
Table S2: Frequencies and proportions (%) of women’s answers to selected questions stratified by five year age group (weighted sample, 

n=1892) 

Question 

Age, n (%)a 

45–49 50–54 55–59 60–64 65–69 70–74 Total 

Have you ever searched for information about 

mammographic screening? 

       

- Yes, some 147 (40.3) 174 (48.3) 149 (46.0) 142 (46.7) 163 (59.1) 125 (47.7) 901 (47.6) 

- Yes, a lot 9 (2.4) 14 (4.0) 16 (5.1) 15 (5.0) 16 (6.0) 19 (7.2) 90 (4.8) 

- No 201 (55.0) 154 (42.6) 139 (42.9) 110 (36.3) 93 (33.8) 100 (38.1) 797 (42.1) 

- Can’t remember/unsure 8 (2.3) 18 (5.1) 20 (6.1) 36 (12.0) 3 (1.1) 19 (7.1) 105 (5.5) 

 

Have you ever heard of the term “overdiagnosis”?        

- Yes 176 (48.3) 187 (51.9) 175 (53.9) 170 (56.1) 136 (49.2) 127 (48.4) 971 (51.3) 

- No 156 (42.6) 138 (38.1) 125 (38.6) 87 (28.5) 112 (40.7) 102 (38.8) 719 (38.0) 

- Unsure 

 

33 (9.1) 36 (9.9) 24 (7.5) 47 (15.4) 28 (10.1) 34 (12.8) 202 (10.7) 

Choose the definition you think best describes 

“overdiagnosis”b 

       

- [Incorrect] Abnormal findings on a screening 

mammogram, but where additional examination doesn’t 
find breast cancer 

214 (58.7) 222 (61.6) 244 (75.3) 231 (76.2) 190 (69.1) 187 (71.1) 1289 (68.1) 

- [Correct] Breast cancer that would have never been 

detected if a woman hadn’t attended screening 

66 (18.0) 60 (16.5) 40 (12.4) 36 (11.8) 43 (15.5) 36 (13.5) 279 (14.8) 

- Unsure 

 

85 (23.3) 79 (21.9) 40 (12.3) 36 (12.0) 42 (15.4) 41 (15.4) 323 (17.1) 

a Weighted frequencies and proportions were estimated separately. Some totals may not add up to 1892 due to rounding.  

b Question and answers adapted from Hersch J, Barratt A, Jansen J, et al. Use of a decision aid including information on overdetection to support informed choice about breast 
cancer screening: a randomised controlled trial. The Lancet. 2015;385(9978):1642-52. 
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