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APPENDIX 

APPENDIX A: LITERATURE SEARCH 

MEDLINE 

Database: Ovid MEDLINE(R) In-Process & Other Non-Indexed Citations and Ovid 
MEDLINE(R) <1946 to Present> Search Strategy: 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
1     (IPD adj3 (NMA or NMAs or MTC or MTCs or MAIC or MAICs)).tw. 
2     (individual patient* adj3 (data or evidence)).tw. 
3     (individual participant* adj3 (data or evidence)).tw. 
4     IPD.tw. 
5     (disaggregat* adj3 data).tw. 
6     or/2-5 
7     ((network* or network-based) adj3 (meta-analy* or metanaly* or metaanaly* or met 
analy*)).tw. 
8     ((network* or network-based) adj (MA or MAs)).tw. 
9     ((MTC or MTCs) adj3 (meta-analy* or metanaly* or metaanaly* or met analy*)).tw. 
10     ((mixed treatment* or multiple treatment*) adj3 (compar* or meta-analy* or 
metanaly* or metaanaly* or met analy*)).tw. 
11     ((indirect* or mixed) adj2 compar*).tw. 
12     (NMA or NMAs or MTC or MTCs or MAIC or MAICs).tw. 
13     or/7-12 
14     6 and 13 
15     1 or 14 
16     (comment or editorial or interview or letter or news).pt. 
17     15 not 16 
18     exp Animals/ not (exp Animals/ and Humans/) 
19     17 not 18 
 
*************************** 
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APPENDIX B: ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

Level 1 screening 

1. Does this paper report on a method or application/review of IPD-NMA of an 

intervention? 

YES____ 

NO____ 

UNCLEAR____  

 

2.  Is the study related to health as defined by the WHO (i.e., philosophy, health, 

education)? 

YES____ 

NO____ 

UNCLEAR____  

If you answer NO to any of these questions, the citation/study will be excluded. All other 

citations will be included. 

Level 2 screening 

1. Does this paper report on a method or application/review of IPD-NMA of an 

intervention? 

YES____ 

NO____ 

UNCLEAR____  

2. Does this paper report on more than 2 interventions? 

YES____ 

NO____ 

UNCLEAR____  

3.  Is the study related to health (i.e., philosophy, health, education)? 

YES____ 

NO____ 

UNCLEAR____  

If you answer NO to any of these questions, the citation will be excluded. All other full-text 

articles will be included. 
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APPENDIX C: DATA ABSTRACTION FORM 

General Study Characteristics 

1. First author 
2. Number of authors 
3. Year of publication 
4. Journal and type of journal (i.e., general or specialty ) 
5. Country 
6. Discipline 
7. Setting (e.g. hospital, multi-center, medical center) 
8. Sponsorship and funding source 
9. Type of article (i.e. methodological, applications, reviews) 
10. Empirical or simulation study type 
11. Key article or article complementary to a previously suggested method 
 

Methodological papers: Characteristics of the IPD-NMA methods 

1. General description of methods (e.g. one/two-step method) 
2. Specific steps to conduct the IPD-NMA method 
3. Type of data that can be synthesized (both AD and IPD, or IPD alone). 
4. Outcome data type (e.g. dichotomous, continuous) 
5. Study design that the methodology is applicable to (only if this is clearly mentioned in 

the text) 
6. Framework and software the method was implemented (e.g. Bayesian-WinBUGS) 
7. Was the model validated? If so, how? How good was the performance of the model? 
8. Statistics used (e.g. goodness-of-fit) to compare different models 
 

Application papers: Characteristics of the IPD-NMA applications 

1. Existence of protocol for the IPD project 
2. Process to identify relevant studies (e.g. literature review, collaborative group) 
3. Methods used to contact the original authors of relevant studies for IPD-NMA (e.g. e-

mail, letter, phone) 
4. Proportion of studies provided IPD 
5. Study design of the included studies (e.g. RCTs, observational) 
6. Type of studies (e.g. two-arm, three-arm studies) 
7. Number of trials included in the network 
8. Range of the number of trials included in the comparisons involved in the network 
9. Number of treatments in the network 
10. Number of patients in the network 
11. Range of the number of patients included in the comparisons involved in the network 
12. Condition of patients at baseline (e.g. which was the disease, were they healthy) 
13. Outcome data type 
14. Effect measure used 
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15. Outcomes of interest and number of outcomes 
16. Type of the included treatment comparisons (i.e. pharmacological vs. placebo/control, 

pharmacological vs. pharmacological, pharmacological vs. any type) 
17. Type of reference treatment was used (e.g. placebo, control, active) 
18. Type of the outcome assessed (i.e. subjective, objective, all-cause mortality) 
19. Methods and models used to estimate the treatment effects (e.g. one/two-step method, 

fixed/random-effects model) 
20. Methods used to assess the required NMA assumptions  
21. Assumptions for the IPD-NMA that were evaluated (e.g. consistency, homogeneity) 
22. Methods used to rank the treatment efficacy 
23. Clustering of patients within studies (e.g. ignored lumping all comparison data 

together) 
24. Reasons for doing an IPD-NMA 
25. Approaches to reporting of summary estimates (e.g. figures, tables, matrices, forest 

plots, text) 
26. Statistical techniques employed for missing data 
 

Review papers: Characteristics of the IPD-NMA reviews 

1. Existence of protocol for the IPD project 
2. Process to identify relevant studies (e.g. literature review, collaborative group) 
3. Study design of the included studies (e.g. RCTs, observational) 
4. Is the study overview or intervention review? 

- Overview of reviews: The synthesis of evidence from multiple systematic reviews of 
different interventions relevant to a single health problem 

- Intervention review: The synthesis of evidence from multiple primary studies that 
compare two or more interventions relevant to a single health problem 

5. If the review assesses the quality of IPD-NMA, we will abstract: 
a. The tool that was used 
b. The criterions that were assessed 

 


