
Appendix 1: Search strategy 

The INSUM database of systematic reviews on effects of preventive interventions and 

treatment for bettering child and adolescent mental health, as well as interventions used by 

child services. INSUM is part of the mandate of The Regional Centre for Child and 

Adolescent Mental Health to dissemination of research (12). 

  

INSUM indexes systematic reviews and guidelines found in: 

• Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 

• Campbell Library 

• PsycINFO 

• MEDLINE 

• Embase 

• Web of Science 

• Database of Abstracts of Reviews of Effects (DARE) 

• Evidence Based Mental Health 

 

The following is an example search in the MEDLINE database. Full search strategy is 

available if needed. 

 

Ovid MEDLINE(R) Epub Ahead of Print, In-Process & Other Non-Indexed Citations, 

Ovid MEDLINE(R) Daily and Ovid MEDLINE(R) <1946 to august 2018> 

#  Searches Results 

1  exp Adolescent/ or exp Child/ or exp Infant/  3178148  
   

2  (child* or kid or kids* or minors* or juvenil* or adoles* or youth* or 

youngster* or teen* or preteen* or midteen* or pubert* or prepube* or 

pubescen* or school* or kindergar* or preschool* or highschool* or boy 

or boys* or boyfriend* or boyhood* or girl* or under 18* or under 

eighteen* or underag* or under-ag* or pediatr* or paediatr* or peadiatr* 

or infan* or newborn* or new-born* or neonat* or perinat* or preterm* or 

prematur* or postmatur* or baby* or babies* or toddler*).ti,ab,hw,kf,jw.  

4279016  
   

3  or/1-2  4279016  
   

4  systematic$ review$.ti,ab.  100723  
   

5  exp meta-analysis as topic/  15512  
   

6  meta-analytic$.ti,ab.  5141  
   

7  meta-analysis.ti,ab,pt.  112774  
   

8  metanalysis.ti,ab.  154  
   

9  metaanalysis.ti,ab.  1352  
   

10  meta analysis.ti,ab.  91252  
   

11  meta-synthesis.ti,ab.  506  
   

12  metasynthesis.ti,ab.  213  
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13  meta synthesis.ti,ab.  506  
   

14  meta-regression.ti,ab.  4398  
   

15  metaregression.ti,ab.  429  
   

16  meta regression.ti,ab.  4398  
   

17  (synthes$ adj3 literature).ti,ab.  2146  
   

18  (synthes$ adj3 evidence).ti,ab.  6322  
   

19  integrative review.ti,ab.  1641  
   

20  data synthesis.ti,ab.  8987  
   

21  (research synthesis or narrative synthesis).ti,ab.  1520  
   

22  (systematic study or systematic studies).ti,ab.  9628  
   

23  (systematic comparison$ or systematic overview$).ti,ab.  2541  
   

24  evidence based review.ti,ab.  1661  
   

25  comprehensive review.ti,ab.  10160  
   

26  critical review.ti,ab.  13173  
   

27  quantitative review.ti,ab.  566  
   

28  structured review.ti,ab.  632  
   

29  realist review.ti,ab.  155  
   

30  realist synthesis.ti,ab.  112  
   

31  or/4-30  232129  
   

32  review.pt.  2230676  
   

33  medline.ab.  82067  
   

34  pubmed.ab.  63180  
   

35  cochrane.ab.  50597  
   

36  embase.ab.  52595  
   

37  cinahl.ab.  16818  
   

38  psyc?lit.ab.  903  
   

39  psyc?info.ab.  16271  
   

40  (literature adj3 search$).ab.  40174  
   

41  (database$ adj3 search$).ab.  38518  
   

42  (bibliographic adj3 search$).ab.  1770  
   

43  (electronic adj3 search$).ab.  14362  
   

44  (electronic adj3 database$).ab.  17975  
   

45  (computeri?ed adj3 search$).ab.  3131  
   

46  (internet adj3 search$).ab.  2405  
   

47  included studies.ab.  13199  
   

48  (inclusion adj3 studies).ab.  10588  
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49  inclusion criteria.ab.  56136  
   

