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Supplementary Information 1a 

Information sheet 

Access to visceral leishmaniasis (VL) drugs in Africa – barriers and facilitators 
 

Background:  

The Institute of Tropical Medicine, Antwerp (ITM) is conducting a study, partnering with MSF and 

others, to investigate access barriers to quality drugs to treat visceral leishmaniasis (VL) in eastern 

Africa region. This study aims to analyse the different factors affecting access to these life-saving 

medicines, from global and/or regional perspective, in order to enhance access to these drugs. 

Information will be collected for the following products: 

1. Sodium stibogluconate (SSG) - generic 

2. Paromomycin 

3. Liposomal amphotericin B (AmBisome®) 

4. Additional: meglumine antimoniate (Glucantime®), Pentostam® (SSG from GSK) 

5. Additional: rK39 RDT 

Interview description: 

All partners or stakeholders involved in the access to VL drugs in countries in east Africa, including 

those providing support (financial or otherwise) to the procurement and distribution of VL medicines 

(and diagnostics). We have selected your organization and approached you to assist in this 

assessment by providing information (and your expert opinion) on any of the above products.  

With your consent, the interview will be recorded and we will use a semi-structured questionnaire in 

which some information will be noted down. It should take 60 minutes of your time.  

Confidentiality and information security 

Participation in this study is completely voluntary and you may withdraw at any time without 

prejudice of negative consequences. All information will be kept secured and confidential. The study 

team will have access to the information arising from this interview. Information which could 

potentially identify participants will not be published without the participants’ consent, nor 

disclosed outside of the study team.  

If you need further information please contact: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Temmy Sunyoto 

Institute of Tropical Medicine 
155 Nationalestraat, 2000 Antwerpen, 
Belgium 
Ph +32 487 72 60 48 
Email: tsunyoto@itg.be 
Skype: temmy.sunyoto 

mailto:tsunyoto@itg.be


2 

 

 

Semi-structured questionnaire for interviews for global stakeholders : Mapping access 

barriers to quality VL drugs in Africa 

Name of partner/organization: _____________________________________________ 

Person interviewed/ completed the questionnaire: _____________________________ 

Contact: _______________________________________________________________ 

Position: _______________________________________________________________ 

Date: ________________________________________ 

Name of interviewer: ____________________________ 

Question guides 

1. Can you explain what is the role of your organization related to VL in Africa? 

 Financial support 

 Procurement  

 Implementation/Technical support (define) 

 _____________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Which among the VL medicines (and diagnostics) that your organization support? 

 Yes/No Amount of 

support in 
previous 

year (US$) 

Year foreseen 

to  end support 

Countries Type of support 

(financial -including 
loan, donation, 

technical, others) 

SSG      

PM      

LAMB      

Others      

      

      

 

3. What do you think are the access challenges for VL drugs in Africa? (prompt: selection of 

products, quality, procurement, distribution, capacity…….) 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Follow up questions/to elaborate more on what is mentioned): 

3 a. Why is so difficult (e.g forecasting the demand, …………as per the answer) 

 

4. What do you think are barriers to access at global level? What are the reasons for that? 

        ______________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. What do you think are barriers to access at country level? What are the reasons for that? 

       _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. How are the situation of access now in 2017? Do you think it was improved/not from 10 years 

ago? Why is that? 

       ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Have you heard/experienced stock-outs of one of the VL medicines? What are the reasons for 

that? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. What do you think is particular for VL drugs access as compared to other NTDs, or even to other 

essential medicines? 

      _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. What are your thoughts on integrating VL supply with the public procurement system? (What 

are your views on the parallel procurement channels for specific disease such as VL? Agree or 

disagree…why?) 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

10. Research suggest different supply improvement such as technology use, different distribution 

systems, outsourcing – what are your thoughts about the different options?  

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. What do you think are the critical actions that need to be taken at global (and/or regional level)? 

        ______________________________________________________________________________ 

        ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. What do you think are the most important actions to be taken at national level (can give 

example of specific VL endemic countries)? Something that only the country should take the 

actions? 

       _______________________________________________________________________________ 

       _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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13. Specifically for rK39 RDT, in your opinion, what are the most important access barriers? 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

14. Is there any examples of good practices that you thought might be applicable for VL? 

      

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. Is there an area of research or further studies on this topic? What would you suggest? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 


