
Appendix 3: full characteristics of included studies
COPD 

Study Year Country Qualitative 
method 

Index 
condition Setting How sampled? Sample Age of 

sample 
Gender of 

sample 
How data 
analysed? Study details 

Adams 
et al 
#157 

2006 
UK, 
Netherlands, 
Denmark 

Interviews COPD Community Convenience 23 
patients 38-84 16M, 7F 

Descriptive 
(thematic 
analysis) 

To explore the 
notion of COPD 
exacerbations 
from the viewpoint 
of patients who 
had recently 
suffered an 
exacerbation.  

Arnold, 
E. #165 2011 UK Interviews COPD Community Purposive 27 

patients 54-85 14M, 13F 

Theory 
building 
(grounded 
theory) 

To obtain in-depth 
information about 
perceptions and 
use of prescribed 
ambulatory 
oxygen systems 
from patients with 
COPD to inform 
ambulatory 
oxygen design, 
prescription and 
management. 

Arnold, 
E. #166 2006 UK Interviews COPD 

Pulmonary 
rehabilitati
on 
(hospital 
based) 

Participants screened 
against eligibility 
criteria. All eligible 
patients invited to 
participate. 
Participants recruited 
until no new themes 
emerged.  

20 
patients 45-85 9M, 11F 

Theory 
building 
(grounded 
theory) 

To explore the 
experiences of 
COPD patients 
invited to join a 
pulmonary 
rehabilitation 
programme.  

Boyle, 
Anne 
H.#9 

2009 USA Interviews COPD Community 

Participants screened 
against eligibility 
criteria. Those eligible 
who agreed to 
participate included.  

10 wives 57-71 10F 

Theory 
informed 
(phenomenolo
gical-
hermeneutic 
approach) 

To describe and 
understand 
meaning of  
experience of 
living with a 
spouse who has 
COPD 

kalc1e15
Inserted Text
f



 
 

Caress, 
A.#170 2010 UK Interviews COPD  Acute 

hospital 

Participants screened 
against eligibility 
criteria. Those eligible 
who agreed to 
participate included.  

14 
patients, 
12 family 
member
s 

Patients 
= 60-80. 
Family 
member
s not 
stated 

Patients = 
8M, 6F. 
Family 
members = 
3M, 9F 

Descriptive 
(content 
analysis) 

To generate in-
depth insights into 
patients' and 
family members' 
understanding of 
the causation, 
progression and 
prevention of 
COPD and the 
role of health 
promotion with 
this population 

Clancy, 
Karen 
#13 

2009 UK Serial 
interviews COPD Acute 

hospital 

Participants screened 
against eligibility 
criteria. Those eligible 
who agreed to 
participate included. 
Informal care-givers 
nominated by 
patients.  

9 
patients, 
7 care-
givers 

Patients 
= 57-78. 
Care-
givers = 
50-78 

Patients = 
6M, 3F. Care-
givers = 2M, 
5F 

Theory 
informed 
(phenomenolo
gical-
hermeneutic 
approach) 

To explore the 
existential 
experiences of 
patients with 
COPD who had 
been prescribed 
long-term oxygen 
therapy  and their 
carers 

Clarke, A 
#14 2010 UK Interviews COPD  Community Purposive (maximum 

variation) 
23 
patients  50-80 14M, 9F 

Theory 
building 
(grounded 
theory) 

To explore 
patients' views of 
an early 
supported 
discharge service 
for COPD 

Cooke, M 
#15 2012 UK Focus 

groups COPD  Community Purposive 

8 HCPs, 
30 
patients, 
2 care-
givers 

Patients 
= 48-73. 
Care-
givers 
and 
HCPs 
not 
stated 

Patients = 
16M, 15F. 
Care-givers = 
2F. HCPs not 
stated 

Descriptive 
(thematic 
analysis) 

To define, 
compare and 
order 'assessed 
needs and defined 
outcomes' of 
professional 
providers of 
COPD services 
with patients' 
'prioritised needs 
and defined 
outcomes' and 
relate these to 
service provision 

 



 
 

Curry, R. 
#172 2006 UK Interviews COPD  Community 

Participants screened 
against eligibility 
criteria. Those eligible 
who agreed to 
participate included.  

11 
patients 

Not 
stated Not stated 

Descriptive 
(thematic 
framework 
approach) 

To explore 
patients' views of 
introduction of a 
new nurse-led 
urgent care team 
(UCT) for patients 
with COPD 

Dickenso
n, J.#19 2009 UK Interviews COPD  Community 

Participants screened 
against eligibility 
criteria.  

12 
patients 

Not 
stated Not stated 

Descriptive 
(framework 
approach) 

To explore the 
COPD patient's 
perception of their 
dietary habits and 
nutritional status 
and to identify 
their perceptions 
of dietary health 
and its impact on 
general quality of 
life. 

Ehrlich, 
Carolyn 
#22 

2010 Australia Interviews COPD  Community Theoretical sampling 9 
patients 56-77 4M, 5F 

Theory 
building 
(grounded 
theory) 

To report how 
people with COPD 
gather, interpret 
and apply health 
affecting 
information 

Ek, 
K.#23 2014 Sweden Interviews COPD  Community 

Participants screened 
against eligibility 
criteria. Those 
eligible, who agreed 
to participate 
included. 

13 family 
member
s 

Not 
stated 7M, 6F 

Descriptive 
(content 
analysis) 

To retrospectively 
describe the final 
year of life for 
patients with 
advanced COPD 
with a focus on 
death and dying 
from the 
perspective of 
relatives. 

Ek, 
K.#24 2011 Sweden Serial 

interviews COPD  Community 

Participants screened 
against eligibility 
criteria. Those eligible 
who agreed to 
participate included. 

4 
patients 66-75 1M, 3F 

Theory 
informed 
(phenomenolo
gical-
hermeneutic 
approach) 

To describe the 
experience of 
living with 
advanced COPD 
and long-term 
oxygen therapy 
when living alone 

 



 
 

Ek, 
K.#25 2008 Sweden Interviews COPD  Hospital 

Participants screened 
against eligibility 
criteria. Those eligible 
who agreed to 
participate included. 

8 
patients 48-79 3M, 5F 

Theory 
informed 
(phenomenolo
gical 
approach) 

To describe the 
essential structure 
of the lived 
experience of 
living with severe 
COPD during the 
palliative phase of 
the disease 

Ek, 
K.#26 2011 Sweden Serial 

interviews COPD  Community 

Participants screened 
against eligibility 
criteria. Those eligible 
who agreed to 
participate included. 

