
Appendix 1: Transcripts of Public Figure Media Messages 

Donald Trump 

Excerpt from transcript (http://time.com/4037239/second-republican-debate-transcript-cnn/) of a 

Republican presidential candidate debate from 16th September 2015 

Video available from https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=80&v=H1JFGWBAC5c 

Watch from 1:20- 2:04 

“Autism has become an epidemic. Twenty-five years ago, 35 years ago, you look at the 

statistics, not even close. It has gotten totally out of control. 

I am totally in favor of vaccines. But I want smaller doses over a longer period of time. 

Because you take a baby in -- and I've seen it -- and I've seen it, and I had my children taken 

care of over a long period of time, over a two or three year period of time. 

Same exact amount, but you take this little beautiful baby, and you pump -- I mean, it looks 

just like it's meant for a horse, not for a child, and we've had so many instances, people that 

work for me. Just the other day, two years old, two and a half years old, a child, a beautiful 

child went to have the vaccine, and came back, and a week later got a tremendous fever, got 

very, very sick, now is autistic. I only say it's not - - I'm in favor of vaccines, do them over a 

longer period of time, same amount....just in little sections...and I think you’re going to see a 

big impact on autism.” 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=80&v=H1JFGWBAC5c


Pauline Hanson 

Excerpt from Interview with ABC Insiders program, uploaded on 5 March 2017 

Transcript and Video from http://www.abc.net.au/insiders/pauline-hanson-joins-insiders./8325966 

Watch from 12:51 – 13:37 

“Like all the drugs we have had over the years that have actually destroyed people's lives as 

well. Look, there is enough information out there. No-one is going to care any more about the 

child than the parents themselves. Make an informed decision. What I don't like about it is 

the blackmailing that's happening with the government. Don't do that to people. That's a 

dictatorship. I think people have a right to investigate themselves. If having vaccinations and 

measle vaccinations is actually going to stop these diseases, fine, no problems. But there is 

also a case, some of these vaccinations...having an effect on some children… 

 

Have a test and see if you don't have a reaction to it first. Then you can have the vaccination. 

I hear from so many parents, where are their rights? Why aren't you prepared to listen to 

them? Why does it have to be one way?” 

  



Dr Michael Gannon 

Excerpt from transcript of interview with SkyNews on 6th March 2017 

Transcript available from https://ama.com.au/media/dr-michael-gannon-sky-news-vaccination  

 

"No, there is no test [for vaccine reactions]. But what we do have are mechanisms that very, 

very carefully and seriously look at vaccine safety. The safety of the vaccination program is 

in the interests of political leaders in our country, of scientists, of doctors and of the 

Australian population. And for us, from time to time, to have this flawed and really quite evil 

MMR autism study thrown back up at us is really disgraceful. 

The doctor that put together this fundamentally flawed study was deregistered by the GMC in 

Britain – last time I heard, they were making films and running a wellness clinic in Cuba. 

This has been entirely discredited. 

Senator Hanson needs to recognise the power she has over many Australians and come and 

talk to the doctors, come and talk to the scientists about these essential, important issues. 

… 

 

Well the Government's to be congratulated on a policy that a lot of people said wouldn't 

work. We've known for a long time now that so many of the so-called rusted-on anti-vaxxers, 

their piety and their dedication to their views disappeared very quickly when it came to 

taking welfare payments away. What we also knew is that for most people, it's not that they 

reject the science behind vaccination, they don't reject the accepted wisdom, but they lead 

busy lives and what we've seen with No Jab, No Pay is that so many of those parents that 

didn't get around to vaccinating their children, when there was potentially a financial penalty, 

did so quickly." 

  



 


