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Phase 2 semi-structured interview guide 
 
SDM in Medical School Education 
Phase 2: Semi-Structured Interview Guide 
 
Questions for Students 
 

1.   Could you please define SDM? 
2.   Tell me about any shared decision making training you have received thus far. 

a.   If they HAVE received training: 
i.   What did you think of it? 

ii.   If not mentioned: where (i.e., class vs. special session vs. other) did you 
learn about shared decision making? 

iii.   If not mentioned: how many hours? Integrated in other modules (e.g., 
communication skills, breaking bad news) or a standalone shared decision 
making module? 

iv.   If not mentioned: when (i.e., what year) did you learn this skill? 
v.   Has it been beneficial/unhelpful? Why? 

vi.   Would you have liked to have learned this skill at a different time during 
your medical school education? If yes, why? 

b.   If they HAVE NOT received training: 
i.   Do you know whether you will receive such training in the remaining 

year(s) or months of your undergraduate medical education? 
i.   If NO, would you have liked to receive such training? Why? When (e.g., 

what year) in the curriculum do you think it would be most beneficial to 
have SDM training in medical schools? why? 

3.   Should SDM training be completed through specific SDM classes/training or ; 
incorporated into all appropriate classes or other? 

4.   What do you think would be the barriers to having SDM training during medical school? 
5.   What would make SDM training successful in medical schools? 
6.   Who would you like to learn SDM training from? 

a.   Probe: fellow students, residents, attending physicians, regular professors, etc.? 
7.   What would an ideal SDM training session look like? 

a.   Probe: lecture based, interactive, etc.? 
8.   What excites you about SDM? 

 
Questions for Curriculum Specialists 
 

1.   Have you heard of SDM before? 
a.   Depending on response: Where have you heard of it? 
b.   Could you please define SDM? 
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c.   How important do you think it is for a physician to know how to promote SDM 
and engage their patients in medical decision making?  

2.   Tell me about the efforts the administration is making at __________ medical school to 
promote training in SDM? 

3.   If answer is essentially ‘no efforts’: 
a.   Have you considered integrating SDM training in the curriculum? 
b.   Are there any other modules that you currently offer that teach similar 

skills?  
4.   When (e.g., what year) in the curriculum do you think it would be most beneficial to have 

SDM training in medical school? 
a.   Probe: specific SDM classes/training; incorporated into all appropriate classes? 

5.   Where (e.g., which classes) in the curriculum do you think it would be most beneficial to 
have SDM training in medical school? 

6.   What do you think would be the barriers to having SDM training at ___________ 
medical school? 

7.   What are the factors that would make SDM training successful? 
8.   What resources would ___________ need to incorporate SDM training into the 

curriculum? 
9.   What would an ideal SDM training look like? 

a.   Probe: lecture based, interactive, etc.? 
 
 
 
 


