
Interview schedule: clinicians 

Example of questions 

 

Theme 

Have you read the information sheet? 

Do you understand that you can change your mind about being 

involved with the project at any time? 

Would you sign the consent documentation? 

CONSENT 

Is it ok if I record the interview? 

Have you got any questions about the project? 

I’d really like to cover much of the information that we discussed 

when we originally spoke about the project. It would be really 

helpful if we could cover the same aspects again. 

BEFORE WE START 

 

Gender 

Ethnic Origin 

How long have you worked in your current position? 

TELL ME A BIT 

ABOUT YOURSELF 

How do you determine what a severe anomaly is and what it isn’t 

with regards to offering a termination under Section E? 

In the case of a parent who wanted a termination and you felt there 

was insufficient evidence to suggest that the fetus had a severe 

anomaly, what would you do? 

Has this caused any problems with parents in the past? 

Can you tell me about it?  

Is there any aspect of your relationship with some women that 

makes your job harder? 

And easier? 

Can you tell me a bit more about it? 

Some of the national charities I have spoken to suggested that 

some women from smaller hospitals do not get as far as fetal 

medicine when a structural anomaly is suspected and are offered 

a termination by their obstetrician. Is this something you have 

encountered or have any views on?   

PREGNANCY 

SUSPICION OF 

ANOMALY 

 

Do you find parents justify their decisions to you? 

If so, what sorts of issues are raised? 

APPROACH TO RISK 

In your experience, what is it that parents want? 
BREAKING THE 

NEWS 



Do you find that you can predict the outcome after meeting the 

parents? 

Why do you think that? 

Do you think that there are differences in the way parents from 

different socioeconomic groups make the decision to continue or 

terminate an affected pregnancy? 

What sort of issues have you seen? 

How do you deal with that? 

Do you find any particular groups of parents more difficult to deal 

with than others? 

If so, why do you think that could be? 

MAKING THE 

DECISION 

In your experience do you find parents look for their own 

information?  

What are the biggest problems that you encounter with regards to 

women identifying misinformation? 

How do you determine how much information to give to parents? 

How do you present the different anomalies to parents? 

UNDERSTANDING 

THE ANOMALY 

Do you see many stereotypical perceptions of disability when you 

talk to parents?  

APPROACH TO 

DISABILITY 

In an ideal world, how would you change the service that you 

provide? 

What do you think is missing from the current service? 

Is there anything else you would like to tell me about your 

experience?  

ENDINGS 

 

 


