
Online Appendix 1 

Evaluation of Patient-Reported Outcome (PRO) Protocol Content and Reporting in UK 

Cancer Clinical Trial - EPiC 

Interview topic guide 

Introduction 

1. Re-state purpose of the interview: Discuss your experience and understanding of 

Patient-Reported Outcomes in clinical cancer trials. 

2. Any questions or clarifications before beginning? If appropriate, have participants’ 

scoring information, protocol or publication for reference. 

Topics to be covered: 

What do you think are the factors that affect whether information related to PROs are 

included in trial protocols? 

What are the barriers to including PRO information in protocols? 

What enables the inclusion of PRO information in protocols? 

How do you think inclusion of PRO information in protocols can be encouraged? 

What do you think are the factors that affect whether PROs are effectively collected 

during trials? 

What are the barriers to effectively collecting PROs during trials? 

What enables the effective collection of PROs during trials? 

What do you think are the factors that affect whether PRO information is appropriately 

reported in the resulting peer-reviewed publications following a trial? 

What are the barriers for reporting PRO information in subsequent publications? 

What enables the appropriately reporting of PRO information in subsequent publications? 

How do you think the appropriately reporting of PRO information in subsequent publications 

can be encouraged? 

Are you familiar with, or have you personally accessed, any guidelines or training that 

are specifically intended to assist when including PRO information in protocols? 

If yes, please could you tell me more about them? 

If no, do you think guidelines or training would be helpful? How could they be implemented? 

Are you familiar with CONSORT PRO reporting guidelines? 

How do you think these guidelines can be made more accessible? 

Do you think these guidelines could be better implemented? How? 



[Referring to scoring information] Please could you explain how you decided which 

PRO related information to include in your protocol/publication? 

Is there any further guidance you would have wanted to aid your decisions about what to 

include? 

Are there any PRO related components of this protocol/publication that you would change, if 

given the opportunity? 

Are there any other aspects of PROs in clinical cancer trials that you would like to 

discuss? 

Do you have experience of undertaking/overseeing the storage, cleaning and analysis of 

PRO data? 

Do you feel you have access to expertise in these areas, either in your team or externally? 

 

Thank you for taking part.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


