
Supplementary Information 3 - Quality appraisal of included 70 studies 

Study 
Patient Selection Comparability Outcome Assessment 

Overall 
quality 
score 

 

Cohort 

Representative? 

Patients drawn 

from same 

community? 

Presence of 

comorbidities 

verified? 

Outcome not 

present at 

the start? 

Cohort drawn 

from multiple 

communities? 

Controlled 

for age and 

sex? 

Controlled for 

SES and 

Ethnicity? 

Outcome of 

interest clearly 

defined? 

Follow-up 

long 

enough? 

Follow-up 

adequate? 

Ackland (2011) Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No Yes NS No 6 

Adams (2013) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes 11 

Aggarwal (2013) Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes NS No 8 

Amusat (2014) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No 10 

Ayers (2005) No Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes Yes No 8 

Belmont (2016) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes 9 

Bolognesi (2008) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No NS No 9 

Browne (2014) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes (ethnicity) No NS No 8 

Bulle (2015) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No NS No 7 

Chan (2004) Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes Yes Yes 10 

Clement (2013)  Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes 8 

Cohen (2005) Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No Yes Yes No 7 

Courtney (2017) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes (ethnicity) No Yes Yes 10 

Deegan (2014) Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes Yes Yes 10 

Deleuran (2015) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes 9 

Dowsey (2009) Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes Yes Yes 10 

Ekocak (2016) Yes Yes Yes  Yes No No No No Yes Yes 6 

Gandhi (2009) Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes Yes No 9 

Gaston (2007) Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes Yes Yes 10 

Huddleston (2009) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes (ethnicity) No Yes Yes 10 

Hunt (2013) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes 11 

Hunt (2014) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes 11 

Inacio (2016)  No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No  Yes Yes 8 

Iorio (2012) Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No Yes NS No 6 

Jain (2005) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No NS No 9 



Jamsen (2013) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes 11 

Jamsen (2014) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes 11 

Jamsen (2015) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes 11 

Jorgensen (2015a) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes 9 

Jorgensen (2015b) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes 9 

Judge (2012) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No 10 

Kapoor (2010) No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No NS Yes 7 

Kapoor (2013) No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes 10 

Karam (2015) Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes 8 

Keswani (2016) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes 9 

Kildow (2017) No Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No Yes Yes 6 

Kuo (2017) No Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes Yes Yes 9 

Lee (2017) No Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes Yes Yes 9 

Liao (2016) No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes 8 

Marchant (2009) No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes (SES) No Yes Yes 9 

Martinez (2013) No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes 8 

Mazoch (2009) Yes Yes Yes Yes No 1 No Yes NS Yes 8 

McCleery (2010) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes 9 

Meding (2003) Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No Yes Yes No 7 

Menendez (2016) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes (ethnicity) No Yes Yes 10 

Miric (2014a) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes (ethnicity) Yes Yes Yes 12 

Miric (2014b) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes (ethnicity) Yes Yes Yes 12 

Moon (2008) Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes 8 

Pedersen (2010) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes 11 

Perez (2014) Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes 8 

Radkte (2016) No Yes Yes Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes 7 

Rajamaki (2015) Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes Yes No 9 

Rasouli (2016) Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes Yes Yes 10 

Robertson (2012) Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes Yes Yes 10 

Sanders (2012) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes (SES) No Yes Yes 10 



Seol (2017) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes NS Yes 8 

Sikora-Klak (2017) No Yes Yes Yes No No No Yes Yes No 6 

Singh (2014a) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No 10 

Singh (2009) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No 10 

Singh (2014b) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No 10 

Singh (2013a) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No 10 

Singh (2013b) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No 10 

Singh (2013c) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No 10 

Singh (2014)  Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No 10 

Stundner (2013) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes (ethnicity) No Yes Yes 10 

Tiberi (2014) Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes 8 

Vannini (1984) Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes 8 

Wang (2013) No Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes 8 

Warth (2015) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No Yes Yes 7 

Zhao (2014) No Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes 8 

Note: SES = Socioeconomic Status 