50  selection criteria.ab.  25095  
   

51  predefined criteria.ab.  1510  
   

52  predetermined criteria.ab.  881  
   

53  (assess$ adj3 (quality or validity)).ab.  56992  
   

54  (select$ adj3 (study or studies)).ab.  50363  
   

55  (data adj3 extract$).ab.  42374  
   

56  extracted data.ab.  9866  
   

57  (data adj2 abstracted).ab.  4147  
   

58  (data adj3 abstraction).ab.  1205  
   

59  published intervention$.ab.  140  
   

60  ((study or studies) adj2 evaluat$).ab.  142151  
   

61  (intervention$ adj2 evaluat$).ab.  8350  
   

62  confidence interval$.ab.  307915  
   

63  heterogeneity.ab.  122978  
   

64  pooled.ab.  63801  
   

65  pooling.ab.  9655  
   

66  odds ratio$.ab.  201657  
   

67  (Jadad or coding).ab.  148254  
   

68  or/33-67  1082168  
   

69  32 and 68  174305  
   

70  review.ti.  346986  
   

71  70 and 68  83178  
   

72  (review$ adj4 (papers or trials or studies or evidence or intervention$ or 

evaluation$)).ti,ab.  

139624  
   

73  31 or 69 or 71 or 72  407365  
   

74  letter.pt.  954482  
   

75  editorial.pt.  426655  
   

76  comment.pt.  680538  
   

77  or/74-76  1550626  
   

78  73 not 77  397465  
   

79  exp animals/ not humans/  4325741  
   

80  78 not 79  386462  
   

81  exp "psychiatry and psychology (non mesh)"/ or exp Child Abuse/ or exp 

child welfare/ or exp foster home care/ or exp infant welfare/ or exp 

Schools, Nursery/ or exp Substance-Related Disorders/  

3958711  
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82  (mental* or psych* or internali*ing* or externali*ing* or anxi* or 

depress* or ocd or obsessive* or tourette* or mutism* or autis* or 

asperger* or (child* adj3 (abuse* or neglect* or welfare* or protect*)) or 

maltreat* or (foster* adj3 (care* or home* or child*)) or (sexual* adj3 

abuse*) or ptsd or post-traumatic* or resilien* or cbt or ((cognitiv* or 

behavi*) adj3 (therap* or treatment*)) or (family* adj2 therap*) or suicid* 

or selfharm* or self-harm* or eating disorder* or anorexi* or bulimi* or 

kindergar* or (child* adj3 (daycare* or day care*)) or nursery school* or 

attachment* or ((conduct* or defian* or behavio* or development* or 

learning* or affect*) adj3 disorder*) or adhd* or attention-deficit* or 

hyperactiv* or bipolar* or schizophreni* or bullying* or emotion* or 

coping* or (behavio* adj3 adjust*) or stress* or grief* or bereav* or 

alcohol* or abuse* or addict* or ((drug* or substance*) adj3 (use* or 

usage* or dependen* or disorder*)) or (underage* adj3 drink*)).tw.  

2592350  
   

83  or/81-82  5230382  
   

84  exp therapeutics/ or exp psychiatric somatic therapies/ or exp 

psychological techniques/ or exp psychotherapy/ or exp "chemicals and 

drugs (non mesh)"/ or exp "pharmacological actions (non mesh)"/  

14918303  
   

85  (intervention* or strategy or strategies or therap* or psychotherap* or 

treatment* or training* or approach* or technique* or program* or drug* 

or pharma*).tw.  

8675089  
   

86  (diet therapy or drug therapy or prevention control or radiotherapy or 

rehabilitation or therapy).fs.  

4678870  
   

87  or/84-86  18667985  
   

88  3 and 80 and 83 and 87  23332  
   

89  "cochrane database of systematic reviews".jn.  12974  
   

90  88 not 89  22095  
   

91  limit 90 to (danish or english or multilingual or norwegian or swedish)  20979  
   

92  (201503* or 201504* or 201505* or 201506* or 201507* or 201508* or 

201509* or 201510* or 201511* or 201512* or 2016* or 2017*).dc.  

2546263  
   

93  91 and 92  4068  
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