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Questionnaire 

General information 

1. Last name of the first author 

2. Year of publication 

3. Language of publication 

 Chinese 

 English  

4. Number of the author 

5. Sample size 

6. Study center  

 Single  

 multiple 

7. Length of follow up 

8. Journal name 

9. Scope of the journal 

A: Acupuncture-related 

B: Others (Non-acupuncture) 

10. Source of funding, check all that apply  

 A: industry 

 B: government 

 C: research foundation 

 D: clearly stated – not funded 

 E: not reported 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Study design and conduct 
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Randomization and allocation concealment 

11. How was randomization sequence generated?  

 A random number table 

 Computer-generated randomization number 

 Coin tossing 

 Shuffling cards or envelopes 

 Drawing of lots 

 Others, specify  

 unclear 

12. How was randomization concealed? 

 Central allocation (telephone, web-based) 

 Sequentially numbered, opaque, sealed envelopes 

 Others, specify  

 Not concealed  

 Unclear 

13. The methods of the randomization 

 Simple randomization 

 Blocked randomization 

 Other, specify 

 Unclear  

14. Was the randomization stratified 

 Yes 

 No, clear specify no stratification was conducted 

 Unclear 

 

Description and standardization of acupuncture procedures  

15. Did the trial describe interventions for each group? 

 A: Yes,  

 B: No 

 C: Others, specify 

 D: Unclear 

16. The type of the acupuncture (i.e. experimental arm) 

 A: Filiform /ordinary needle 

 B: Electro-acupuncture 

 C: Fire needle 

 D: Laser acupuncture 

 E: Non-conventional acupuncture (silver needle, Fu's subcutaneous, blade and 

longitudinal needle, etc.)   

 F: Combination of different types of acupuncture 

 G: Others, specify 

 H: Unclear     
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17. The intervention of the control group 

 A: Acupuncture, please specify 

 B: Pharmacologic interventions  

 C: Placebo acupuncture 

 D: Sham acupuncture 

 E: Waiting list 

 F: Physical treatments (exercises, weight loss…) 

 G: Moxibustion 

 H: Acupuncture and moxibustion 

 I: Needle‑knife 

 G: Multiple interventions (including acupuncture or/and pharmacologic or/and   

 physical treatments in the control group) 

 K: Others, specify 

 L: Unclear 

18. Was the procedure standardized? 

 A: Yes, acupuncture procedure standardized  

 B: Clearly stated, procedures not standardized 

 C: Unclear  

 D: Others, specify 

19. How was the acupuncture procedure standardized? 

 A: According to written manuals or specific guidelines 

 B: Standardized acupuncture protocol 

 C: Others, specify 

 D: No statement 

20. On what basis the acupuncture procedure was conducted? 

 A: Theory  

 B: Literature  

 C: Consensus methods 

 D: Others, specify 

 E: Unclear 

21. Who undertook acupuncture procedures? 

 A: Specify the details: 

 B: Unclear 

 

Blinding 

22. Was the trial blinded? 

 A: Yes 

 B: No 

 C: No statement about blinding status, unclear 

23. Was the blinded subjects clearly stated? 

 Yes 

 Trials just stated as single-blinded/double-blinded/blinded” without giving further 

information 
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24. Were patients blinded to group allocation? 

 A: Yes 

 B: No 

 C: No statement about blinding of patients, unclear 

25. Were acupuncturists blinded to group allocation? 

 A: Yes 

 B: No 

 C: No statement about blinding of acupuncturists, unclear 

26. Were outcome assessors blinded to group allocation? 

 A: Yes 

 B: No 

 C: No statement about blinding of outcome assessors, unclear 

27. Were data analyst blinded to of group allocation? 

 A: Yes 

 B: No 

 C: No statement about blinding of data analyst, unclear 

 

Sample size calculation 

28. Was sample size calculation conducted? 

 A: Yes, details of the calculation reported, complete the following questions.  

