
Appendix 2 

Information letter 
CanTest Network Analysis Study 

Qualitative sub-study - The value created by participation  

within CanTest - a primary care cancer diagnostics network 

Introduction 

You have been asked to participate in the above named scientific research study. In this mixed 

methods study, we aim to understand more fully the impact of the CRUK-funded CanTest 

programme on the primary care cancer diagnostics network. In order to do so, you as a member 

of the CanTest family, have been asked to participate in a semi-structured interview. Please read 

this information letter thoroughly and if you agree, we will ask you whether you give informed 

consent at the start of the interview. The interview will be conducted with a video 

communication tool similar to Skype (Zoom) . 

2. How will the research be conducted? 

In this study, semi-structured interviews will be carried out by (in the document for the 

participants, name of the researcher was provided here) of UMC Utrecht. These interviews will 

last approximately 45 minutes and be audio-taped and transcribed. Each interview will be 

conducted using the ZOOM teleconferencing service.  

3. What do we expect from you? 

We expect you to respond to the questions during the interview in an open and personal 

manner. We want to know your own personal opinions and therefore all answers are correct 

answers.  

4. What are the potential risks? 

In this study personal data will be collected (including your name and email address (affiliated 

institution and your function). Collecting personal data always comes with privacy risks. The 

collected data will only be used for this study. Your name and the name of your institution will 

not be published. Descriptive information in the final publication about your background will be 

formulated in such a manner that it cannot be traced easily back to you or your institution.  

5. What are potential advantages or disadvantages in participating in this study? 
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The only disadvantage of participating in this study is the investment of time. Approximately 45 

minutes for the interview. There are no direct advantages for you as a person or your institute. 

However, this study might provide useful insights regarding the CanTest collaborative 

programme and networks of researchers more broadly. 

6. What happens if I don’t want to participate in this study? 

Participation is voluntary. You decide whether or not you want to participate. If you decide not 

to participate you don’t have to take further actions or provide us with a justification. If you do 

decide to participate you can withdraw from the study within 2 (two) weeks after data collection 

has taken place, after this period it is not possible to withdraw from the study. Withdrawal can 

only take place by sending an email to one of the three main researchers (see below). If you 

decide to withdraw from the study you don’t need to provide a justification for your choice and 

any previously collected data involving your participation will be destroyed. 

7. Will I be informed if in the course of the study relevant information becomes apparent? 

If information becomes apparent during the study that could possibly influence your consent we 

will inform you about this in a timely fashion. 

8. What happens with my data? 

Your raw research data will be stored for 10 (ten) years after the end of this study (date of 

publication of the results), this is in accordance with the Netherlands Code of Conduct for 

Research Integrity. You give permission for this if you participate in this study. If you do not 

agree to this then you cannot participate. After 10 (ten) years, the raw research data will be 

destroyed. If there is a reason to use the data for another research aim, you will be asked for 

permission again. Due to practical reasons ZOOM will be used. ZOOM is a subscription based 

tool where recordings are stored in a safe server. You will receive further instructions on the 

requirements of this application. 

Your data will be stored on a protected server of Utrecht University; the Netherlands. Your data 

will be handled according to the European General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). Principal 

investigator (in the document for the participants, name of researcher was provided here) is 

responsible for processing your personal data. Your data will be coded by (in the document for 

the participants, name of researcher was provided here). Coded data means that it cannot be 

directly traced to a person. The file containing the keys of the codes will be saved in another 

location. Only (in the document for the participants, name of the researcher was provided here) 

(or her successor) will have access to this file and thus to the directly traceable data. The other 

members of the research team (in the document for the participants, names were provided here) 

will have access to the coded data only. Members of the steering committee for this study (in 
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the document for the participants, names were provided here) have access to the interim results 

of the analysis only which will not include fragments of your interview recording. When specific 

quotations from your interview are considered for the final research paper and are considered 

potentially sensitive we will ask for your permission before submission. The audio tapes of the 

interview will be transcribed by an external bureau. They are obligated by law to handle your 

data according to the GDPR legislation. 

9. What are my rights in the processing of data? 

As a participant in this study you have several rights, e.g. the right to see how your data are 

stored. For general information see the website of the Dutch Data Protection Authority 

(https://autoriteitpersoonsgegevens.nl/en). If you have questions or complaints about the 

processing of your personal data we advise you to contact the principal investigator (in the 

document for the participants, name of the researcher was provided here) first. You can also 

contact the Data Protection Officer of the (in the document for the participants, name of the 

organisation was provided here) whose contact details will be provided by the principal 

investigator upon request.  

10. Are there any costs involved or is there a (financial) compensation if I decide to 

participate in this study? 

No 

11. Did an ethical review board for medical education approved this study? 

In the Netherlands, it is not mandatory to get formal approval for this type of study. For the 

information letter, we complied with the forms (and the actions implied in those forms) that are 

provided by the ethical review board of The Netherlands Association for Medical Education 

(NVMO-ERB). The principal investigator in this study is a member of this ethical review board. 

Our study does not belong to the domain of what this ethical review board gives feedback on. 

12. Do you have further questions? 

If you have any further questions or require more information before, during or after the study 

or have complaints about the study, please contact the principal investigator (in the document 

for the participants, name and e-mail address was provided here) 

13. Giving the informed consent 

If you have sufficient information and time to consider participation and do decide to participate 

in this study please say so at the beginning of the interview when asked by the interviewer. This 

will be recorded and transcribed. 
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Thank you, the research team (in the document for the participants, names and e-mail addresses 

were provided underneath this document).
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Informed consent 

Title study: “the value created by participation within a primary care cancer diagnostics network” 

I have read the information letter for participants. I was able to ask additional questions. My 

questions have been answered sufficiently. I had enough time to decide whether I would like to 

participate. 

I know that participating in this study is completely voluntary. I am aware that I can withdraw 

from the study within 2 (two) weeks after data collection has taken place, after this period it is 

not possible to withdraw from the study. In doing so I do not need to provide justification. 

I know that some people will have access to my data. Those people are mentioned in the 

information letter. I have the rights to see how my data are stored. 

I give permission to use my data in concordance with the aims as described in the information 

letter. 

If there is reason to use the data for another research aim, I will be asked for my permission 

again. 

I give permission to store my raw research data for 10 (ten) years after the end of this study 

(date publication of the results) for further analysis concerning this study (if applicable). 

At the start of the interview, the interviewer will ask you about this. If you want to 

participate in this study, please say your name and that you agree with participating. 
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