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Description of stigma manifestations towards LAPs in Indonesia 

Enacted 

Avoidance2, 8, 22–27, 29, 30, 32, 33, 35, 37, 41, 45, 46, 48  

Rejection in greetings, handshake or physical touch8, 26–28, 30, 37, 41, 52 

Reluctance to talk23, 42, 47 

Absences of invitations to gatherings28, 40–42 

Restriction to participate2 

Negative comment, gossip, or mock22, 23, 28, 30, 31, 33, 44, 48, 51, 53, 55    

Spitting on property and nose was covered26 

Covering nose26 

Starring23 

Rejection to live in the same neighbourhood38 

Expulsion45, 47 

Unfair treatment due to social background43, 53 

Recitation of a specific prayer to reject transmission46 

Rejection to marry or to build romantic partner27–29, 34, 40, 44, 46 

Acceptance and giving suggestion to divorce33, 40 

Prohibition of touching family member32 

Concealment of diagnosis by family members37, 45 

The view as a family disgrace22 

Family rejection even though has been cured34 

Command not to take a bath27 

Utensils, clothes, bed separation45 

Suggestion to leave the house24 

Shortage of job30, 42, 44, 51 

Rejection from job2 

Alienation at work23, 33 

Suspension to work36 

Dismissal from work8, 22 

Refusal to be in the same body of water (e.g. river, water at rice field) 8, 28 

Rejection or hesitation to buy items sold by LAP8, 28, 32, 35, 51 

Hesitation, rejection to help, or delayed treatment from healthcare provider27, 30, 55 

Hurtful comments at school8, 31, 32, 51 

Physical distance33, 37, 44, 45, 47 

Absence of transportation at the residential area where LAP lived28 

Rejection at the market29 

Rejection from public transportation driver and passengers26, 44, 45 

Anticipated 

Fear of avoidance8, 9, 23, 33, 35, 44, 49, 51, 53  

Fear of insults, humiliation, or negative comments2, 8, 9, 23, 40, 49 

Fear people would reject to meet9, 28, 33 

Fear of infecting others24, 30 

Worry people will notice or suspect something wrong9, 33, 44, 45 

Fear if interactions will make people will feel offended26 

Worry the deceased body of LAP would not be buried at the public cemetery29 

Fear family members will afraid of the disease52 

Fear to be excluded by the family and neighbours37, 44, 52 

Worry of being rejected to take care of family9, 33 

Fear romantic partner will leave30 

Fear difficulty to have a romantic partner30 

Internalized 

Feeling ashamed of self8, 22, 23, 27, 28, 31, 33, 37, 48, 54, 55  

Seeing self as an abnormal or different2, 28, 40, 54 

Seeing self as dirty, ugly, disgusting, unclean26, 28, 29, 30, 33 

Seeing self as an eternal-patient, will not be healed or normal2, 8, 26, 29, 32, 49, 50, 53 

Seeing self as a danger for other33 

Feeling no one want to marry28 

Seeing self a poor person and fit to be a beggar50 

Seeing self as a family troublemaker or burden32, 40, 54 

Seeing self as an object of charity2, 28, 40 

Seeing self as having a dangerous disease50 

Seeing a stamp of ‘leprosy’ at self26 

Feeling inferior8, 43 

Feeling people will not be friendly anymore8 

Feeling as a cursed person even after cured34 

Feeling unworthy34 

Feeling will not be able to get a job or work again26, 31 

Feeling people are afraid of self26 
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