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Interview Schedule for GPs 

 

Opening section 

Hello, nice to meet you today. Thank you for participating today’s interview. 

This interview is to find out your views on prescribing antihypertensive drugs, in particular 

ACEIs/ARBs; and your perceptions about prescribing indicators, such as the BCBV; and 

how prescribing indicators or other factors influence on your prescribing decisions. 

Confidentiality is ensured at all time, and quotes used from this interview are anonymised 

and totally secured. The interview will be audio-recorded with your permission. The audio-

recordings will be destroyed after keeping them secure for a maximum of seven years after 

completing the study. 

Do you have any questions before this interview starts? 

Could you please sign up the consent from before we start the interview?  

<Researcher to give consent to the participant> 

Thank you.  

<Researcher to switch on audial recorder> 

 

 

Semi-structured interview questions 

1. Prescriptions of antihypertensive medication 

• Can you tell me about your experience in prescribing antihypertensive drugs? 

Prompt: 

‒ What do you consider when you are making prescribing decisions of 

antihypertensive drugs?  

▪ Such as efficacy, safety, cost, patient choice 

▪ Of those factors, which are the most crucial or important from your points of 

view? 

 

2. Prescribing of ACEIs and ARBs 

• What are your views about renin-angiotensin systems (RAS) drugs prescribing, such 

as ACEIs/ARBs? 

Prompt: 

‒ What do you consider when you are making prescribing decisions of 

antihypertensive drugs? 

▪ Such as efficacy, safety, and cost 

▪ Of those factors, which are the most crucial or important from your points of 

view? 
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• How will you usually initiate the prescribing of ACEIs/ARBs? 

Prompt: 

‒ Have you ever initiated a patient’s treatment with ARBs? 

▪ If yes, could you please tell me more about the situation (why, how often?) 

▪ If not, could you tell me why? 

 

• I am also interested in the switching of anti-hypertension drugs. What is your view on 

switching patients’ prescriptions from ACEIs to ARBs? 

Prompt: 

‒ In what situation would you switch patients’ prescriptions from ACEIs to ARBs? 

▪ Could you please tell me more about it (when, why and how often)? 

▪ If it never happened, could you please tell me why? 

 

‒ In what situation would you switch patients’ prescriptions from ARBs to ACEIs? 

▪ Could you please tell me more about it (when, why and how often)? 

▪ How do you feel about patients’ responses to the switching? Can you share 
with me some examples of how do you manage patients’ responses in 
general? 

▪ If it never happened, could you please tell me why? 

 

3. Factors affecting prescribing behaviours 

• In addition to the factors that you have mentioned (such as: <summarize the 

interviewee’s opinion>), what other factors you might consider when you prescribe 

ACEIs and ARBs? 

Prompt: 

‒ What about the national and local guidelines, or prescribing indicators?  

‒ Is there any other financial or pharmaceutical promotion factor? 

 

4. Effects of prescribing indicators 

• What are your views on prescribing indicators in general? 

• What are your views on the BCBV indicators? (<explain to participants the four 

BCBV indicators if they never heard about the BCBV>) 

Prompt: 

‒ How do you consider the BCBV indicators in your routinely prescribing? Why 

(<explore motivation and barriers>)? 

• What are your views on the BCBV prescribing indicator for ACEIs/ARBs? (<explain 

to participants the ACEIs/ARBs indicators and the 80% target if they never 

heard about the BCBV>) 

Prompt: 

‒ What are your views on the policy proposed target of 80% ACEIs? 
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‒ How does it affect your prescribing decisions of ACEIs/ARBs? (Such as 

prescribing ACEIs more than ARBs as first choice or switching from ARBs to 

ACEIs) 

 

5. Factors associated with policy implementation 

• How do think about the implementation of prescribing indicators to improve 

appropriateness of prescribing? 

Prompt: 

‒ What do you think are the most efficient strategy to ensure optimal prescribing? 

(Such as financial incentives, regulations for licensing, recommendations, 

training or encouragement) 

 

 

Closing section 

Now, it’s reaching the end of this interview. Finally, may I ask you some of your basic 

information? <Researcher to fill in demographic sheet> 

 

Thank you. Is there anything else you would like to talk about? Or anything you would like to 

go back to? <Researcher to switch off the audio recorder> 

 

I would like to thank you for your time, it’s highly appreciated. This interview has been 

absolutely valuable to my research. If you want a copy of the interview transcript, it can be 

sent to you and if you wish, a summary of the findings can also be sent to you as well after 

completion of the study. Meanwhile, please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 

inquiries or questions. 

 

Thank you. Good bye! 
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