
1 
 

Online Supplement 1 
 
 
 
Description of original cohort, the “Chemoprevention of Cancer” cohort, and flow-chart 
describing the selection of the study cohort. 
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Abbreviations: COX, cyclooxygenase; DDD, defined daily dosage; NSAIDs, non-steroidal 

anti-inflammatory drugs; PPIs, proton pump inhibitors 

7,522,991 unique individuals Excluded because no NSAIDs 
prescriptions during study period 
(2005-2012) 
(n=2,961,432) 

4,561,559 unique individuals 

Excluded because < 18 years at time 
of first prescription (n=219,299) 

4,342,260 unique individuals 

4,050,855 unique individuals 

1,368,027 unique individuals 
- 783,870 aspirin only users 
- 17,948 selective COX-2 

inhibitors users  
- 566,209 other non-aspirin 

NSAID users 

Excluded because only 1 prescription 
of NSAIDs/aspirin (n=1,221,595) 

Excluded because history of cancer 
(n=291,405) 

2,829,260 unique individuals 

Excluded because not in any of the 3 
exposure groups based on the minimal 
DDD before the cancer diagnosis 
(n=1,262,696) 

Subgroups (≥180 days exposure) 
Aspirin sub-type: 

- 668,349 only low-dose aspirin  
- 1,430 only high-dose aspirin  

Other NSAIDs sub-type: 
- 7,609 relatively selective non-

aspirin NSAID  
PPI  

- 200,828 aspirin + PPI 
- 148,586 other non-aspirin 

NSAIDs + PPI 
Statins 

- 432,996 aspirin + statins 
- 77, 514 other NSAIDs + statins 

1,566,564 unique individuals 

Excluded because cancer diagnosis 
within 1 year after inclusion in the 
cohort (n=11,053) 
 

Excluded because in more than 1 
exposure group (n=187,484)  

1,379,080 unique individuals 
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This cohort included all individuals residing in Sweden who received at least one 

dispensed prescription of one of the following commonly prescribed drugs between July 1, 

2005 and December 31, 2014 (with corresponding ATC codes) with follow-up for cancer 

until December 2012: sex hormones (G03), drugs for peptic ulcers and gastro-esophageal 

reflux disease (A02B), acetylsalicylic acid (B01AC06, N02BA), non-steroidal anti-

inflammatory drugs (M01A), HMG CoA reductase inhibitors (C10AA), drugs affecting bone 

structure and mineralization, (M05B), and antibiotics (J01AA, J01CA04, J01FA, J01MA, 

J01XD, J01XE, J04AB04). This cohort included approximately 85% of all Swedish 

residents, with especially high coverage of adults.  