4 
couples 
(4 
patients, 
4 
spouses) 

67-74 4M, 4F 

Theory 
informed 
(phenomenolo
gical-
hermeneutic 
approach) 

To examine 
couples' 
experiences of 
living together 
when one partner 
has advanced 
COPD 

Ellison, 
L.#27 2012 UK Interviews COPD  Community Convenience and 

purposive 
14 
patients 49-79 7M, 7F 

Descriptive 
(constant 
comparison 
and framework 
approach) 

To understand the 
mental health 
needs of people 
living with COPD 

Fischer, 
M. J #31 2007 Netherlands  Interviews COPD  

Pulmonary 
rehabilitati
on 
(outpatient) 

Participants screened 
against eligibility 
criteria. Those eligible 
who agreed to 
participate included.  

12 
patients 34-77 8M, 4F 

Theory 
informed 
(interpretative 
phenomenolog
ical analysis) 

To examine 
patients' pre-
treatment beliefs 
and goals 
regarding 
pulmonary 
rehabilitation 

Fraser, 
D. D.#34 2006 USA Interviews  COPD  Community Purposive 10 

patients 59-86 5M, 5F 

Theory 
informed 
(phenomenolo
gical-
hermeneutic 
approach) 

To understand 
how COPD affects 
the lives of 
patients. 

Gale, N. 
K.#36 2015 UK Interviews COPD  Community Purposive 

20 
patients, 
4 carers, 
15 HCPs 

Patients 
= 52-83. 
Carers 
not 
stated. 
HCPs = 
26-54 

Patients = M 
= 8, F = 12. 
Carers and 
HCPs not 
stated.  

Theory 
building 
(grounded 
theory) 

To explore 
experiences of 
domiciliary non-
invasive 
ventilation in 
COPD, to 
understand 
decision-making 
processes and 
improve future 
palliative care 



 
 

 

Goodridg
e, D #41 2011 Canada Interviews 

COPD 
and 
bronchie
ctasis 

Community 

Patients screened 
against eligibility 
criteria. Those eligible 
who agreed to 
participate included.  

7 
patients 57-88 2M, 5F 

Descriptive 
(interpretive 
description) 

To explore the 
impact of living 
with advanced 
chronic respiratory 
illness in a rural 
area 

Gullick, J 
#45 2008 Australia Serial 

Interviews COPD  Community Convenience 

15 
patients, 
14 family 
member
s 

Patients 
= 55-77. 
Family 
member
s = 29-
82 

Patients = 
9M, 6F. 
Family 
members not 
stated 

Theory 
informed 
(phenomenolo
gical-
hermeneutic 
approach) 

To explore the 
experience of the 
person who lives 
within a body with 
COPD 

Guo, 
S.E. 
#161 

2014 Canada 
Interviews 
and focus 
groups 

COPD  

Pulmonary 
rehabilitati
on 
(outpatient) 

Patients screened 
against eligibility 
criteria. Those eligible 
who agreed to 
participate included. 
HCPs sampled 
purposively.  

25 
patients, 
7 HCPs 

Patients 
= 53-84. 
HCPs 
not 
stated.  

Patients = 
13M, 12F. 
HCPs not 
stated.  

Descriptive 
(thematic 
analysis) 

To describe the 
experiences of 
patients who are 
in a pulmonary 
rehabilitation (PR) 
programme and 
explore the 
perceptions of 
patients and 
HCPs about what 
improves effective 
PR 

Gysels 
#48 2008 UK 

Interviews 
and 
participant 
observation 

COPD  

Community 
and 
outpatient 
clinics 

Purposive 18 
patients 52-78 7M, 11F 

Theory 
building 
(grounded 
theory) 

To explore the 
experience of 
breathlessness in 
patients with 
COPD through 
patients' accounts 
of their 
interactions with 
services 

Gysels 
#178 2010 UK 

Interviews 
and 
participant 
observation 

COPD  

Community 
and 
outpatient 
clinics 

Purposive 18 
patients 

Median 
69/70 7M, 11F 

Descriptive 
(narrative 
analysis) 

To investigate 
how the 
experience of 
breathlessness in 
COPD influences 
patients' attitudes 
toward the end of 
life and their 
quality of life 



 
 

 

Habrake
n #49 2008 Netherlands  Interviews COPD  

Outpatient 
clinics and 
respiratory 
centre 

Purposive 11 
patients 61-83 8M, 3F 

Descriptive 
(thematic 
analysis) 

To gain insight 
into why patients 
with end-stage 
COPD tend not to 
express a wish for 
help 

Halding 
#50 2012 Norway Serial 

interviews COPD  

Pulmonary 
rehabilitati
on 
(outpatient) 

Purposive (maximum 
variation) 

18 
patients 52-81 13M, 5F 

Descriptive 
(thematic 
analysis) 

To explore the 
experience of 
patients with 
COPD in terms of 
their transitions in 
health during and 
after pulmonary 
rehabilitation 

Hall #53 2010 Canada Interviews COPD  Acute 
hospital 

Patients screened 
against eligibility 
criteria.  

6 
patients  

Mean 
age 69 4M, 2F 

Descriptive 
(exploratory 
descriptive) 

To describe the 
perceptions of 
people living with 
severe COPD with 
respect to the end 
of life 

Harris 
#55 2008 UK Interviews COPD  Community Purposive 16 

patients  
Mean 
age 66.8 12M, 4F 

Theory 
building 
(grounded 
theory) 

To assess 
patients' concerns 
about accepting 
an offer of 
pulmonary 
rehabilitation 

Hasson 
#58 2009 Canada Interviews COPD  Community 

Care-givers screened 
against eligibility 
criteria. Those eligible 
who agreed to 
participate included.  

9 care-
givers 25-65 2M, 7F 

Descriptive 
(content 
analysis) 

To explore the 
experiences of 
palliative care that 
bereaved carers 
had while 
providing care to a 
dying loved one 
with COPD 

Hasson 
#57 2008 UK Interviews COPD  Community 

Patients screened 
against eligibility 
criteria. Those eligible 
who agreed to 
participate included.  

13 
patients 45-65 10M, 3F 

Descriptive 
(content 
analysis) 

To explore the 
potential for 
palliative care 
among people 
living with COPD 

 



 
 

Hayle 
#59 2013 UK Interviews COPD  

Specialist 
palliative 
care 

Participants recruited 
against eligibility 
criteria. Those eligible 
who agreed to 
participate included.  

