
Supplementary data files 

 

Supplementary data Table 1: Values clarification questionnaire 

 

For chemotherapy Against chemotherapy  

It is important to me to have chemotherapy 

even though the risk of the cancer coming 

back is small. 

It is not important to me to have chemotherapy 

because the risk of the cancer coming back is 

small. 

I understand that chemotherapy can affect 

some activities of daily living but I don’t 

think it would bother me that much. 

I understand that chemotherapy can affect some 

activities of daily living and I think it would 

bother me. 

Based on my present condition, having 

chemotherapy is important compared with 

the other things I have to do in my life. 

Based on my present condition, having 

chemotherapy is not important compared with the 

other things I have to do in my life. 

I would like to have chemotherapy, even if 

it not possible to predict whether I will 

gain from it. 

I would not like to have chemotherapy since it is 

not possible to predict whether I will gain from it. 

Having chemotherapy would give me 

peace of mind. 

Having chemotherapy would not give me peace 

of mind. 

I would like to have chemotherapy even 

though it is uncertain whether or not it will 

prolong my life. 

I would not like to have chemotherapy because it 

is uncertain whether or not it will prolong my 

life. 

I am willing to take the risk of having short 

term side-effects in order to have a chance 

to benefit from chemotherapy. 

I am not willing to take the risk of having short 

term side-effects in order to have a chance to 

benefit from chemotherapy. 

I am willing to take the risk of having long 

term side-effects from chemotherapy in 

order to have a chance to benefit from 

chemotherapy. 

I am not willing to take the risk of having long 

term side-effects from chemotherapy in order to 

have a chance to benefit from chemotherapy. 

I would want chemotherapy for my colon 

cancer even though it would involve 

attending hospital every two or three 

weeks for six months. 

I would not want chemotherapy for my colon 

cancer because it would involve attending 

hospital every two or three weeks for six months. 

I would want chemotherapy for my colon 

cancer even though it may involve the 

insertion of a central line. 

I would not want chemotherapy for my colon 

cancer because it involves the insertion of a 

central line. 

 

 

  



Supplementary data: Topic Guide for interviews 

 

 

1) Can you describe what happened at your consultation with [name of oncologist]?  

 

2) What was discussed at this meeting? 

 

3) Did your doctor talk about whether or not you should have further treatment (i.e. 

chemotherapy)? 

 

4) Did your doctor say why you might want to have it?  

 risk of recurrence  

 tumour characteristics   

 

5) Did your doctor say why you might not want to have it? 

 risk of recurrence  

 tumour characteristics  

 side-effects of chemotherapy 

 comorbidity 

 psychosocial factors 

 

6) Did you make a decision about what to do? 

 

7) What factors influenced your decision? 

 

8) Do you think your doctor had a view about whether or not you should have chemotherapy? 

 

9) What do you think about particular pieces of information 

 Usefulness of information given by your doctor in the consultation  

 Usefulness of decision support aid (e.g. graphical representation of the risk of 

recurrence, value added to the consultation by including this) 

 Concerns about the decision support aid (including the uncertainty of the information) 

 Learning about your chances of the cancer coming back 

 

10) How easy did you find it to make a decision about whether or not to have chemotherapy? 

 

11) How do you feel about the decision-process?  

 What did you like/ what was useful 

 What didn’t you like/ what was confusing or unhelpful 

 

12) Did you find that the use of a computer distracted from the consultation? 

 
 

  



Supplementary data Table 2: Values clarification – number of people selecting different 

pros and cons of chemotherapy 

 

Question 
For 

chemotherapy 

Against 

chemotherapy 

Missing 

Inability to predict if I will gain from it 1 10 1 

Small risk of the cancer coming back  3 9 - 

Effect of chemo on daily living 3 9 - 

Uncertain whether it will prolong life 3 8 1 

Willingness to take risk of long term 

harm from chemotherapy   
4 8 

- 

Importance of other things have to do in 

my life 
5 7 

- 

Peace of mind 6 6 - 

Attending hospital every two or three 

weeks for six months 
6 6 

- 

Insertion of a central line 6 6 - 

Willing to take risk of short term harm 

from chemotherapy   
7 5 

- 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


