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Appendix A 

1.1     Are you currently seeing patients as a physician? (SELECT ONE) 

Yes 1 

No 2

1.2      What is your sex? (SELECT ONE) 

Male 1

Female 2

1.3      What is your medical specialty? (SELECT ONE) 

Anesthesiology 1 Otolaryngology 13

Dermatology 2 Pathology 14

Emergency Medicine 3 Pediatrics 15

Family Medicine 4 Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 16

General Surgery 5 Plastic Surgery 17

Internal Medicine 6 Psychiatry 18

Medical Subspecialty 7 Radiology 19

Neurology 8 Radiation-Oncology 20

Neurological Surgery 9 Surgical Subspecialty 21

Obstetrics and Gynecology 10Urology 22

Ophthalmology 11Other 23

Orthopedic Surgery 12  

1.4      What is your age group? (SELECT ONE) 

26-35 years  1

36-45 years 2

46-55 years 3

56-65 years 4

66-75 years 5

>75 years      6
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1.5     Have you received certification in any of the following? (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY) 

Advanced Cardiac Life Support (ACLS) 1

Advanced Life Support in Obstetrics (ALSO) 2

Advanced Trauma Life Support (ATLS) 3

Basic Life Support (BLS) 4

Fundamentals of Critical Care Support (FCCS) 5

International Trauma Life Support (ITLS) 6

Pediatric Advanced Life Support (PALS) 7

None of the above 8

1.6       How many years ago did you complete training (through residency or 
fellowship)? (SELECT ONE) 

0-5 years 1

6-10 years 2

11-20 years 3

21-30 years 4

>30 years 5

1.7      How would you describe your primary practice setting? (SELECT ONE) 

Community Hospital 1

Federally Qualified Health Center 2

Large Academic Hospital 3

Private Practice Clinic 4

Public Health Department 5

Veterans Health Administration Facility 6

Other 7 

For the following questions please rate your agreement with the following 
statements (SELECT ONE) 

1.8      I am confident in my ability to provide emergency care. 

1 2 3 4  5

Strongly disagree Disagree Agree Strongly Agree  Not sure 
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1.9      I am knowledgeable about Good Samaritan laws in North Carolina. 

1 2 3 4  5

Strongly disagree Disagree Agree Strongly Agree  Not sure 

1.10      I believe a physician is morally obligated to intervene in a medical emergency 
even outside routine clinical care. 

1 2 3 4  5

Strongly disagree Disagree Agree Strongly Agree  Not sure 
 
2.1      Since you have been a physician have you ever been present in an emergency 
situation outside of routine clinical care during which you could have rendered 
assistance? 

Yes 1

No 2

IF NO SKIP TO 3.1 

2.2      How many times have you responded to emergencies outside of routine clinical 
care in your career? 

1 1

2 2

3-5 3

6-10 4

>10 5

2.3-2.4 refer to the last time you saw an emergency outside routine care 

2.3      Did you render assistance? Please include any form of intervention such as CPR, 
examining patient, calling for help. (SELECT ONE) 

2.4      What was the setting of the emergency? (SELECT ONE) 
While on an airplane 1

While traveling by motor vehicle 2

While on public transportation (subway, bus, train)  3

While at a shopping center or store 4

While at a performance (sporting event, concert, etc.) 5

Other 6 

Yes 1

No 2
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For the following scenarios indicate the likelihood that you would intervene (including 
providing CPR if necessary) on a scale from 1 (definitely not intervene) to 5 (definitely 
intervene).  Please be sure to read all scenarios carefully. 
 

3.1      You are in line for popcorn at a baseball game and notice a crowd of people 
gather around a man who has collapsed.  A bystander noted his face was ashen and 
sweaty and he was clutching his chest. 
 

1 2 3 4  5

Definitely not 
intervene 

Probably not 
intervene 

Probably 
intervene 

Definitely 
intervene  

Not sure 

 

3.2      You have just watched a movie at the mall with your children when you see a 
friend in the parking lot who appears to be in distress and then falls down while 
bystanders rush towards her. 
 

1 2 3 4  5

Definitely not 
intervene 

Probably not 
intervene 

Probably 
intervene 

Definitely 
intervene  

Not sure 

 

3.3      You are walking along a city street and see a woman who is lying on the ground 
in an alley. She appears to be having difficulty breathing.  There are dozens of people 
walking past this woman. 
 

1 2 3 4  5

Definitely not 
intervene 

Probably not 
intervene 

Probably 
intervene 

Definitely 
intervene  

Not sure 

 

3.4      You are reading a magazine on a transcontinental flight when there is an 
overhead announcement.  A middle aged man has collapsed and is unconscious.  
There is no other physician aboard the plane. 
 