8 
patients 63-77 5M, 3F 

Theory 
informed 
(phenomenolo
gical-
hermeneutic 
approach) 

To evaluate the 
experiences of 
patients with 
COPD who 
accessed 
palliative care 

Hellem 
#61 2012 Norway 

Interviews 
and focus 
groups 

COPD  

Pulmonary 
rehabilitati
on 
(outpatient) 

Purposive 11 
patients 53-68 3M, 8F 

Theory 
informed 
(phenomenolo
gical 
approach) 

To elucidate how 
patients with 
COPD who 
successfully 
maintain a long 
term exercise 
programme 
understand 
concordance with 
maintenance 
exercise and see 
potential solutions 

Hogg, L. 
#62 2012 UK Focus 

groups COPD  

Pulmonary 
rehabilitati
on 
(outpatient) 

Purposive 16 
patients 

Patients 
divided 
into two 
groups. 
Group 1 
= 71 
(mean). 
Group 2 
= 67 
(mean) 

9M, 7F 

Theory 
building 
(grounded 
theory) 

To understand the 
views and 
perceptions of 
patients with 
COPD regarding 
maintaining an 
active lifestyle 
following a course 
of pulmonary 
rehabilitation 

Hopley, 
#63 2009 New Zealand Interviews COPD  Community Purposive 9 

patients 50-80 Not stated 

Descriptive 
(general 
inductive 
approach) 

To understand the 
challenges people 
living with COPD 
in rural areas face 
in accessing 
specialist health 
care services 

Hynes, G 
#65 2012 Ireland Interviews COPD  Community 

Patients identified 
care-givers. All invited 
to participate. Owing 
to small numbers, 
further recruitment in 
patient support 
groups and 
advertisements in 
media.  

11 care-
givers 20-79 2M, 9F 

Descriptive 
(thematic 
analysis) 

To explore the 
experiences of 
informal 
caregivers 
providing care in 
the home to a 
family member 
with COPD 

 



 
 

Jackson, 
#66 2012 Canada Case study COPD  Community Convenience 4 

patients 57-81 3F, 1M 
Descriptive 
(thematic 
analysis) 

To understand 
older patients with 
COPD 
experiences of 
their journeys 
through the health 
system 

Jonsdotti
r #71 2007 Iceland Serial 

interviews COPD  Community Convenience 7 
patients 40-65 7F 

Theory 
informed 
(interpretive 
phenomenolog
y) 

To explore the 
experience of 
women with 
advanced COPD 
of repeatedly 
relapsing to 
smoking 

Kanervist
o #72 2007 Finland Interviews COPD  Hospital Participants selected 

by clinicians 

5 
patients, 
4 
spouses 

Not 
stated 

Patients = 
3M, 2F. 
Spouses = 
3F, 1M 

Descriptive 
(deductive 
content 
analysis) 

To describe the 
coping of the 
families of people 
with advanced 
COPD 

Kauffman
, #73 2014 USA Focus 

groups COPD  Community  

Patients screened 
against eligibility 
criteria. Those eligible 
who agreed to 
participate included.  

18 
patients 49-75 12M, 6F 

Descriptive 
(thematic 
analysis) 

To describe the 
subjective sleep 
complaints of 
patients with 
COPD along with 
their attributions 
as to the cause of 
these symptoms 
and their 
treatment 
preferences for 
insomnia 

Keating 
#74 2011 Australia Interviews COPD  

Pulmonary 
rehabilitati
on 
(outpatient) 

Patients screened 
against eligibility 
criteria. Those eligible 
who agreed to 
participate included.  

37 
patients 53-86 18M, 19F 

Descriptive 
(thematic 
analysis) 

To understand 
what prevents 
people with COPD 
from attending 
and completing 
pulmonary 
rehabilitation 

Kerr #75 2010 UK Interviews  COPD  

Pulmonary 
rehabilitati
on 
(outpatient) 

All patients attending 
pulmonary 
rehabilitation invited 
to participate. Those 
who agreed to 
participate accepted 
on study.  

9 
patients 62-80 6M, 3F 

Theory 
building 
(grounded 
theory) 

To understand 
from an 
occupational 
perspective how 
patients live with 
COPD 



 
 

 

Kvangarsnes 
#77 2013 Norway Interviews COPD  Acute hospital Purposive 10 

patients 45-85 5M, 5F Descriptive 
(narrative analysis) 

To explore patient 
perceptions of 
COPD 
exacerbation and 
experiences of 
their relations with 
health personnel 
during care and 
treatment 

Lewis #79 2014 UK Interviews  COPD  
Pulmonary 
rehabilitation 
(community) 

Convenience 25 
patients 42-90 Not 

stated 

Theory informed 
(interpretative 
phenomenological 
approach) 

To explore the 
lived experience 
of COPD patients 
referred to 
pulmonary 
rehabilitation 
programmes prior 
to participation 

Lewis #80 2010 UK Focus 
group COPD   Community Purposive 6 

patients  61-83 1M, 5F Descriptive 
(thematic analysis) 

To explore the 
attitudes of people 
with COPD to 
exercise and 
reasons for non-
concordance with 
exercise 
maintenance post 
pulmonary 
rehabilitation 

Lindgren #81 2014 Norway Interviews COPD  Community Purposive 8 
patients 60-74 3M, 5F 

Theory informed 
(phenomenological-
hermeneutic 
approach) 

To illuminate 
patients' lived 
experiences of 
being diagnosed 
with COPD 

Lindqvist #82 2013 Sweden Serial 
interviews COPD  Community Purposive 21 

spouses  53-84 21F Theory informed 
(phenomenography) 

To describe the 
conceptions of 
daily life in women 
living with a man 
suffering from 
COPD in different 
stages 

 



 
 

Lindqvist #83 2010 Sweden Serial 
interviews COPD  Acute hospital 

Open sampling 
initially then 
theoretical 
sampling in order 
to saturate 
emerging 
categories 

23 
patients  52-82 10M, 

13F 
Theory building 
(grounded theory) 

To illuminate the 
main concern of 
patients with 
COPD and how 
they handle their 
everyday life 

Lindqvist 
#159 2013 Sweden Serial 

interviews COPD  Community Purposive 19 
spouses 55-85 19M Theory informed 

(phenomenography) 

To describe the 
conceptions of 
daily life in men 
living with a 
woman suffering 
from COPD in 
different stages 

Lomborg, 
K.#86 2008 Denmark 

Participant 
observation 
and 
interviews 

COPD  Acute hospital 

Patients screened 
against eligibility 
criteria and 
consecutively 
included. Further 
sampling selective 
and theoretical.  

