ebsco) 

56 for 

stillbirth. 

Rates of stillbirth at different 

historical times and places, 

about perceptions of stillbirth. 

Lots of hits come from journal 

Population Studies. 

Modern history – potential for understanding 

how stillbirth has been conceptualised. 

 

Supplementary material BMJ Open

 doi: 10.1136/bmjopen-2019-029672:e029672. 9 2019;BMJ Open, et al. Kingdon C


