
                                               

 
Atlas - A study of hospital care through joint replacement: Staff Topic Guide 

 
Introduction and consent 
Discuss how the interview will be recorded, issues of confidentiality, anonymisation, informed 
consent, purpose. Aim of the study: to understand patients’ experiences of hospital care and 
treatment before, during and after joint replacement  
    
 
Socio-demographic data and professional background 

 Age/ years in current role/ years treating joint replacement patients? 
 

 
 
Before surgery 

 Which kind of joint replacement surgery (hip/knee) do you perform most often? 

 Could you tell me about how the decision is reached for patients to undergo joint replacement 

surgery? How involved are patients in reaching this decision? Are their preferences and wishes 

taken into consideration? 

 How do patients choose where they will have their surgery?  

 What kind of information is given to patients before being admitted for surgery? Do you think this 

is helpful for them? 

 Do patients receive support and/or advice from (e.g.) a physiotherapist, occupational therapist or 

nurse about recovery before they are admitted to hospital? Could you tell me a bit about this? 

 What kind of advice and information are patients given about preparing themselves for surgery? 

To what extent is this followed by patients?   

  

 
During hospital stay 

 Could you give me a walk-through of the admission and operation processes when patients are 
admitted for joint replacement surgery at your hospital/treatment centre? How has this changed 
under the ER approach? 

 Are patients given an opportunity to ask questions and discuss any worries or concerns?   

 How is input from the various MDT members coordinated whilst patients are in hospital? 
 
After surgery 

 What kind of support and information is provided for patients immediately after their operations 
(e.g. pain management, encouraging physical activity, etc.)? 

 Can you walk me through the process for preparing a patient for discharge from hospital after 
their surgery? Who discusses this with the patient? Do patients receive a discharge plan? 

 What support is available for patients after they leave hospital (e.g. help from other services, 
physiotherapy, occupational therapy)? Do many patients receive help from family/friends? 

 Is there any provision for patients’ psychological/emotional support needs? 

 Do you think that patients usually feel confident about continuing their rehabilitation at home?      
 
 
 
Recovery 



                                               

 What does the concept of “enhanced recovery” mean to you? 

 What kind of training have you had on the Enhanced Recovery Programme? When was the 
programme introduced at your hospital/treatment centre? 

 Do you feel that the ER programme has had an impact on the delivery of services at your 
hospital/treatment centre? How has it changed your own working practices? 

 Are there any key policies or principles that underpin the local delivery of the ER programme at 
your hospital/treatment centre?  

 What are the main challenges of implementing ER practices?  

 Do you think that care and treatment is tailored towards patients’ individual needs? 

 Can you suggest anything that would improve care and treatment through joint replacement? 
 
 
 
About participating in this study 

 Is there anything about your participation in this research that you would have liked to have 
happened differently? 

 
 
Conclusion 

 Is there anything else you would like to add, or anything you wish to talk about that we haven’t 
covered already? 

 Would you like us to send you a brief report of the study findings?    
 

Reaffirm consent and thank participant  