12 
patients, 
4 HCPs 

Patients 
= >30. 
HCPs 
not 
stated 

Not 
stated 

Theory building 
(grounded theory) 

To explore COPD 
patients' and 
nurses' 
expectations, 
goals and 
approaches to 
assisted personal 
body care. 

Lundh, L. 
#87 2012 Sweden Interviews COPD  Community 

Participants 
screened against 
eligibility criteria 
and recruited 
consecutively.  

14 
patients  47-83 7M, 7F Theory building 

(grounded theory) 

To investigate 
why some 
patients with 
COPD have 
difficulty quitting 
smoking and to 
develop a 
theoretical model 
that describes 
their perspectives 
on these 
difficulties. 

Luz, E. L #88 2013 Portugal  Interviews  COPD  Community 
Convenience and 
theoretical 
sampling 

22 
patients 26-72 17M, 5F Theory building 

(grounded theory) 

To understand 
how people live 
with COPD 

 



 
 

MacPherson, 
A. #89 2013 UK Interviews COPD  Community 

Participants 
screened against 
eligibility criteria. 
Those eligible 
who agreed to 
participate 
included.  

10 
patients 58-86 9M, 1F Theory building 

(grounded theory) 

To explore the 
views of people 
with severe COPD 
about advance 
care planning 

Mathar, H. 
#90 2015 Denmark Interviews COPD  Community Purposive 6 

patients  67-83 3M, 3F 
Descriptive (text 
condensation 
method) 

To understand the 
experiences and 
preferences of 
COPD patients in 
relation to 
discharge from 
hospital with 
televideo 
consultations 

McMillan 
Boyles, C 
#93 

2011 Canada Interviews COPD Community Purposive 15 
patients >50 Not 

stated 
Descriptive 
(narrative analysis) 

To develop an 
understanding of 
the meaning of 
disability for 
individuals living 
with COPD 

Meis, J #94 2014 Netherlan
ds  

Interviews 
and focus 
groups 

COPD 
Pulmonary 
rehabilitation 
(inpatient) 

Patients screened 
against eligibility 
criteria. Those 
eligible who 
agreed to 
participate 
included. HCPs 
randomly invited 
to participate.  

13 
patients, 
14 HCPs 

Patients 
= 54 -78. 
HCPs = 
24-52 

Patients 
= 8M, 
5F. 
HCPs = 
3M, 11F 

Theory informed 
(descriptive 
phenomenological 
approach) 

To assess COPD 
patients' 
experiences 
during an inpatient 
pulmonary 
rehabilitation 
program 

Moore, #96 2012 UK Interviews COPD 
Pulmonary 
rehabilitation 
(community) 

Random sampling 
of three groups 
meeting different 
eligibility criteria. 
Patients recruited 
until data 
saturation had 
been achieved.  

24 
patients 47-84 14M, 

10F 

Descriptive 
(framework 
approach) 

To assess the 
obstacles to 
participation in 
pulmonary 
rehabilitation 
among COPD 
patients in a 
community based 
pulmonary 
rehabilitation 
programme and 
associated 
general practices 



 
 

 

Mousing #97 2012 Denmark 
Interviews 
and focus 
groups 

COPD Community 

Interviews: 
participants 
screened against 
eligibility criteria 
and then 
consecutively 
recruited until 
recruitment target 
met. Focus group: 
all participants 
attending patient 
education 
sessions invited to 
participate.  

11 
patients 51-75 3M, 8F Descriptive 

(thematic analysis) 

To explore how 
group patient 
education 
influences the 
self-care of 
patients with 
COPD 

Nykvist #100 2014 Sweden Interviews COPD Community 

Patients screened 
against eligibility 
criteria. Those 
eligible who 
agreed to 
participate 
included.  

6 
patients  

Not 
stated 6F Descriptive 

(narrative analysis) 

To describe how a 
group of smoking 
women with 
COPD 
experienced their 
everyday life and 
their relationship 
to smoking 

Panos #107 2013 USA Focus 
groups COPD Community 

Participants were 
selected by 
systematic 
sampling against 
eligibility criteria 
and consecutively 
recruited until 
recruitment target 
met.  

42 
patients 48-88 42M Descriptive 

(thematic analysis) 

To determine the 
perceptions of 
veterans with 
COPD about their 
disease, its effects 
on their lives and 
their interactions 
with the Veterans' 
Healthcare 
Administration 

Philip #108 2012 Australia 
Interviews 
and focus 
groups 

COPD Acute hospital 

Patients screened 
against eligibility 
criteria. Patients 
recruited 
consecutively until 
data saturation 
had been 
achieved. HCPs 
sampled 
purposively. 

10 
patients, 
31 HCPs 

Patients 
= 55-76. 
HCPs = 
23-61 

Patients 
= 6M, 
4F. 
HCPs 
not 
stated 

Descriptive 
(thematic analysis) 

To explore the 
views of patients 
with COPD and 
HCPs focusing 
upon information 
needs and 
treatment 
preferences 



 
 

Philip #109 2014 Australia Interviews COPD Community 

Care-givers 
identified by 
patient or 
physician. Those 
who agreed to 
participate 
included in study.  

19 care-
givers 28-83 9M, 10F Descriptive 

(thematic analysis) 

To understand the 
experiences and 
needs of family 
carers of people 
with severe COPD 

Pinnock 
#110 2011 UK 

Serial 
interviews 
and focus 
groups 

COPD Community Purposive 

21 
patients, 
13 care-
givers, 
18 HCPs 

Patients 
= 50-83. 
Care-
givers 
and 
HCPs 
not 
stated.  

Patients 
= 14M, 
7F. 
Care-
givers 
and 
HCPs 
not 
stated.  

Descriptive 
(thematic narrative 
analysis) 

To understand the 
perspectives of 
patients with 
severe COPD as 
their illness 
progresses, and 
of their informal 
and professional 
carers 

Reinke #112 2008 USA Serial 
interviews 

COPD or 
cancer Community 

HCPs: Drs 
screened against 
eligibility criteria, 
classified into 
specialty 
categories and 
then randomly 
selected. Nurses 
identified by 
patients or drs. 
Patients: identified 
by HCPs against 
eligibility criteria. 
Relatives: 
identified by 
patients.  

