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SEMI-STRUCTURED INTERVIEW GUIDE 
 
Principal Investigator 
Marie-Anne Durand, MSc, MPhil, PhD 
 
Interviewer 
Shama Alam, MPH 
 
Directions 
The following set of questions and prompts are designed to elicit informative responses 
from participants related to, but not exclusive to, their perceptions, reactions, and overall 
impressions of the Picture Option Grid targeted at women of lower socioeconomic status 
and lower health literacy.  
 
Please provide each participant with a copy of the Picture Option Grid. They should be 
offered enough time to review each and be able to mark them or make notes prior to 
answering these questions.  
 
Ask whether has reviewed information sheet, whether she has any questions? and is 
able to return the consent form in the post. Please reiterate the fact that the interview is 
being audio-recorded in order to analyze the data more precisely and check that 
participant is ok with that.  
 
Introduction  
We are going to talk about the Picture Option Grid - this is a tool that has been created 
to use in the doctor’s visit to talk about available treatment options for early stage breast 
cancer. I have sent you the Picture Option Grid, have you had a chance to look at it? If 
not, please take a few minutes to do so.  
 
1. Looking at the Picture Option Grid, please describe your initial reaction to this 

tool?  
 

2. Does it help you understand the options available? How? 
 

Probe: Is the Picture Option Grid difficult to read and understand?  
 
 

3.         How long did it take you to go through it? 
 
4.  What do you think about the way it looks? Colors? Style of the images? 

 
Probe: Do the pictures make it more or less difficult to understand?  
Probe: How?  

 
5.         What do you think about the Frequently Asked Questions in the Picture Option 

Grid (1-9)? 
 
6.         How are they important to someone with breast cancer? 
   Probe: Are these questions important to you?  
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7.  What could be changed or improved? 
 
8.         Do you think this tool would have been useful to you in helping you think about 
your options when speaking to a doctor? 
 

Probe: Do you think it would change the conversation you have with your 
doctor? And how? 
Probe: Would you prefer to get the tool before your visit so you have a 
chance to look at it before you see your doctor? Or would you prefer to 
see it for the first time at your visit with the doctor? 
Probe: Can you think of a better way of getting the tool? 

 
9.  Would you recommend this tool to other women facing a decision about breast 
cancer surgery? Why? 
 
Do you have any other comments about the Picture Option Grid? Or anything else you 

would like to share? 
 
 
 
	  


