
Table S1: Missing data per question (unweighted sample after excluding women < 45 and ≥ 75; n = 2020). Questions and answers 
were adapted from published researcha; correct answers are marked with an asterisk where applicable 

Question Response format Missing 
  n (%) 

Sociodemographic   

Which age group do you 
belong to? 
 

- Under 45 
- 45–49  
- 50–54 
- 55–59 
- 60–64 
- 65–69 
- 70–74 
- 75 or older 

 

0 

What is your highest level of 
completed formal education? 
 

- None 
- Elementary school 
- High school 
- University or college, ≤ 4 years 
- University or college, > 4 years 
- Other post-secondary 
- Prefer not to sayb 

 

26 (1.3) 

Where were you born? 
 

- Norway 
- Other 
- Prefer not to sayb 

 

6 (0.3) 

Where in Norway do you live? 
 

- Oslo or Viken 
- Innlandet 
- Agder or Sør-Østlandet 
- Vestlandet 
- Trøndelag 
- Northern Norway 
- Prefer not to sayb 

 

15 (0.7) 

Background    

Have you ever searched for 
information about 
mammographic screening? 

- Yes, a lot 
- Yes, some 
- No 
- Can’t remember/unsure 

 

2 (0.1) 

Where have you searched for 
information about 
mammographic screening? 
(Multiple options can be 
selected) 

- Family doctor/other health personnel 
- Friends and family 
- Cancer Registry of Norway/BreastScreen Norway’s website 
- Other websites 
- Scientific literature 
- Books 
- Newspapers and periodicals 
- Other 

 

0 (0.0) 

Choose the sentence you think 
is correct 

 

- Mammographic screening is having a mammogram when you 
haven’t noticed a lump or other breast cancer symptoms* 

- Mammographic screening is having a mammogram when you have 
noticed a lump or other breast cancer symptoms 
 

3 (0.1) 

Have you ever heard of these 
three terms?c 
- False positive screening 

results 
- Overdiagnosis 
- Overdetection 

 

- Yes 
- No 
- Unsure 

False positives 
21 (1.0) 

 
Overdiagnosis 

21 (1.0) 
Overdetection 

30 (1.5) 
 

Choose the sentence you think 
best describes “false positive 
screening results” 

- Abnormal findings on a screening mammogram, but where 
additional examination doesn’t find breast cancer* 

- Breast cancer that would have never been detected if a woman 
hadn’t attended screening 

- Unsure 
 

 
 
 
 
 

8 (0.4) 
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Graded    
Breast cancer mortality 
benefit  

  

Who do you think has the 
highest chance of dying from 
breast cancer? 

- Women who attend screening for breast cancer/mammographic 
screening 

- Women who do NOT attend screening for breast 
cancer/mammographic screening* 

- Unsure 
 

15 (0.7) 

Can mammographic screening 
detect all breast cancers? 
 

- Yes 
- No* 
- Unsure  

4 (0.2) 

False positive screening 
results 

  

Will all women who have 
abnormal findings on a 
screening mammogram be 
diagnosed with breast cancer? 
 

- Yes 
- No* 
- Unsure  

10 (0.5) 

Overdiagnosis   
Who do you think has the 
highest chance of being 
diagnosed with breast cancer?  

- Women who attend screening for breast cancer/mammographic 
screening* 

- Women who do NOT attend screening for breast 
cancer/mammographic screening 

- Unsure 
 

3 (0.1) 

Cross off the sentences you 
think are trued 

[Correct if not crossed off] All breast cancers will eventually lead to 
sickness and death if they are not diagnosed and treated 

NAd 

 [Correct if not crossed off] Doctors can distinguish harmful breast 
cancer that needs treatment from “nice” breast cancer that doesn’t 
need treatment with certainty 

NAd 

 [Correct if crossed off] Slow growing breast cancers that are treated 
even though they would not have caused sickness exist* 

NAd 

 [Correct if crossed off] Mammographic screening leads to the 
diagnosis of slow growing tumours and unnecessary treatment* 
 

NAd 

Choose the definition you think 
best describes “overdiagnosis” 

- Abnormal findings on a screening mammogram, but where 
additional examination doesn’t find breast cancer 

- Breast cancer that would have never been detected if a woman 
hadn’t attended screening* 

- Unsure 

14 (0.7) 

a Hersch J, Barratt A, Jansen J, et al. Use of a decision aid including information on overdetection to support informed choice about 
breast cancer screening: a randomised controlled trial. The Lancet. 2015;385(9978):1642-52. 
b Interpreted as missing 

c These terms were shown together in a grid, and participants could select a response for each term. 
d These statements were shown together in a grid and women were asked to select the statement if they thought it was correct. If 
the statement was not selected, we interpreted the answer as “false”. As a result, there were no missing data for these quest ions. 
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