55 
patients, 
56 
HCPs, 
36 
relatives 

Patients 
= 67.3 
(mean), 
relatives 
= 60.3 
(mean), 
HCPs = 
47 
(mean) 

Patients 
= 22M, 
33F. 
Relative
s = 18M, 
18F. 
HCPs = 
22M, 
34F 

Theory building 
(grounded theory) 

To examine 
participants' 
perspectives on 
the experiences of 
key transitions in 
the context of 
living with 
advanced COPD 
or cancer 

Schroedl 
#117 2014 USA Interviews COPD Acute hospital Purposive 20 

patients 52-83  9M, 11F Descriptive 
(thematic analysis) 

To understand the 
unmet health care 
needs among 
patients to help 
determine which 
aspects of 
palliative care are 
most beneficial 

 



 
 

Seamark 
#119 2012 UK Interviews  COPD Community 

Patients screened 
against eligibility 
criteria. All eligible 
patient invited to 
participate.  

16 
patients 58-83 12M, 4F 

Descriptive (content 
analysis and 
constant 
comparison) 

To examine 
whether an 
admission to 
hospital for an 
exacerbation of 
COPD is an 
opportunity for 
advance care 
planning (ACP) 
and to 
understand, from 
a pt perspective, 
the optimum 
circumstance for 
ACP 

Sheridan 
#121 2011 New 

Zealand Interviews COPD  Community 

Pragmatic (8 
patients initially 
interviewed, 
further 
participants from a 
certain ethnic 
group recruited in 
order to explore 
theme further) 

29 
patients 50-89 15M, 

14F 
Descriptive 
(thematic analysis) 

To explore how 
patients with 
COPD experience 
helplessness 

Shipman 
#122 2009 UK Interviews  COPD Community 

Patients screened 
against eligibility 
criteria. Those 
eligible who 
agreed to 
participate 
included. 4 
patients excluded 
post interview as 
did not meet 
eligibility criteria.  

16 
patients 54-86 9M, 7F 

Descriptive 
(framework 
approach) 

To explore factors 
that influence the 
use of general 
practice services 
by people with 
advanced COPD 

Shum #123 2014 Canada 
Interviews 
and focus 
groups 

COPD Community Convenience 

30 
patients, 
16 care-
givers 

Not 
stated 

Not 
stated 

Descriptive 
(thematic analysis) 

To investigate 
how patients with 
COPD from new 
immigrant 
communities 
received and 
utilised 
information about 
their condition and 
its management 



 
 

 

Simpson 
#125 2010 Canada Interviews COPD Community Purposive 

14 
care-
givers 

46-89 3M, 11F 
Descriptive 
(interpretive 
description) 

To understand the 
extent and nature 
of 'burden' 
experienced by 
informal care-
givers in 
advanced COPD 

Simpson 
#156 2012 Canada Serial 

dialogue COPD Community 
Participants screened 
against eligibility 
criteria.  

8 
patients
, 8 
care-
givers 

Patient
s = 53-
76. 
Care-
givers 
not 
stated.  

Patients = 
4M, 4F. 
Care-
givers = 
3M, 5F 

Descriptive 
(interpretive 
description) 

To understand 
what is required 
for meaningful 
and effective 
advance care 
planning in the 
context of 
advanced COPD 

Small #191 2012 UK 
Interviews 
and focus 
groups 

COPD Community 

Patients screened 
against eligibility criteria 
then randomly selected 
and invited to 
participate. Those 
eligible who agreed to 
participate included. 
Staff recruited from 
primary and secondary 
care with range of staff 
characteristically 
involved in COPD care 
(drs and nurses) 

21 
patients
, 39 
HCPs 

Patient
s = 57-
78. 
HCPs = 
25-63 

Split site 
study. Only 
one set of 
patients/H
CPs 
reported 
on. 
Patients = 
7M, 6F. 
HCPs = 
6M = 6; F 
= 14 

Descriptive 
(thematic 
analysis) 

To report patients, 
family members 
and HCPs' 
experiences of 
COPD 

Sorensen 
#128 2013 Denmark 

Participant 
observation
, interviews 

COPD Acute 
hospital 

Participants screened 
against eligibility 
criteria. Those eligible 
who agreed to 
participate included. 
Recruitment continued 
until conceptual density 
achieved.  

21 
patients 
(obs) 
11 
patients 
(ints) 

43-81 11M, 10 F 
Theory building 
(grounded 
theory) 

To present a 
theoretical 
account of the 
pattern of 
behaviour in 
patients with 
acute respiratory 
failure owing to 
COPD while 
undergoing non-
invasive 
ventilation 

 



 
 

Sossai #129 2011 Australia Interviews COPD Community Purposive 8 
patients 50-85 5M, 3F 

Descriptive 
(thematic 
analysis) 

To explore the 
experience of 
living with COPD  

Spence #130 2008 UK Interviews  COPD Community Purposive 7 care-
givers 55-65 1M, 6F 

Descriptive 
(content 
analysis similar 
to constant 
comparison) 

To explore the 
specific care 
needs of informal 
care-givers of 
patients with 
advanced COPD 

Strang #133 2013 Sweden Interviews  COPD Community Purposive (maximum 
variation) 

31 
patients 48-85 15M, 16F 

Descriptive 
(thematic 
content 
analysis) 

To explore 
perceptions of 
anxiety and the 
alleviation 
strategies that are 
adopted by 
patients with 
COPD 

Thorpe #137 2014 Australia Interviews COPD Hospital Purposive 28 
patients 

Mean 
age 
71.86 

22M, 6F 
Descriptive 
(content 
analysis) 

To explore the 
barriers to and 
enablers of 
participation in 
physical activity 
following 
hospitalisation for 
COPD 

Torheim 
#138 2010 Norway 

Interviews 
and focus 
groups 

COPD Acute 
hospital Purposive 

5 
patients
, 8 
nurses 

Patient
s = 45-
78. 
Nurses 
not 
stated. 

Patients = 
2M, 3F. 
Nurses not 
stated.  

Theory informed 
(phenomenologi
cal approach) 

To explore the 
experiences of 
mask treatment in 
patients with 
acute 
exacerbations of 
COPD 

Torheim 
#139 2014 Norway Interviews COPD Acute 

hospital 
Strategic (recruited to 
meet eligibility criteria) 

10 
patients 45-85 5M, 5F 

Theory informed 
(phenomenologi
cal approach: 
meaning 
condensation) 

To gain insight 
how patients with 
advanced COPD 
experience care in 
the acute phase 
(specifically in the 
intensive care 
unit) 

 



 
 

Willgoss 
#145 2012 UK Interviews COPD Community Purposive 

(nonprobabilistic)  
14 
patients 

Mean 
age 
62.3 

5M, 9F 

Descriptive 
(thematic 
network 
analysis) 

To elicit and 
describe the first-
hand experiences 
of anxiety in 
community 
patients with 
stable COPD 

Williams 
#147 2010 UK Interviews COPD 

Pulmonary 
rehabilitation 
(outpatient) 

Participants screened 
against eligibility 
criteria. Those eligible 
who agreed to 
participate included. 

