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Appendix IV 

Instruction of investigators to the ultrasound protocol and the project database 

The education program will consist of a training program with e-learn material covering the  

focused ultrasound protocol as well as an on-site instruction in collecting informed consent, 

collection and registration of data in the assigned database as well as an examination of the 

investigators ultrasound  competencies.  

Prior to the on-site instruction all investigators received E-learning material regarding the 

ultrasound protocol and their expected tasks. 

 

E-learn material 

The E-learn material includes  

1. A power point presentation with an explanation of the ultrasound protocol and the 

diagnostic criteria as well as the pathological findings relevant for this trial. Instructions are 

given in written as well as by links to a web based application on focused ultrasound[1] (see 

below).  

2. A link to a web based application upon acute focused ultrasound whose methods complies 

with the methods used in this trial. The ultrasound protocol for this project do not 

completely mimic the focused ultrasound protocol of the web based application, but the 

investigators get an explanation on the basics on focused ultrasound as well as the diagnostic 

criteria of normal and pathological findings in written as well as by instructional videos,[1, 

2].  

3. A link to webpages on which the investigators can test themselves on their ultrasound 

knowledge on emergency ultrasound,[2].  
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At the day of the on-site instruction the project manager (MR) meet with the investigators in their 

local emergency department for a 4 hours oral introduction and hands-on session. The session 

includes the following steps: 

1. Presentation of the project. 

2. Information on how to collect informed consent and how to  include and randomise the 

eligible patients. 

3. Introduction to the ethical considerations regarding the trial protocol and the handling of 

patients and data. 

4. Introduction to the database assigned to this trial. This is done by an oral power point 

presentation as well as by a hands-on session in which the investigators work in a test 

database made only for this project.   

5. Introduction to the focused ultrasound protocol and the diagnostic criteria assigned for this 

trial.  

6. A multiple choice quetionnaire upon the topics from the just above mentioned. 

7. Supervised practical sessions right before inclusion starts will be held in case the 

investigators are not already familiar with this trials focused ultrasound protocol. 

8. A hands-on session on the ultrasound protocol in which investigators must show that they 

master the way of ultrasound examination used in this trial. This is done on either fellow 

investigators or patients in the Emergency Departments. Investigators who are part of or 

who have already passed the 6 months course in acute medical ultrasound provided by the 

University of Southern Denmark (SDU),[1] are already familiar with this way of focused  

ultrasound and therefore not obliged to demonstrate it by hands-on. 

No investigators can participate in this trial if they have not participated in this 4 hour session, 

passed the multiple choice questionnaire and proved that they possess the skills to fulfill the 

focused ultrasound examination of this study.  
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