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Table A: Weight of evidence judgements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Studies rated low for both reliability and usefulness were not incorporated into the synthesis. 

  

 Study Weight of evidence* 

Reliability of findings Usefulness of findings 

Low Medium High Low Medium High 

*ex1 Bhugra and Bhui (2003)       

w1 Billings et al. (2008)       

w2 Bramham (2003)       

w3 Cockburn and Clarke (2002)       

w4 Curtis (2008)       

w5 Daley et al. (2008)       

w6 Flintoff and Scraton (2001)       

w7 Frost (2001)       

w8 Gorely et al. (2003)       

w9 Griffiths and Page (2008)       

w10 Grogan et al. (2009)       

w11 Grogan and Richards (2002)       

w12 Health Experience Research Group 
(2010) 

      

w13 Hester et al. (2009b)       

w14 Holt et al (2005)       

*ex2 Inchley et al (2008)       

*ex3 Jackson and Harris (2007)       

*ex4 Kaplan-Myrth (2000)       

w15 Krayer et al. (2008)       

w16 Kurtz and Thornes (2000)       

w17 Lloyd and Dittmar (1997)       

w18 Lucas and Lloyd (1999)       

w19 Ludvigsen and Sharma (2004)       

*ex5 McAlister and Neill (2007)       

w20 Mulvihill et al. (2000b)       

w21 Owen et al. (2009)       

w22 Percy-Smith (2007)       

*ex6 Reid (2009)       

w23 Reid and Hendry (2001)       

w24 Shucksmith and Hendry (1998)       

w25 Velija and Kumar (2009)       

w26 Wallace et al. (2007)       

w27 Willett (2008)       

w28 Wills et al. (2006)       

w29 Wills et al (2008a)       

w30 Wills (2005b)       



Table B Quality of studies of young people’s views: studies meeting each criterion 

Quality appraisal 

question 

Answer options (see Table A for key to study numbers) 

 Not at all/Not stated Minimal steps Several steps A thorough attempt 

1) Were steps taken to 
increase rigour in 
sampling? 

N = 9 

ex1, w3, ex3, w15, w19, ex5, 
w22, ex6, w26 

N = 18 

w2, w4, w5, w6, w7, w8, w9, w10, 
w11, w13, w14, ex2, ex4, w17, 
w18, w25, w27, w30 

N = 5 

W16, w20, w21, w23, w29 

N = 4 

w1, w12, w24, w28 

2) Were steps taken to 
increase rigour in data 
collection? 

N = 3 

ex1, ex4, ex6 

N = 11 

w6, w8, w14, ex2, ex3, w16, w18, 
w21, w22, w27, w30 

N = 17 

w2, w3, w5, w7, w9, w10, w11, w13, 
w15, w17, w19, ex5, w20, w23, w26, 
w28, w29 

N = 5 

w1, w4, w12, w24, w25 

3) Were steps taken to 
increase rigour in data 
analysis? 

N = 16 

ex1, w2, w3, w6, w7, w8, w11, 
ex3, ex4, w16, w19, ex5, w20, 
ex6, w26, w27 

N = 8 

w1, w13, w15, w18, w22, w24, 
w25, w30 

N = 6 

w5, w14, ex2, w21, w23, w28 

N = 6 

w4, w9, w10, w12, w17, 
w29 

4) Were the findings of 
the study grounded 
in/supported by data? 

No grounding 

N = 0 

Limited grounding/support 

N = 7 

ex1, w18, w20, w21, ex6, w26, w29 

Fairly well grounded/ supported  

N = 22 

w2, w3, w6, w7, w8, w11, w13, w14, 
ex2, ex3, ex4, w15, w16, w17, w19, 
ex5, w22, w23, w24, w25, w27, w30 

Good grounding/support 

N = 7 

w1, w4, w5, w9, w10, 
w12, w28 



Quality appraisal 

question 

Answer options (see Table A for key to study numbers) 

5) Breadth and depth of 
findings 

Limited breadth and depth 

N = 13 

ex1, w1, ex3, ex4, w16, w18, 
w19, w21, ex6, w23, w25, w26, 
w30 

Good/fair breadth, limited depth 

N = 7 

w3, ex2, w17, w20, w24, w27, w29 

Good/fair depth, limited breadth 

N = 6 

w8, w10, w14, w15, ex5, w22 

Good breadth and depth 

N = 10 

w2, w4, w5, w6, w7, w9, 
w11, w12, w13, w28 

6) To what extent did 
the study privilege the 
perspectives and 
experiences of young 
people? 

Not at all 

N = 3 

ex1, w7, ex6 

A little 

N = 10 

w6, w8, w10, w14, ex2, ex3, w18, 
w20, w21, w29 

Somewhat 

N = 16 

w1, w2, w3, ex4, w15, w16, w17, 
w19, ex5, w22, w23, w25, w26, w27, 
w28, w30 

A lot 

N = 7 

w4, w5, w9, w11, w12, 
w13, w24 

 