9 
patients 54-84 6M, 3F 

Theory building 
(grounded 
theory) 

To explore how 
pulmonary 
rehabilitation 
affects the 
experience of 
activity and 
breathlessness of 
people with COPD 

Williams 
#146 2007 UK Interviews COPD Community Purposive 6 

patients  64-83 4M, 2F 
Descriptive 
(thematic 
analysis) 

To investigate 
what is most 
important to 
people living with 
COPD 

Williams 
#148 2011 UK Interviews COPD Community Purposive and 

theoretical sampling 
18 
patients 54-84 12M, 6F 

Theory building 
(grounded 
theory) 

To understand 
how people with 
COPD experience 
activity 

Wilson #150 2008 Canada Serial 
interviews COPD Community 

Participants screened 
against eligibility 
criteria. Those eligible 
who agreed to 
participate included. 

12 
patients 

Not 
stated Not stated 

Descriptive 
(constant 
comparison 
approach) 

To determine the 
care needs of 
seniors living at 
home with 
advanced COPD 

Wilson #152 2007 UK Focus 
groups COPD Community Purposive 

32 
patients
, 8 
HCPs 

Patient
s = 56-
82. 
HCPs 
not 
stated.  

Patients = 
25M, 7F. 
HCPs not 
stated 

Theory building 
(grounded 
theory) 

To ascertain what 
should be 
included in the 
educational 
component of 
pulmonary 
rehabilitation 

Wodsku 
#153 2014 Denmark 

Interviews 
and focus 
groups 

COPD Community Purposive 

34 
patients
, 8 
relative
s 

Patient
s = 48-
87; 
Relativ
es = 
not 
stated 

Patients = 
15M, 9F. 
Relatives = 
3M, 5F  

Descriptive 
(content 
analysis) 

To examine the 
experiences of 
COPD patients 
and their relatives 
of integrated care 



 
 

LUNG CANCER 

Author Year Country Qual 
method 

Index 
condition Setting How 

sampled? Sample Age of 
sample 

Gender 
of 

sample 
How data 
analysed? Study details 

Amichai 
#3 2012 Canada Interviews  Lung 

cancer 
Acute 
hospital Purposive 12 patients 40-70 6M, 6F Descriptive 

(interpretative) 

To understand lung cancer patients' beliefs 
about complementary and alternative medicine 
use in promoting their own wellness 

Arber 
#226 2013 UK Interviews Lung 

cancer 
Acute 
hospitals 

Theoretical 
sampling until 
data saturation 
achieved 

10 patients 56-82 8M, 2F 
Theory building 
(grounded 
theory) 

To explore patients' experience during the first 
3 months following a diagnosis of malignant 
pleural mesothelioma 

Baker #8 2012 UK Interviews 

Breast, 
lung or 
prostate 
cancer 

Acute 
hospitals 

Purposive. 
Recruitment 
continued until 
theoretical 
saturation 
reached.  

42 patients 36-86 23M, 
19F 

Descriptive 
(constant 
comparison 
technique) 

To investigate the readiness of patients to 
address emotional needs up to 18 months 
following a diagnosis of cancer 

Bertero 
#11 2008 Sweden Interviews Lung 

cancer 
Acute 
hospitals Purposive 23 patients 36-86 12M, 

11F 

Theory informed 
(phenomenologi
cal-hermeneutic 
approach) 

To describe how having inoperable lung 
cancer affects the patients' life situation and 
quality of life 

Brown 
#300 2015 Australia Interviews Lung 

cancer 
Acute 
hospital 

Participants 
screened 
against 
eligibility 
criteria. Those 
eligible, who 
wished to 
participate, 
included.  

10 patients 50-89 8M, 2F 
Theory building 
(grounded 
theory) 

To explore the supportive care needs and 
preferences of lung cancer patients 

Carrion 
#16 2013 USA Interviews 

Lung, 
brain, 
colorectal, 
prostate 
cancer 

Communi
ty Purposive 

15 patients 
(2 living 
with lung,  
2 brain, 2 
colorectal, 
9 prostate) 

31-71 15M 
Descriptive 
(thematic 
analysis) 

To explore beliefs and treatment decisions of 
Latino men with cancer 



 
 

Caughlin 
#160 2011 USA Interviews Lung 

cancer 
Communi
ty 

Participants 
recruited by 
advertisement 
and screened 
against 
eligibility 
criteria. Those 
who agreed to 
participate, 
included.  

35 family 
members 36-72 6M, 

29F 

Theory building 
(grounded 
theory) 

To examine families' communication and 
coping in response to a parent's lung cancer 

Dale 
#161 2011 UK Interviews Lung 

cancer  
Palliative 
care Purposive 6 patients 67-81 2M, 4F 

Descriptive 
(thematic 
analysis) 

To explore the concerns of patients with 
inoperable lung cancer  

Dorman 
#112 2009 UK Interviews Lung 

cancer 
Acute 
hospital 

Participants 
screened 
against 
eligibility 
criteria. Those 
eligible, who 
wished to 
participated, 
included.  
Recruitment 
continued until 
no new 
themes 
emerged.  

9 patients Not 
stated 5M, 4F 

Theory informed 
(Interpretative 
Phenomenologic
al Analysis) 

To study what patients with recently diagnosed 
brain metastases from NSCLC want from their 
treatment 

Epiphani
ou #270 2014 UK Serial 

interviews 

Lung 
cancer and 
COPD 

Acute 
hospital Purposive 

18 patients 
(11 living 
with lung 
cancer, 7 
COPD) 

52-90 12M, 
6F 

Descriptive 
(thematic 
analysis) 

To explore patients' experience of care 
coordination in COPD and lung cancer 

Eustache 
#271 2014 Canada Interviews Lung 

cancer  
Cancer 
centre 

Purposive 
(maximum 
variation) 

12 patients 36-78 6M, 6F Descriptive 
(interpretative) 

To explore the experience and meaning of 
hope in relation to the healing process of 
patients living with lung cancer  

Farley 
#349 2015 UK Interviews Lung 

cancer 
Acute 
hospital Purposive 22 patients 39-82 12M, 

10F 

Descriptive 
(framework 
approach) 

To explore lung cancer patients' views about 
smoking and about their preferences for 
support to help them quit 



 
 

Gerber 
#195 2012 USA Focus 

groups 
Lung 
cancer  

Cancer 
centre/ac
ute 
hospital  

Participants 
screened 
against 
eligibility 
criteria. Those 
eligible, who 
wished to 
participate, 
included.  

