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Supplementary Figure 1: Distribution of difference in years between reported and actual age disparity in conjugal 

relationships, stratified by sex of respondent and relationship type 

 

 



 

 

Supplementary Figure 2: Age-heaping in reported and actual ages and age disparities  

 
A: Heaping in self-reported age 

 

B: Heaping in relationship age disparities based on each partner’s self-reported age 

 



 

 

 
C: Heaping in relationship age disparities based on respondent’s report of age difference 

 

These figures show the ratio of the number of individuals reporting a given age divided by the mean of the number 

reporting one year older and one year younger, using only the first reported age for each individual (n=7274).  

Whipple’s index of heaping on 5 and 10 year intervals is the sum of all reports of ages (or differences) ending in 5 or 0, 

divided by the number of reports, multiplied by 500. A value of 100 therefore indicates no heaping, while a value of 500 

indicates perfect heaping. 

Whipple’s index was 95.6 for self-reported age, and 94.9 for age disparities based on each partner’s self-reported age. In 

contrast, Whipple’s index for reported age disparities indicated a more substantial degree of heaping (142.6). The United 

Nations used a convenience categorization of national Whipple’s Index values for census age data into five groups: under 

105 (highly accurate); 105-110 (fairly accurate); 110-125 (approximate); 125-175 (rough) and >175 (very rough).42  

 

  

 

 


