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Supplementary File 1: Interview Guide on Child Marriage  

(Interviewees: Women who Married below 18 years old.) 

 

Section 1: General Questions 

At the beginning, I would like to get to know you. So, we want to ask some questions about you and your 

marriage. 

Questions Probing Questions 

1. How old are you now? What year were you born? 

2. What was your first age of marriage? When did you get married? 

3. How long have you been married? If there are multiple marriage: 

How long was the duration of each marriage? 

4. Is it your only marriage? Do you have any divorce or second marriage? 

5. What is your education level? Did you finish secondary school? 

6. If she did not complete secondary school: 

What was the reason that you could not complete the 

school? 

 

7. What was your biggest concern or problems in 

your life, immediately after you got married? 

Could you quickly adjust to the new 

environment after your marriage? Why?  Or 

why not? 

 

Section 2: Your Feeling about Marriage 

From now on, I would like to ask questions about how you feel about your marriage. There might be 

sensitive questions that you may not want to answer. If so, please let me know, and if you do not want to 

answer, we will move on to the next questions. 

Questions Probing Questions 

1. Did you want to get married when you first 

married? Why did you think so?) 

What was the main reason that you got 

married? 

2. What was the main reason why you married at 

young age? 

Was there any incident which caused you to 

marry? 

3. How did it feel to get married at early age? Were you happy or excited? Or were you 

scared? Did you feel you have enough support 

from the adults? Who would you have asked? 

Or you don’t need them?  

4. Please describe how you feel now about your life 

as a woman who got married at early age? 

Are you happy? Are you satisfied? Is there 

anything you wish to change? 
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5. At that time of the first marriage, what did you 

think the people around you (friends, neighbors, 

school teachers etc.) would think about your 

marriage? 

Did you think that your marriage has changed 

the relationship with some of your friends, 

neighbors or school teachers? 

6. Did you imagine at that time what your marriage 

life would be? If so, how? 

How did you imagine your marriage life to be?  

How was it same or different from your actual 

marriage life? 

7. What was the things that changed drastically 

before and after your marriage? 

 

Such as your living environment, how you 

spend your time, your roles and responsibility 

in your family or others? 

 

Section 3: Family, Friends and Community Influence 

Next, I want to ask you what your family, your friends, and your community thought about your 

marriage. 

Questions Probing Questions 

1. What did your parents say about your marriage? Did your parents agree that you get marry?) 

Did they support you when you first get 

married? If they don’t agree, what are their 
reactions? 

Is there anyone in your family who supported, 

if your parents disagree? 

Please tell us more in details. 

2. What did your close friends say about your early 

marriage? 

Did you consult with some of your friends 

before making decisions to get married? 

Who was the first person you talk to about your 

wish to get married? Or is that a discussion 

between you and your boyfriend? 

3. Who was the influential person in your decision to 

get marry? 

 

Did you hesitate to make a decision when you 

heard that person's idea? 

Did someone make decision about your 

marriage? If so, who? 

4. Did you feel that you are forced to get married? 

 

Do you think like you had the choice of whether 

or not to get married? 

How did you finally decided to get married? 

5. Was there anyone who oppose your marriage? If yes: 

What made you finally decide to get married in 
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spite of some opinion to oppose your marriage? 

6. What do you think was the perception of your 

community members about you getting married 

at early age? 

Was there any advice or blessing from your 

community members, such as your neighbors, 

school teachers, community leaders or religious 

leaders? 

 

Section 4: Contraception 

Next, I would like to ask you about your perception about contraception. 

Questions Probing Questions 

1. Are you using any form of contraceptives at this 

moment? 

 

What have you chosen? Why did you choose 

this method? 

Is it also your current partner’s choice? 

2. When did you first use contraceptives?  

3. What is your opinion about contraception? Do you think it is a good thing to think about 

family planning? What is the reason for your 

opinion? 

4. How many children do you have now? 

 

Are your children healthy? 

5. Can you tell us about your first childbirth 

experience? 

Was it difficult for you? Any complication, 

bleeding, long hours of labour, etc.? 

6. How many children do you want to have in your 

lifetime? 

Why do you think so? 

7. Did you know about family planning methods 

(type of contraceptives and how to use them, as 

well as where to obtain them.) before getting 

married? 

Were you aware of actual method how you can 

avoid pregnancy, when you first get married? 

8. When is the first time when you start using the 

contraceptives? Where and how? Who supported 

you in gaining knowledge about family planning? 

Was it difficult to obtain information about 

family planning when you first get married? 

Who did you ask for help? 

Who introduced you to the family planning 

methods? 
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Section 5: Your Health Status and Perceptions 

Next, I would like to ask about your health status and your perception about your own health. 

I would like to tell you that when we talk about “health”, physical health, mental health as well as any 
types of health, for example, violence in relationship to describe general health issues. 

Questions Probing Questions 

1. Did you have any physical health problem before 

you get married? 

If yes: 

Can you share with me what type of health 

problem you had? 

(Note: If an interviewee doesn’t want to answer, 

no need to ask more.) 

2. Do you have any physical health problem now? If 

so, what and how are they? 

 

If yes: 

Are you regularly visiting clinics or hospitals 

for your health problems? 

 

  

3. Was there any critical health event that you had 

been going through from the time of your first 

marriage until now? 

Was there any violence? 

 

4. When did you have the first menstruation? Do you remember how did you feel when you 

first had menstruation? 

5. When did you first have sexual intercourse?  

6. What was the main influence to your perception 

about sexuality? (For example: Information from 

the Internet, information from friends, your sense 

of body maturity, experience of first menstruation, 

etc.) 

Can you please describe how you were 

influenced by those factors such as media, 

friends, body maturity, etc.) what you just 

mentioned? 

 

7. Were you exposed to any pornographic movie 

before you get married?) 

If yes: 

How did you get to know about these? What is 

the reason? 

8. Are you influenced by media (such as movies, 

internet, music, etc.) in your sexual behaviour?  

If so, how and why you feel so? 

How do you feel about the influence of media? 

9. Do you have any mental health issues? Have you 

felt depressive about your marriage life? Do you 

feel anxiety? Do you feel stressed? If so, what 

made you think so? 

Do you have some days when you don’t feel 
energetic to do work or go out?) 

What you wish to change in your life, in order 

to feel better? 
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10. Did you go to any antenatal care when you first 

got pregnant? 

How often? Did you have support from your 

partner or parents? Were you frighten when 

you first discovered you were pregnant? Or 

were you happy and excited to have the baby? 

Was your partner also happy? How did the 

months of pregnancy go? Was it difficult? 

 

Section 6: Your Views about Underaged Marriage 

Lastly, I would like to ask some questions about your views and opinions about underage marriage. 

Questions Probing Questions 

1. What is your advice to those under 18 years who 

wish to marry now? 

Is there anything you wish that there was more 

support in making situations better? 

From who do you think the support is needed 

the most? 

2. What kind of healthcare support you think should 

be provided to those who have underaged 

marriage? 

Any specific type of support regarding 

reproductive health or mental health that you 

think is important for those who get marry 

early? 

3. What kind of social support you think should be 

provided to those who have underaged marriage? 

Do you think the support from welfare 

department or religious leaders are important? 

Who else can provide what kind of support? 
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