
Supplementary file 1: Search strategy 

We have worked and will continue to work with a gerontology librarian at the university to refine 
the search strategy to ensure key articles are captured. Here is the plan.  

We will apply the 3-step approach as outlined in the Joanna Briggs Institute Scoping Review 
Guideline. 

Step 1: The initial search included two online databases relevant to the topic: MEDLINE & 
CINAHL  

An example of the search in MEDLINE 

# Searches  Results  

S1 dementia or Alzheimer  239,940 

S2 (community or communities) OR (city or cities) OR (neighborhood or 
neighbourhood) OR (environment)  

1,990,144 

S3 Friendly or capable or inclusive or inclusion 546,629 
S4 S1 AND S2 AND S3 1,029 

 
This initial search is then followed by an analysis of the text words contained in the title and 
abstract of retrieved papers, and of the index terms used to describe the articles. 
 
Step 2: A second search using all identified keywords and index terms will then be undertaken 
across all selected databases: MEDLINE, CINAHL, Ageline, PsycINFO, Web of Science, and 
ProQuest-Thesis and Dissertation. 
 
2a) Search terms and their combinations in step 2 
 

Dementia-friendly terms  Community terms  Social inclusion terms 
Dementia-friendly  
Dementia friendly  
Dementia-inclusive  
Dementia inclusive  
Dementia-capable  
Dementia capable  
Dementia positive  
 

Community 
communities 
City 
Cities  
Neighborhood 
Neighbourhood  
Environment  
Social environment  
Built environment  
Environmental design  

Social inclusion  
Social inclusive  
Social connection  
social participation  
 

 
2b) Google will be used to search grey literature (i.e., organizational reports, newsletters, and 
other articles not indexed in a library database. For the Google search, we will perform phrase 
using the following terms 
• (“dementia-friendly” OR “dementia friendly” OR “dementia-inclusive” OR “dementia inclusive” 
OR “dementia-capable” OR “dementia capable”)   
 
Step 3: The resulting reference list of all identified reports and articles will be searched for 
additional studies. Google Scholar will be used to find published articles, organizational reports 
and related articles. 
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