(1) Was the sample size calculated based on the defined primary outcome? 

 A: Yes 

 B: Unclear 

(2) Did the trial define α? 

 A: Yes 

 B: Unclear  

(3) Did the trial define β? 

 A: Yes 

 B: Unclear  

(4) What basis was the sample size calculated? 

 Ａ:Pilot study 

 B: Previous study 

 C: Consensus 

 D: Others, specify  

 E: Unclear  

(5) Was the loss to follow up considered? 

 A: Yes 

 B: No  

 C: Unclear 

 B: Yes, but no statistical details 

 C: No 

 D: Unclear 

29. Was an interim analysis pre-planned? 
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 A: Yes, specify  

 B: No 

 C: Unclear 

30. Was a stopping rule predetermined? 

 A: Yes  

 B: No  

 C: Not reported 

31. Study stopped early for benefit or safety 

 A: Yes  

 B: No 

 C: Not reported 

 D: Others, specify 

 

Primary outcomes 

32. Was/Were primary outcome(s) pre-specified? 

 A: Yes 

 B: No 

 C: Unclear 

33. Did the investigators specify statistical methods for primary outcome(s)? 

 A: Yes  

 B: No 

34. ITT principle used for primary outcome 

 A: ITT analysis or modified ITT analysis  

 B: PP analysis 

 C: Use the term FAS analysis 

 D: Others, specify 

 E: No 

 F: Not reported 

35. Type of the primary outcome(s) 

 A: Patient report outcome (pain, function and quality of life)  

 B: Image 

 C: Laboratory results (endocrinological changes: b-Endorphin, Cortisol) 

 D: Safety 

 E: Others, specify 

 

 

 

 

Data analysis  
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Methods for loss-to-follow up 

36. Did lost to follow up (LTFU) explicitly stated 

 A: Yes, explicit statement: LTFU occurred 

 B: Yes, explicit statement: LTFU did not occur 

 C: No, no explicit statement about LTFU, Unclear 

37. Did the author specified the LTFU for the primary outcome (s)? 

 A: Yes  

 B: No 

 C: Unclear 

38. LTFU reported separately for the all arms? 

 A: Yes  

 B: No 

 C: Others, specify 

 D: Unclear 

39. Did investigator compare baseline characteristic of LTFU 

 A: Yes 

 B: No  

 D: Others, specify 

 E: Unclear 

40. Analytical methods for LTFU data 

 A: Survival analysis  

 B: Complete case analysis (patients lost to follow up are excluded from the analysis 

and not included in the denominator) 

 C: ITT analysis 

 D: Last observation carried forward  

 E: best case scenario (none of the patients lost to follow up in the treatment group had 

the event; all of those in the control group had it) 

 F: worst case scenario (all patients lost to follow up in the treatment group had the 

event; none of those in the control group had it) 

 G: Others, specify 

 H: Unclear which method used 

41. Specified analytical methods for LTFU data of the primary outcome(s)? 

 A: Yes 

 B: No  

 D: Others, specify 

 E: Unclear 

 

Subgroup analysis 

42. Was any subgroup analysis conducted? 

 A: Yes  

 B: No, clearly specified no subgroup analysis was conducted  
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 C: Unclear 

43. Was any subgroup analysis pre-specified? 

 A: Yes  

 B: No  

 C: Unclear 

44. Number of subgroup analyses conducted? 

45. Were interaction tests used for assessing subgroup treatment effect interactions 

 A: Yes 

 B: No  

 C: Unclear 

 

Adjustment for confounders 

46. Did the investigator conduct adjust analysis?  

 A: Yes  

 B: No, clear specified no adjusted analysis  

 C: Unclear 

47. Was the adjustment analysis pre-specified? 

 A: Yes 

 B: No  

 C: Unclear 

48. Statistical methods used for adjustment analysis? 

 A: Yes 

 B: No  

 C: Unclear 

 


