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Supplementary File 3: Interview Guide on Child Marriage 

Interviewees: Stakeholders (Mothers) 

 

Section 1: General Questions 

At the beginning, I would like to get to know about you. 

Questions Probing Questions 

1. May we get to know about you? What do you do now? Do you work?  

Are you retired? 

(In case the person is working) 

2. How long have you worked with your job? 

 

3. How old are you now? What year were you born? 

4. Are you married? 

If yes: At what age did you get married? 

How old was your spouse when he/she got 

married? 

5. Do you have any children? 

If yes: Are they married? 

If yes: How old was she/he when they got 

married? 

If no: Do you know anyone whose daughter/son 

got married before 18 years old? 

 

Section 2: Your Knowledge about Child Marriage 

From now on, I would like to ask questions about your knowledge about underaged marriage. In this 

study, we define “underage marriage” or “child marriage” as those who married before 18 years old. 

Please answer the following from your experience dealing with those who get married as underage 

marriage. 

Questions Probing Questions 

1. Please tell me what do you know about 

“underaged marriage” or “child marriage” in 
Kota Bharu in general. 

If they reply something: 

Where/how/why did you develop this idea? 

If they say “don’t know”: 
Has this topic been of concern to you? In what 

way? 

2. What do you think are the impact of underaged 

marriage to the women who get marry at early 

age? 

Do you think there will be positive effect or 

negative effect? 

3. What do you think are the impact of underaged 

marriage to the society? 

Do you think that it wil create more problem or 

good decision under certain circumstance such 

as pregnancy? 
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Section 3: Opinion about the Consequence of Those who Marry Underage 

Next, I want to ask you what your opinion about the possible consequence of those who marry underage. 

Questions Probing Questions 

1. What do you think about underaged marriage? Do you agree or disagree? Why? 

2. What do you think would happen to them in the 

next 10 to 20 years when the boys or the girls get 

marry below the legal age of 18 years old? 

Do you think there is any social impact? 

Economic impact? 

Health impact? 

3. What do you think are the reasons for underaged 

marriage? 

 

4. How do you feel as the parents of a girl (or a boy) 

who got married early? 

If they don’t have children: How would you feel as 

the parents if your daughter or a son got married 

early? 

 

5. Do you think that abortion is the choice for the 

unmarried mother who are below legal age of 

marriage? 

Why or why not do you think so? 

6. Would you stop the girls and the boys if they say 

that they want to get marry underaged (below 18 

years old)? 

Why or why not do you think so? 

7. What year do you think is the most appropriate age 

for your child to get married? 

Why do you think so? 

8. In your view, what do you think we can do in a 

society to prevent or reduce underaged marriage? 

What do you think would be a preventive / 

deterrent factors of underaged marriage? 

9. Who do you think is the person influential in the 

decision of the girls and the boys to get marry? 

 

10. What do you think is the biggest problem when the 

girls and the boys get marry early? 
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Section 4: Role of Family, Community and government in Preventing Underaged Marriage 

Next, I want to ask you what your opinion about the role of family, community and government in 

preventing underaged marriage. 

Questions Probing Questions 

1. In your view, what should the teacher, community, 

and NGO do to prevent underaged marriage? 

 

2. In your view, what should the government do to 

prevent underaged marriage? 

 

3. What kind of healthcare support you think should 

be provided to those who have underaged 

marriage? 

Any specific type of support regarding 

reproductive health or mental health that 

you think is important for those who get 

marry early? 

4. What kind of social support you think should be 

provided to those who have underaged marriage? 

Do you think the support from welfare 

department or religious leaders are 

important? Who else can provide what kind 

of support? 
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