BMJ Publishing Group Limited (BMJ) disclaims al liability and responsibility arising from any reliance
Supplemental material placed on this supplemental material which has been supplied by the author(s) BMJ Open

Appendix 1: Systematic review of clinical trials of glial-modulating drugs to treat pain - Search
strategy

Treatment terms (each of the 8 following search sets to be combined with ‘Pain Terms’
and ‘Trial Terms’):

1. (glia or glial OR microglia)
2. minocycline
3. pentoxifylline
4. propentofylline
5. ibudilast OR av411 OR av-411
6. slc022
7. av333
8. OR 1-7

Pain terms
9. Exp Pain/
10. Exp fibromyalgia/
11. Exp arthritis/
12. Exp headache disorders/
13. Fibromyalgia or musculoskeletal pain or dysmenorrhea or neuralgi* or neuropath*.mp.
14. headache* or cephalgi* or cephalalgi* or migrain* or neuropath*.mp.
pain or painful.mp.
15. postoperative or 'post operative'.mp.
16. opioid* OR opiate* OR morphine OR oxycodone OR hydromorphone OR heroin OR
fentanyl
17. OR 9-16

Trial terms
18.-randomized controlled trial.pt.
19. -controlled clinical trial.pt.
20.-randomized.ab.
21.-placebo.ab.
22.-drug therapy.fs.
23.-randomly.ab.
24 -trial.ab.
25.-groups.ab.
26. OR 18-25
27. AND 8,17,26
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