
 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 9. Sensitivity analysis – Stratified analyses 

Overall 

Study design 
Cross sectional 
Retrospective cohort 

Period of data collection 
Up to 1992 
1993 to 2000 
2001 and later 

Country 
Australia 
Ireland 
United States 

Type of ceasarean section 
Any 
Indication estabished before labour 
Indication estabished during labour 

Parity 
Primi and multiparae 
Primiparae only 

Inclusion of woman with previous caesarean 
Yes 
No 

Pregnancy risk 
High risk 
Any risk 
Low risk 

16 

12 
4 

4 
4 
8 

1 
1 
14 

12 
2 
2 

13 
3 

9 
7 

1 
12 
3 

1.16 (1.07, 1.25) 
1.10 (0.95, 1.28) 

1.15 (1.07, 1.23) 
1.04 (1.01, 1.07) 
1.22 (1.11, 1.35) 

1.72 (1.48, 2.02) 
1.27 (1.25, 1.29) 
1.11 (1.03, 1.20) 

1.16 (1.07, 1.24) 
1.26 (0.86, 1.83) 
1.02 (0.99, 1.05) 

1.16 (1.08, 1.25) 
1.07 (0.97, 1.17) 

1.16 (1.06, 1.26) 
1.13 (1.01, 1.26) 

1.72 (1.48, 2.02) 
1.09 (1.02, 1.17) 
1.25 (1.04, 1.51) 

0.015 

0.016 
0.021 

0.003 
<0.001 

0.018 

<0.001 
<0.001 

0.019 

0.015 

0.016 
0.004 

0.016 
0.020 

0.012 

0.587 

0.96* 

<0.001 

0.007 

0.138 

0.703 

<0.001 

1.14 (1.07, 1.22) 

0.070 
<0.001 

<0.001 

0.025 

0.5 1 2 5 

Higher rate of caesarean section 

with private insurance  

Categories 
Number of 

studies 

P for  
interaction OR (95% CI) 𝝉

2
 

Higher rate of caesarean section 

with public insurance   

*P for trend 

QUIPS risk of bias 
Low 
Moderate 
High 

5 
10 
1 

1.14 (1.03, 1.27) 
1.15 (1.05, 1.25) 
1.11 (0.98, 1.26) 

0.012 
0.017 

<0.001 

0.90 


