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Interview guideline on ‘Community Engagement in health research in Ethiopia 

 
1. Interview guide to elicit evidence on community engagement using Key Informant Interview 

(Participants are research directors and coordinators of institutions (Jimma and AAU/College of 

Health sciences, EPHI, EPHA, National One Health steering group, MoSHE/NERC, the Ethiopian 

Academy of sciences and key development partners /JSI L10K and Pathfinder)  

 

1. In your opinion, who is/are considered as a ‘research community’? Please explain who 

were considered as a research community in the researches that were carried out by 

your institution? Why do you think were these considered as research community?  

Please share examples… 

2. Please tell me if your institution believes in the value of community engagement in 

research? Tell me the purpose of community engagement in research? 

3. What effort has your institution made to engage the community in the research 

activities? Please tell me when and how such efforts were made? 

4. What strategies were developed to facilitate community engagement in research? 

Please tell me if there were tools developed by your institution? Can you share those 

document with me please? 

5. To what extent is the concept ‘community engagement’ in research familiar among 

researchers in your institution? What measure has your institution taken in advocating 

and promoting community engagement among researchers? Please provide practical 

examples? 

6. How do you explain if the IRB process and the information sheet and consenting 

process encompass community engagement? In what way? Tell me how? 

7. What does community engagement constitute? (informing the community about the 

research, having specific stake in the process, providing opinion on questions, 

findings/interpretations, co-ownership of the process)? Who in the community should 

be engaged? Why? Who in the research community do you think should engage? 

8. What purposes would such an engagement have? What do you think constitutes 

community engagement?  

9. What are the roles of community in research? Who in the community has what role in 

research? At what levels of the research process do you think community has stake? 

(Probe: problem identification/defining research question, data collection, analysis, 

interpretation, dissemination…). Why do you think is that the case?   

10. Does your institution have any documents i.e., guidelines, roadmaps, SOPs etc. to 

ensure community engagement?  

11. What major challenges are there in implementing community engagement in the 

context of research activities in your institution?   

12. What are the successes to date in community engagement endeavors in your 

institutions? Please share examples. 

13. What do you suggest to change/improve to strengthen community engagement (who 

do you think has a stake – list all possible?) 
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2. Interview guide to elicit evidence on community engagement using In-depth Interview 

(Participants are senior researchers at the rank of Associate Professors and above from the fields 

of basic sciences, clinical science and public health as well as senior PhD students from the same 

field who are at the stage of writing their dissertation) 

 

1. How do you explain if community should be engaged in research activities? What 

purposes would such an engagement have? What do you think constitute 

community engagement? 

2. In your research who were considered as your ‘research community’? Why?   

3. What efforts did you make to engage the community in your research? How did 

you engage the community? Who were the community you engaged? How did you 

select them? How did you engage them? 

4. What approach, tools did you use to engage them?  Please tell me more on how 

these approaches and tools were developed  

5. At what level were your research community engaged? (Probe: problem 

identification/defining research question, data collection, analysis, interpretation, 

dissemination…)  
6. Please share with me your experience in engaging the community? What practical 

challenges and successes did you have? 

7. What major challenges do you encounter in implementing community engagement 

in the context of your research?   

8. What lessons did you draw in the process?  

9. What do you suggest to change/improve to strengthen community engagement 

(who do you think has a stake – list all possible?) 

 

3. Interview guide to elicit evidence on community engagement using Key Informant Interview 

(Participants are senior members of the IRB)   

1. In your opinion, who is/are considered as a ‘research community’? who were 
considered as a research community in researches carried out by your institution? 

Please share examples… 

2. How do your IRB explain if community should be engaged in research activities? What 

purposes would such an engagement have?  

3. What does community engagement constitute? (informing the community about the 

research, having specific stake in the process, providing opinion on questions, research 

design, interpretation of findings, translation of findings to solve practical problems, 

co-ownership of the process)?  

4. What effort has your IRB made to ensure proposals constitute a section on community 

engagement in the research activities? Please tell me if there are guidance is developed 

for researchers (request for the guidance for sharing)  

5. What strategies were developed to facilitate community engagement in research? 

Please tell me if there were tools developed by your IRB? Can you share those 

document with me please? 

6. What effort was made to help members of the IRB to undertint community 

engagement? What training/orientation did they receive?  

7. What are the principles of your IRB with respect to community engagement? Is there 

a belief by members if anything is missing with respect to community engagement?  
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8. What are the key community engagement related considerations in the review of 

proposals? Could it be the same for researches on basic health sciences, clinical 

sciences and public health? Please explain differences 

9. Tell me if there are professionally relevant person or representative of the community 

as member of your IRB? What is/are the role(s) of such representatives?   

10. What do you suggest to change/improve to strengthen community engagement (who 

do you think has a stake – list all possible?) 
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