
Interview guide objectives: This interview guide is for people who we think might 

be community experts at avoiding gun violence. Objectives are to identify 

[hidden/unexpected] assets in the community, which have lessened or mitigated 

the impact of gun violence. 

 

Intro: Thank you so much for talking with me today. As you know, we’re interested in 

learning how community members can work together to lessen the impacts of gun 

violence. The goal of this work is to find ways that community members could lead (as 

opposed to city leaders or police) to lessen the impact of gun violence in our 

community. So I have a few questions for you so I can better understand your 

experiences in New Haven and get your thoughts about how we might lessen gun 

violence in the community. 

 

Everything you tell me will be kept confidential and will not be linked to you in any way. 

Of course, if you have any questions for me as we go through, if anything is unclear, or 

if you would prefer to skip a question, please don’t hesitate to stop me at any point. If it’s 

alright with you, I would like to record our conversation so I can better remember all the 

important information you tell me. The recording won’t be shared with anyone else and 

won’t be linked to you. But it will help me stay engaged in our conversation instead of 

trying to write everything down that you say. I can stop the recording at any time you’d 

like but will plan to do so after we have gone through the interview questions. 

 

Any questions before we begin?  

 

Individual Sociodemographic Factors  

 

To start, I’m going to ask you a little bit about yourself.  

 

1. How old are you? 

2. What is your race? (check one or more) 

• White 

• Black or African Am. 

• American Indian or Alaska Native 

• Asian Indian 

• Chinese 

• Filipino 

• Japanese 

• Korean 

• Vietnamese 

• Other Asian 
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• Native Hawaiian 

• Guamanian or Chamorro 

• Samoan 

• Other Pacific Islander 

• Multi-racial 

3. Are you of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin? (check one) 

• No, not of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin 

• Yes, Mexican, Mexican Am., Chicano 

• Yes, Puerto Rican 

• Yes, Cuban 

• Yes, another Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin 

4. What is your gender? 

5. Where were you born? 

5a. Did you grow up in a place that is different from where you were born? 

5b. If yes: where? 

6. How long have you lived in New Haven? 

6a. What neighborhood do you live in? What are the cross streets? 

6b. How long have you lived there? 

7. Where else have you lived? 

8. How many times have you moved in the last five years? 

8a. If yes: Can you tell me the different place(s) you have lived in the last five years? 

8b. If yes: Where did you most recently move from? 

9. Are you currently enrolled in school? 

10. What is the highest level of school or degree you have completed? 

11. Where is/was your high school located? 

 

The next group of questions are about your family and living arrangements. 

 

12. Are you married? 

12a. If no: are you in a long-term relationship? [if NO-skip to question 13] 

 12b. If yes, how long have you been in this relationship? 

13. Do you have any children? [If NO-skip to question 14] 

 13a. If yes, how many? 

 13b. What are their ages? 

 13c. Do they live with you? 

 13d. Do you pay child support? 

 13e. How often do you see your children? 

14. Who [else] do you live with? 

15. Are you a caregiver for anybody else? For example, do you help to take care of a 

parent or grandparent? 
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The last group of questions are about work and education. 

 

16. Are you currently working? 

If yes: 

 16a. Can you tell me a little bit about your job? 

 16b. Is this job part time or full time? 

 16c. How long have you been at your current job? 

If no: 

 16d. How long have you been out of work? 

17. Have you ever served in the military? 

 

If referral (not seed): 

18. Have you ever been arrested? 

 18a. If yes, how many times have you been arrested? 

 18b. When was your most recent arrest? 

 

Narrative Questions Related to Gun Violence and Victimization 

 

Now I’d like to switch gears and talk to you about gun violence in New Haven. There 

have been several initiatives aimed at reducing gun violence in New Haven, led by 

the mayor’s office, New Haven police, or city hall. As I said before, the purpose of 

this discussion is to identify strategies that might work for community members 

to lessen the impacts of gun violence, so we are hoping to better understand why 

people do and don’t get involved in gun violence. 

 

1. Why do you think some folks get involved in gun violence? 

2. Describe a particular situation when you think that a person is at high risk of getting 

involved in gun violence? 

3. Why do you think some folks do NOT get involved in gun violence? 

 

Gun Violence Exposure Questions 

 

The next set of questions is about your personal experience with gun violence.  

 

1. Have any of your family members been hurt by gun violence? 

2. Have any of your close friends been hurt by gun violence? 

3. Have you ever seen or been present when someone was shot? 

If yes: Did you know the person or people who got shot? What was your 

relationship to this person? 
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5. Have you been shot (or shot at) before?  

6. Have you ever carried a gun on your person outside your house? Why; why not? 

7. How have you avoided getting involved in gun violence? 

a. What people were most influential in your life? 

i. Are there specific people you feel helped you avoid getting involved in 

violence? 

ii. (if not a family member) How and when did you meet them?  

iii. When in your life were these people most influential? 

b. What organizations were most influential in your life? 

i. Are there specific organizations you think kept you from getting 

involved in violence? 

ii. When in your life were these organizations most influential? 

c. Are there any other people, places or factors you think influenced your 

decisions to avoid being involved in gun violence? 

i. When in your life were these things most influential? 

d. Ask specifically about other types of organizations or institutions that have not 

been mentioned but are common, e.g., school, church, sports, arts/music, 

clubs, YMCA, health centers  

8. Think about the last shooting in your neighborhood that you remember: How did 

people in your neighborhood respond (what do people do)? 

 

 

END RECORDING 

 

That is the end of the interview and discussion, but I have a few more quick survey 

questions to get more information about you, your friends, your neighborhood, and 

organizations that you may use. I can read the questions to you or you can read 

them on your own and select answers on this iPad. Do you have a preference? 