13 patients 39-69 7M, 6F 

Descriptive 
(thematic 
content 
analysis) 

To gain insight into patients' perceptions of 
maintenance chemotherapy 

Hamilton 
#135 2010 USA Focus 

groups 

Lung, 
colon, 
breast, 
other 
cancer 

Outpatie
nt 
oncology 
clinics 

Purposive. 
Recruitment 
continued until 
theoretical 
saturation 
reached.  

22 patients 
(4 living 
with lung, 9 
breast, 2 
colon, 7 
other) 

50-80 7M, 
15F 

Theory building 
(grounded 
theory) 

To explore the perceived social support needs 
among older African American cancer 
survivors 

Hendriks
en #312 2015 USA Interviews Lung 

cancer 
Cancer 
centres 

Patients 
screened 
against 
eligibility 
criteria. Care-
givers 
nominated by 
patient and 
screened 
against 
eligibility 
criteria. 

11 
patients, 
10 care-
givers 

Patient
s = 36-
78. 
Care-
givers 
= 34-74 

Patient
s = 8F, 
3M. 
Care-
givers 
= 5F, 
5M 

Theory building 
(grounded 
theory) 

To explore the nature of shared anxiety and its 
impact on patient-caregiver dyads 

Hoff #64 2014 Sweden Serial 
interviews 

Malign 
haematolo
gical 
disease or 
lung 
cancer 

Acute 
hospitals 

Participants 
screened 
against 
eligibility 
criteria. Those 
eligible, who 
wished to 
participate, 
included.  

12 patients 
(5 living 
with lung, 7 
haematolo
gical) 

37-80 5M, 7F 
Descriptive 
(content 
analysis) 

To identify challenges in communicating with 
patients with lung cancer about their imminent 
death 

Hoffman 
#276 2014 USA Focus 

groups 
Lung 
cancer 

Acute 
hospital 

Participants 
screened 
against 
eligibility 
criteria. Those 
eligible, who 
wished to 
participated, 
included.  

6 patients 53-73 2M, 4F 
Descriptive 
(directed content 
analysis) 

To identify the postsurgical NSCLC patients' 
unmet supportive care needs during transition 
from hospital to home 



 
 

Horne 
#50 2006 UK Interviews Lung 

cancer 
Communi
ty Purposive 9 patients 52-87 3M, 6F 

Theory building 
(grounded 
theory) 

To develop and pilot an advance care planning 
intervention for lung cancer nurses 

Horne 
#200 2012 UK Interviews  Lung 

cancer 
Cancer 
centres Purposive 

25 
patients, 
19 family 
members 

47-85 
(patient
s). 
Family 
membe
rs not 
stated 

18M, 
7F. 
Family 
membe
rs not 
stated. 

Theory building 
(grounded 
theory) 

To explore the views and experiences of 
people affected by lung cancer about 
discussing preferences and wishes for end of 
life care and treatment 

John 
#141 2010 USA Interviews Lung 

cancer 
Cancer 
centres Purposive 10 patients 48-87 6M, 4F 

Descriptive 
(content 
analysis) 

To describe self care strategies used by 
patients with lung cancer to promote quality of 
life 

Krishnas
amy #68 2007 UK Serial 

interviews 
Lung 
cancer  

Cancer 
centres 

Participants 
screened 
against 
eligibility 
criteria. Those 
eligible, who 
wished to 
participate, 
included. 
Recruitment 
continued until 
data saturation 
achieved.  

60 
patients, 
31 family 
members 

Patient
s = 38-
82. 
Family 
membe
rs not 
stated.  

Patient
s = 
32M, 
28F. 
Family 
membe
rs = 
4M, 
27F 

Theory building 
(grounded 
theory) 

To explore the experiences of care provision of 
patients with lung cancer and their carers 

Lee #120 2009 Australia Case study 
report 

Lung 
cancer 

Communi
ty Convenience 

2 patients, 
6 care-
givers, 5 
HCPs 

Not 
stated 

Not 
stated 

Descriptive 
(constant 
comparison 
technique) 

To identify common issues and to explore the 
needs and experiences of people with lung 
cancer, their carers and service providers 

Lehto 
#283 2014 USA Focus 

groups 
Lung 
cancer  

Communi
ty 
hospital 

Participants 
screened 
against 
eligibility 
criteria. Those 
eligible, who 
wished to 
participate, 
included.  

11 patients 51-79 5M, 6F 
Descriptive 
(thematic 
analysis) 

To describe the lung cancer experience in 
relation to perceived stigmatization, smoking 
behaviours and illness causes 



 
 

Lowe 
#570 2011 UK Serial 

interviews 
Lung 
cancer 

Cancer 
centre 

Participants 
screened 
against 
eligibility 
criteria. Those 
eligible, who 
wished to 
participate, 
included.  

17 
patients, 
15 care-
givers 

Patient
s = 48-
93. 
Care-
givers 
= 40-81 

Patient
s = 
12M, 
5F. 
Care-
givers 
= 5M, 
10F  

Theory informed 
(Interpretative 
Phenomenologic
al Analysis) 

To explore factors that influence patient 
distress within the lung cancer population 

Lowson 
#571 2013 UK Interviews 

Heart 
failure, 
lung 
cancer 

Acute 
hospital 
and 
communi
ty 

Participants 
screened 
against 
eligibility 
criteria. Those 
eligible, who 
wished to 
participate, 
included.  

