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SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL: ONLINE APPENDICES A-H 

Online Appendix A. Search Strategy: MEDLINE 

1. physician's practice patterns[MeSH] 
2. guideline adherence[MeSH]  
3. practic*[tw]  
4. adheren*[tw]  
5. complian*[tw] 
6. concordanc*[tw] 
7. appl*[tw]  
8. utili*[tw] 
9. implement*[tw] 
10. 1 or 2 or 3 or 4 or 5 or 6 or 7 or 8 or 9 
11. practice guidelines as topic[Mesh] 
12. evidence-based medicine[MeSH] 
13. evidence-based[tw] 
14. guideline*[tw] 
15. protocol*[tw] 
16. 11 or 12 or 13 or 14 or 15 
17. therapeutic uses[MeSH] 
18. drug therapy [MeSH] 
19. pharmacol*[tw] 
20. prescri*[tw] 
21. medicat*[tw] 
22. therap*[tw] 
23. drug*[tw] 
24. prevent*[tw] 
25. manag*[tw] 
26. 17 or 18 or 19 or 20 or 21 or 22 or 23 or 24 or 25 
27. myocardial ischemia[Mesh] 
28. coronary[TIAB] 
29. myocard*[TIAB] 
30. infarction [TIAB] 
31. angina[TIAB] 
32. ischem*[TIAB] 
33. atherosclerosis[tw] 
34. 27 or 28 or 29 or 30 or 31 or 32 or 33 
35. trial[ti] 
36. randomly[tiab] 
37. clinical trials as topic[mesh:noexp] 
38. placebo[tiab] 
39. randomized[tiab] 
40. controlled clinical trial[pt] 
41. randomized controlled trial[pt] 
42. 35 or 36 or 37 or 38 or 39 or 40 or 41 
43. animals[mh] 
44. humans[mh] 
45. 43 not 44 
46. 42 not 45 
47. 10 and 16 and 26 and 34 and 46
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Online Appendix B. Risk of bias summary 
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Online Appendix C. Details of implemented interventions  

Intervention Descriptiona 
Distribution of educational 
materials 

Distribution of published or printed recommendations for clinical care, 
including clinical practice guidelines, audio-visual materials and electronic 
publications. The materials may have been delivered personally or through 
mass mailings. 

Educational meetings Health care providers who have participated in conferences, lectures, 
workshops, or traineeships. 

Educational outreach visits Use of a trained person who met with providers in their practice settings to 
give information with the intent of changing the provider’s practice. The 
information given may have included feedback on the performance of the 
providers. 

Local opinion leaders Use of providers nominated by their colleagues as ‘educationally influential’. 
The investigators must have explicitly stated that their colleagues identified 
the opinion leaders. 

Audit and feedback Any summary of clinical performance of health care over a specified period of 
time. The summary may also have included recommendations for clinical 
action. The information may have been obtained from medical records, 
computerized databases, or observations from patients. 

Reminders Patient or encounter specific information, provided verbally, on paper or on a 
computer screen, which is designed or intended to prompt a health 
professional to recall information. This would usually be encountered through 
their general education; in the medical records or through interactions with 
peers, and so remind them to perform or avoid some action to aid individual 
patient care. Computer aided decision support and drugs dosage are included. 

Revision of professional 
roles 

Also known as “professional substitution”, “boundary encroachment” and 
includes the shifting of roles among health professionals. For example, nurse 
midwives providing obstetrical care; pharmacists providing drug counselling 
that was formerly provided by nurses and physicians; nutritionists providing 
nursing care; physical therapists providing nursing care. Also includes 
expansion of role to include new tasks. 

Clinical multidisciplinary 
teams 

Creation of a new team of health professionals of different disciplines or 
additions of new members to the team who work together to care for patients. 

Continuity of care It includes one or many episodes of care for inpatients or outpatients. It can be 
(1) arrangements for follow-up or (2) case management including 
coordination of assessment, treatment and arrangement for referrals. 

Communication and case 
discussion between distant 
health professionals 
 

For example, telephone links; telemedicine; there is a television/video link 
between specialist and remote nurse practitioners. 

aThe interventions were described according to the taxonomy of the Cochrane Effective Practice and Organization of Care 
Review Group (EPOC). 
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Online Appendix D. Publication bias of primary and secondary outcomes  

D.1. Aspirin/antiplatelet agent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Egger’s test: β0 = 1.89 (-0.57 to 4.35), p = 0.115  

 

D.2. Beta-blocker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Egger’s test: β0 = -0.58 (-2.39 to 1.23), p = 0.115  

 

D.3. Statin/lipid lowering agent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Egger’s test: β0 = 0.14 (-0.77 to 1.05), p = 0.740 
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Online Appendix E. Subgroup analyses of primary and secondary outcomes 

E.1. Subgroup analyses of aspirin/antiplatelet agent 

 

E.2. Subgroup analyses of beta-blocker 

 

 

 

  

Odds	ratio,	95%	CI	

Favors	control	 Favors	intervention	

Favors	control	 Favors	intervention	

Odds	ratio,	95%	CI	

Favors	control	 Favors	intervention	
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 E.3. Subgroup analyses of ACEI/ARB 

 

 

E.4. Subgroup analyses of statin/lipid-lowering agent 

 

 

 

Odds	ratio,	95%	CI	

Odds	ratio,	95%	CI	

Favors	control	 Favors	intervention	

Favors	control	 Favors	intervention	
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E.5. Subgroup analyses of target blood pressure 

 

 

E.6. Subgroup analyses of target LDL-C/cholesterol 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Odds	ratio,	95%	CI	

Odds	ratio,	95%	CI	

Favors	control	 Favors	intervention	

Favors	control	 Favors	intervention	
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Online Appendix F. Sensitivity analysis 

Outcome 

Summary of findings Analysis without adjusting  
for clustering effect 

No.  of 
studies 

No. of 
patients 

OR  
(95% CI) 

I2, 
% 

No. of 
studies 

No. of 
patients 

OR  
(95% CI) 

I2, 
% 

Aspirin/anti-
platelet agent 

10 5589 1.13  
(0.87 to 1.47) 

48 10 7979 1.18  
(0.90 to 1.55) 

66 

Beta-blocker 10 4489 1.13  
(0.93 to 1.37) 

28 10 9845 1.15  
(0.98 to 1.35) 

34 

ACEI/ARB 9 2853 1.04  
(0.88 to 1.23) 

0 9 9511 1.09  
(0.99 to 3.54) 

0 

Statin/lipid-
lowering agent 

12 5238 1.23  
(1.07 to 1.42) 

0 12 13651 1.20  
(1.08 to 1.32) 

0 

Composite 2 460 1.07  
(0.73 to 1.58) 

0 2 1423 1.24  
(0.83 to 1.85) 

67 

Target blood 
pressure 

4 1580 1.46  
(1.11 to 1.93) 

26 4 2336 1.41  
(1.06 to 1.88) 

48 

Target LDL-
C/cholesterol 

6 3194 1.05  
(0.90 to 1.22) 

1 6 7269 1.09  
(0.88 to 1.35) 

54 

Mortality 2 1341 0.78  
(0.48 to 1.27) 

0 2 1629 0.79  
(0.51 to 1.21) 

0 

	

	

 