 

Views of Institutions/Legitimacy  

 
The next set of questions are related to how you feel about law enforcement and 
institutions such as the police. 

As I read the following statements, please tell me how much you agree or disagree. 

1. How about “I feel that I should accept the decisions made by legal authorities?” 
• Agree strongly 
• Agree somewhat 
• Disagree somewhat 
• Disagree strongly 
• Don’t know 
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• Refused 
 

2. How about, “People should obey the law even if it goes against what they think is 
right” 

• Agree strongly 
• Agree somewhat 
• Disagree somewhat 
• Disagree strongly 
• Don’t know 
• Refused 

 
3. “People in power use the law to try and control people like me” 
• Agree strongly 
• Agree somewhat 
• Disagree somewhat 
• Disagree strongly 
• Don’t know 
• Refused 

Our next questions are about the police in New Haven 

On a scale from 0 to 10, how would you rate the police?  The higher the number the 
warmer or more favorable you feel toward the police.  The lower the number, the colder 
or less favorable you feel.  If you feel neither warm nor cold, rate them a 5. 

4. On a scale from 0 to 10, how would you rate the police in the city? 
5. On a scale from 0 to 10, how would you rate the police in your neighborhood 
6. Is there a difference? 

• Yes 
• No 
• Don’t Know 
• Refused 

7. If yes, in what ways?  

As I read each of the following statements, please tell me how much you agree or 
disagree. 

8. How about, “Most police in my neighborhood are dishonest”  
• Agree strongly 
• Agree somewhat 
• Disagree somewhat 
• Disagree strongly 
• Don’t know 
• Refused 

 
9. “Most police in my neighborhood treat some people better than others” 
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• Agree strongly 
• Agree somewhat 
• Disagree somewhat 
• Disagree strongly 
• Don’t know 
• Refused 

 
10.  “Most police in my neighborhood do their job well” 
• Agree strongly 
• Agree somewhat 
• Disagree somewhat 
• Disagree strongly 
• Don’t know 
• Refused 

 
11.  “Most police in my neighborhood treat people with respect” 
• Agree strongly 
• Agree somewhat 
• Disagree somewhat 
• Disagree strongly 
• Don’t know 
• Refused 

 

Resilience and Coping 

 

This set of questions is about how you usually handle difficult or challenging situations. 

Consider how well the following statements describe your behavior and actions on a 

scale from 1 to 5, where 1 means the statement does not describe you at all and 5 

means it describes you very well: 

1. I look for creative ways to alter difficult situations. 

2. Regardless of what happens to me, I believe I can control my reaction to it.  

3. I believe I can grow in positive ways by dealing with difficult situations. 

4. I actively look for ways to replace the losses I encounter in life. 

 

Neighborhood Perceptions of Safety 

 

For each of these statements, think about the neighborhood you live in and please tell 

me whether you strongly agree, agree, disagree or strongly disagree: 

1. This is a close-knit neighborhood 

2. People around here are willing to help their neighbors 

3. People in this neighborhood do not share the same values 

4. People in this neighborhood can be trusted 
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Civic Engagement  

 

Now I am going to ask you some questions about involvement in your community.  

 

1. In the past year, how often have you attended a meeting for a local board, council, or 

organization that deals with any community problems? Would you say (Never/Once/2-3 

times/About once a month/More than once a month) 

2. In the past year, have you served in a voluntary capacity on any local board, council, 

or organization that deals with community problems? (Yes/No) 

2a. If yes: Has the issue of gunshot violence been discussed by the 

board/council/organization in the past year? 

3. In the past year, have you gotten together informally with or worked with others in 

your community or neighborhood to try to deal with some community issues or 

problems? (Yes/No) 

4. How important do you consider voting to be? Would you say (Very 

important/Somewhat important/Not very important) 

 

Organizational and Institutional Assets 

 

1. Can you name any services (organizations, groups, institutions) in New Haven that 
work to prevent gun violence or deal with the effects of gun violence? 

2. Have you used any of these services? 
 

 

Ego-Network  Questions 

 

Next I want to ask you some questions about the people you interact with. This 

information will help to better understand the social support system of local residents. 

Please understand that I’m not interested in the full names of the people you interact 

with, so please just provide their first name or their nickname. For each question, list up 

to five names. 

 

1. From time to time, most people discuss important matters with other people. 

Looking back over the last six months – who are the people with whom you 

discussed matters important to you? 

2. If someone in your neighborhood threatened you, who would you call? 

3. Who would you call if you needed to get bailed out of jail? 

 

For each person listed above, could you tell me: 
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• What is their age? 

• What is their race? 

• What is their gender? 

• Where do they live? Please note that we are not interested in exact addresses. 

• How did you meet them? 

• How long have you known them? 

• Do they live in this neighborhood? 

• How many times have you seen in past 6 months? 

 

Lastly, we want to get an idea of how connected various people within your social 

network are to each other. Please think about the relationship between the people you 

just mentioned. Some of them may be total strangers in the sense that they wouldn't 

recognize each other if they bumped into each other on the street. Others may be 

especially close, as close or closer to each other as they are to you. 

 

First, think about [NAME 1] and [NAME 2], your options include: strangers; not 

strangers but not close; and close. 

 

 

Referral generation for sampling 

 

We’re also interested in talking to other folks like yourself who may have experience 

with gun violence. We will give you [5] referral cards with our contact information. If you 

can think of anybody that might be interested in taking the survey, we would be grateful 

if you would pass on a referral card and ask them to reach out to us. Anybody that takes 

the survey based on your referral will be paid $50 and you will be rewarded with an 

additional $15 

 

We will contact you again regarding payment only if one of your referrals participates in 

an interview. 
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