1 2 3 4  5

Definitely not 
intervene 

Probably not 
intervene 

Probably 
intervene 

Definitely 
intervene  

Not sure 

 

3.5      You are speaking to your daughter about the movie you have just seen as you 
walk towards your car in the parking lot of the mall.  A woman who you recognize 
from your neighborhood has fallen down and several people are gathered around her. 
 

1 2 3 4  5

Definitely not 
intervene 

Probably not 
intervene 

Probably 
intervene 

Definitely 
intervene  

Not sure 
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3.6      While buying an ice cream cone at a baseball game you notice a woman nearby 
grasping at her neck and making choking sounds.  Before she collapses she opens her 
purse which falls to the ground revealing a neon yellow syringe. 
 

1 2 3 4  5

Definitely not 
intervene 

Probably not 
intervene 

Probably 
intervene 

Definitely 
intervene  

Not sure 

 

3.7      While driving on the weekend you notice two cars have collided and are parked 
on the shoulder.  As your car approaches you notice the driver of one vehicle is 
standing outside of the cars and the other driver is visible behind a broken windshield. 
 

1 2 3 4  5

Definitely not 
intervene 

Probably not 
intervene 

Probably 
intervene 

Definitely 
intervene  

Not sure 

 

3.8      You are at the grocery store when you notice a group of people standing by the 
entrance.  An EMS team has arrived and has just placed a man on a stretcher.  An 
ambulance is parked outside. 
 

1 2 3 4  5

Definitely not 
intervene 

Probably not 
intervene 

Probably 
intervene 

Definitely 
intervene  

Not sure 

 

3.9    While buying a pretzel at a baseball game you notice a baby nearby making 
choking sounds.  She is starting to turn blue. 
 

1 2 3 4  5

Definitely not 
intervene 

Probably not 
intervene 

Probably 
intervene 

Definitely 
intervene  

Not sure 

 

3.10      You are on a bus when a man standing in front of you collapses grasping his 
chest.   There are several other passengers on the bus. 
 

1 2 3 4  5

Definitely not 
intervene 

Probably not 
intervene 

Probably 
intervene 

Definitely 
intervene  

Not sure 

 

3.11      You are leaving a movie at the mall with your family when you notice a woman 
in the parking lot has fallen to the ground and people are calling for help. 
 

1 2 3 4  5

Definitely not 
intervene 

Probably not 
intervene 

Probably 
intervene 

Definitely 
intervene  

Not sure 
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3.12      While sitting in your seat at the baseball game an usher selling refreshments 
slips and falls over a balcony approximately 15 feet high and lands on his back. 
 

1 2 3 4  5

Definitely not 
intervene 

Probably not 
intervene 

Probably 
intervene 

Definitely 
intervene  

Not sure 

 

4.1      Please indicate the likelihood that you would provide the following 
interventions in an emergency scenario outside routine clinical care.  Assume you are 
the only physician available at the scene. 
 

 

Definitely 
not provide 

Probably 
not provide 

Probably 
provide 

Definitely 
provide  

Not 
sure 

Obtain history 1 2 3 4  5

Perform physical exam 1 2 3 4  5

Provide mouth-to-mouth resuscitation 1 2 3 4  5

Perform chest compressions 1 2 3 4  5

Utilize AED if available 1 2 3 4  5

Administer emergency medications 1 2 3 4  5

Suture superficial wound 1 2 3 4  5

Reduce a dislocated elbow in a child 1 2 3 4  5

Perform an emergency tracheostomy 1 2 3 4  5

Insert needle to treat pneumothorax 1 2 3 4  5

Accompany patient to treatment 1 2 3 4  5

 

4.2      What would be the most concerning reason for why you might be hesitant to 
intervene in an emergency away from a routine clinical setting? (SELECT ONE) 

Another person took charge 1

Concern for legal ramifications 2

Fear of infectious disease 3

Lack of emergency training 4

Lack of medical equipment 5

Other 6 
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Appendix B 
 
Groupings of Specialties 
Primary Care 

Family medicine 
Internal medicine 
Pediatrics 

Medical subspecialty 
 Medical subspecialty 
Emergency medicine 

Emergency medicine 
Surgical 

General Surgery 
Neurosurgical 
Obstetrics-Gynecology 
Orthopedic 
Otolaryngology 
Plastic surgery 
Surgical subspecialty 
Urology 

Other 
Anesthesiology 
Dermatology 
Neurology 
Ophthalmology 
Pathology 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 
Psychiatry 
Radiation-oncology 
Radiology 

 


