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SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS 

Guide for Interviews with Oncologists 

1. Tell me a little about yourself. How long have you worked in the oncology department? 

Why did you choose this specialization? 

2. Can you estimate how many patients with advanced stages of the disease you treat per 

week? 

3. Have you been involved in the Health Fund Committee processes for rating oncology 

treatments funded by the public healthcare system? 

4. What do you know about the processes of testing innovative treatments in the field of 

oncology to include them in the set of funded treatments before discussion by the Health 

Fund Committee?  

5. Do you often use tests such as NGS technology that are not funded by the public healthcare 

system in Israel? 

6. Have you ever had to recommend one of your patients to take out a loan or sell the property 

to fund oncology treatments, or have you heard of such a case from another oncologist? If 

so, what is your position on the matter? 

7. Have you experienced an extraordinary and unexpected success when using expensive, 

privately funded treatments for one of your patients? 

8. Have you ever experienced clinical failure when using treatments that are considered "life-

saving"?  

9. Do you hold discussions on the issue of spending large sums of money for oncology 

treatments with the patient alone, only with the patient's family members, or with everyone 

together? 

10. The development of cancer treatments is gaining momentum, and some of the treatments 

are not publicly funded. Are you aware of the costs of such treatments? Do you have a way 

of knowing the costs? 

11. If there is a less expensive alternative to treatment with the same benefit, do you think the 

physician should recommend the less expensive choice or present both to the patient? 

12. Do you offer your patients all treatment alternatives, including those not funded, regardless 

of their financial situation? 
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13. Can you share a dilemma you have had concerning a case in which you believed that 

treatment could prolong a patient's life but that the patient would have difficulty financing 

it? What did you do in this situation? Did you try to find ways to get funding? 

14. Do you think it is your task to know and discuss the costs of the treatments? Or should you 

only offer the clinical alternatives that seem most appropriate to you? 

15. Do you think society pays an excessively high economic price for extensive treatments for 

cancer patients in terms of cost versus benefit and financial resources that could have been 

invested elsewhere? 

16. Suppose you were to write guidelines for physicians, not necessarily oncologists. For 

example, would you suggest that physicians offer patients all alternatives, even the most 

expensive ones, or consider the patient's financial situation? 

 Guide for In-Depth Interview Questions with cancer patients/family members 

1. Tell me a little about yourself, when the disease was discovered, and how it affected you 

emotionally / family / financially / in everyday life? 

2. Do you have any support from the family or another close person while dealing with cancer 

when you arrive for treatments, at-home care, making decisions in dilemmas related to 

treatment? 

3. Is there a discussion with your oncologist about the treatment alternatives? 

4. Has your oncologist offered you innovative treatments that are not in the health basket? 

5. How did you choose your preferred treatment? Was the economic consideration the 

overriding consideration or the clinical consideration? 

6. Does your oncologist discuss with you the meanings of the clinical studies on which he 

relied when he offered innovative treatment (concepts such as time without disease 

progression, median life expectancy, etc.)? 

7. Has your oncologist transferred to you the responsibility to choose the type of treatment? 

8. Would you like to receive more information from your oncologist regarding the treatment 

implications for the family members around you? 

9. Does the attending physician discuss with you the treatment implications, your emotional 

state, and how the treatment will affect your quality of life? 

10. Do you think the patient should decide on the medical treatment himself after receiving the 

information regarding the benefit and cost of the treatment from the doctor? Should the 
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patient and the doctor share the decision? Should the physician decide for the patient based 

on their medical knowledge and familiarity with the patient? 
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