27 patients 
(14 living 
with lung, 
13 heart 
failure) 

69-89 13M, 
14F 

Descriptive 
(framework 
approach, 
thematic 
analysis) 

To explore the meanings of family caring for 
care recipients 

Maguire 
#576 2014 UK Interviews Lung 

cancer  
Acute 
hospital Purposive 10 patients 47-80 4M, 6F 

Theory informed 
(Interpretative 
Phenomenologic
al Analysis) 

To explore the lived experience of multiple 
concurrent symptoms in people with lung 
cancer 

McCarthy 
#587 2009 Ireland Interviews Lung 

cancer 
Acute 
hospital Purposive 6 patients 53-74 2M, 4W 

Theory informed 
(Interpretative 
Phenomenologic
al Analysis) 

To explore patients' experiences of living with 
NSCLC 

Missel 
#597 2015 Denmark Interviews Lung 

cancer  
Acute 
hospital 

Criteria 
sampling 
approach (to 
select cases of 
predetermined 
criteria of 
importance) 

19 patients  42-79 7M, 
12F 

Theory informed 
(Ricoeur's 
theory of 
interpretation) 

To investigate how the diagnosis affects the 
daily lives of patients with operable lung 
cancer 

Molassiot
is #598 2011 UK Serial 

interviews 
Lung 
cancer 

Cancer 
centre 

Participants 
screened 
against 
eligibility 
criteria. Those 
eligible, who 
wished to 
participate, 
included.  

17 
patients, 
15 care-
givers 

Patient
s = 48-
93. 
Care-
givers 
= 40-81 

Patient
s = 
12M, 
5F. 
Care-
givers 
= 5M, 
10F  

Theory informed 
(Interpretative 
Phenomenologic
al Analysis) 

To explore lung cancer patients experiences of 
symptom clusters 



 
 

Mosher 
#604 2015 USA Interviews Lung 

cancer 
Cancer 
centre Purposive 

21 
patients, 
21 care-
givers 

Patient
s = 39-
80. 
Care-
givers 
= 38-78 

Patient
s = 
10M, 
11F. 
Care-
givers 
= 6M, 
15F 

Descriptive 
(thematic 
analysis) 

To identify strategies for coping with various 
physical and psychological symptoms among 
advanced symptomatic lung cancer patients 
and their primary family care-givers 

Petri 
#758 2015 Denmark Interviews Lung 

cancer 
Acute 
hospital 

Participants 
screened 
against 
eligibility 
criteria. Those 
eligible, who 
wished to 
participate, 
included.  

3 patients 65-72 2M, 1F 
Theory informed 
(descriptive 
phenomenology) 

To explore and describe the essential meaning 
of lived experiences of everyday life during 
curative radiotherapy in patients with NSCLC 

Pollock 
#760 2008 UK Serial 

interviews 

Lung 
cancer and 
head & 
neck  

Acute 
hospital 

Patients 
screened 
against 
eligibility 
criteria. Those 
eligible, who 
wished to 
participate, 
included. 
Family 
members 
nominated by 
patients. 

27 patients 
(15 living 
with lung, 
12 H&N). 
20 family 
members  

Patient
s = 41 - 
85. 
Family 
membe
rs not 
stated  

Patient
s = 
23M, 
8F 

Descriptive 
(thematic 
analysis) 

To investigate service users' experiences of 
information delivery after a diagnosis of cancer 

Powell 
#763 2015 UK Interviews  Lung 

cancer 
Acute 
hospital 

Participants 
screened 
against 
eligibility 
criteria. Those 
eligible, who 
wished to 
participate, 
included.  

15 patients 58-87 5F, 
10M 

Descriptive 
(framework 
approach) 

To explore patients' attitudes to the risks 
associated with lung cancer surgery 

Robinson 
#777 2011 Canada Interviews Lung 

cancer 
Communi
ty 

Participants 
screened 
against 
eligibility 
criteria. Family 
members 
nominated by 
patients.  

9 patients, 
9 family 
members 

Not 
stated 

Not 
stated 

Descriptive 
(constant 
comparison 
technique) 

To explore the applicability and usefulness of 
an advanced care planning (ACP) intervention 
and examine the ACP process 



 
 

Salander 
#786 2014 Sweden Serial 

interviews 
Lung 
cancer 

Acute 
hospital 

Participants 
screened 
against 
eligibility 
criteria and 
consecutively 
included.  

15 patients 56-85 4M, 
11F 

Descriptive 
(constant 
comparison 
technique) 

To understand how patients with lung cancer 
reflect upon their life situation after diagnosis 
and treatment 

Sandema
n #789 2011 UK Interviews Lung 

cancer 
Acute 
hospital Purposive 10 patients 46-82 4M, 6W 

Descriptive 
(framework 
approach) 

To explore the experiences of lung cancer 
patients attending routine follow up  

Sjolander 
#931 2008 Sweden Interviews Lung 

cancer 
Acute 
hospital 

Participants 
screened 
against 
eligibility 
criteria. Those 
eligible, who 
wished to 
participate, 
included.  

10 patients 47-88 8M, 2F 

Descriptive 
(constant 
comparison 
technique) 

To identify and describe the impact that social 
support and a social network has for patients 
with lung cancer 

Steinvall 
#938 2011 Sweden Interviews Lung 

cancer 
Acute 
hospital Purposive 11 family 

members 56-73 7M, 
4F 

Theory informed 
(phenomenologi
cal-hermeneutic 
approach) 

To identify and describe the experiences of 
quality of life/life situation among those who 
were next of kin to persons with inoperable 
lung cancer 

Stone 
#941 2012 USA Interviews Lung 

cancer 
Communi
ty 

Participants 
screened 
against 
eligibility 
criteria. Those 
eligible, who 
wished to 
participate, 
included.  

35 family 
members 36-72 6M, 

29F 

Descriptive 
(constant 
comparison 
technique) 

To investigate communication and care in the 
context of lung cancer  

Thornton 
#948 2011 UK Interviews Lung 

cancer 
Cancer 
centre 

Participants 
screened 
against 
eligibility 
criteria. Those 
eligible, who 
wished to 
participate, 
included.  

5 patients 39-67 4M, 1F 

Descriptive 
(thematic 
content 
analysis) 

To explore the factors that influence patients' 
choice of treatment during the oncologist-
patient consultation 



 
 

Treloar 
#957 2009 Australia Focus 

groups 
Lung 
cancer 

Acute 
hospitals 

Participants 
screened 
against 
eligibility 
criteria. 
Recruitment 
continued until 
no new 
themes 
emerged.  

22 
patients, 
13 care-
givers 

Patient
s = 37-
83. 
Care-
givers 
= 39-75 

Patient
s 17M, 
5 F. 
Care-
givers 
= 1M, 
12F 

Descriptive 
(thematic 
analysis) 

To identify the needs of people with NSCLC 
and their carers in relation to quality of life 
issues 

Wickersh
am #975 2014 USA Interviews Lung 

cancer 
Cancer 
centre Purposive 13 patients 52-83 5M, 8F 

Theory building 
(grounded 
theory) 

To explore the process of medication-taking for 
NSCLC patients receiving oral epidermal 
growth factor receptor inhibitors 

 


